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INTRODUCTION TO SPIRTUAL BOOT CAMP

Welcome to Spiritual Boot CampYou are about to start your first steps on a journey with Jesus that will last a
lifetime. It is my hope that you enjoy each step of the way. There is nothing more exciting than to learn to
walk as Jesus did. It is also a sign that we really know and love God. The Apostle John says,

1 John 2:%
5But if anyone obes his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are
in him: 8Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.

This Basic Training course is designed to help new believers like you take their first steps in the Christian life.
(WPEOUwWablwlOwol EUQWUOW?PEOOQWEUVUW) 1 UUUWEPE? wUOwWUT ECwa ¢
with your heavenly Father. During the next nine weeks you will learn important principles and disciplines

that will help give you a solid f oundation for your Christian walk. These beginning steps will give you the

UUOUT wi OUCEEUDPOOwWadUwbpbOOwWOI 1 E wU O wlratkrify linu@htist] Yaur rod8 @w Ol w3 1
maturity includes the following three essentials of all spiritual infant s:

THE ROAD TO MATURITY
1. THE ESSENTIAL OF FOO D

An essential step you will need to take on the road to maturity is the intake of food. After a baby is born,
one of the first orders of business is making sure the infant is properly fed. The newborn must eat the
proper food to survive. When you came into this world someone took responsibility for feeding you. It is
just as essential for newly born believers to be fed.

First you are fed

First you must be fed as a newborn Christian in much the same way you were first fed as a newborn baby.

611 OQwaOdUwpPkl Ul WwEUOUT T Uwi 001 wi UOOwWUT T wi OUxPUEOwWadUUwOC
find a bottle of milk, she fed you. We know it would be unthinkable for someone to expect an infant to be

responsible for feeding himself. Likewise, in the infant stage of your Christian life you need to be fed by

mature believers. This course was created to be part of that initial feeding process.

The steps you learn during the next nine weeks will not only feed you but also give you a hunger for the
Word of God as you develop an intimate relationship your heavenly Father. You will learn basic truths,
actions and disciplines that will help you think and walk as Jesus did. Your only responsibility as a new
born believer is to take advantage of every opportunity to eat of the food that is offered to you. The
Apostle Paul said,

1 Peter 2:2
2Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation.

This course is called Spiritual Boot Camp because it is essential to be trained in the fundamentals of the

faith for your Christian journey. For this training to be effective it is important to have a mature Christian

help you take those first critical steps in following Jesus. As you take off the ? OOE wUIl Of 2 WEOE wx [
201 pwUI Of wUT 1 Ul wEUIT woOi Ul OwxEUUwBhUUUI U uthéatokell fogewb D UT 1




you will go through this course in a group or one on one with a New Believer Mentor as your guide. If
there is no mentor available you can certainly study this course on your own and benefit greatly.

Next you feed yourself

As you are fed the Word of God and grow up into a mature believer you will learn to feed yourself. In
this course you will start that process of feeding y ourself. As you set aside a half hour a day, five days a
week to prepare for group session, you will learn to memorize, meditate, study and apply the Word of
God to your life. You will learn how to have effective appointments with God that will enable you to
continue growing toward spiritual maturity.

Then you feed others

As you learn to follow Jesus and mature in the faith it is important to start feeding others. One of the
primary goals of the Discipleg Journeys to becomereproducers. As we become Chiistlike we are to begin
to feed others and help them become Christlike.

THE ESSENTIAL OF CAR E

Your road to maturity will also include infant care. You may be grown up physically but as a newborn
Christian you need to receive the special care that can ony happen in the family of God. People who
know how important nurture and care is for a newborn forget that new Christians, no matter what their
chronological age, need that same care and nurture.

First you are cared for

As a new Christian you will learn w hat love is by the way you are loved and cared for by others in the
family of God. The Body of Christ is designed for just such a purpose. Hopefully, people will reach out
to you but even if they do not, take responsibility for connecting with mature Chris tians where you can
be cared for. Small groups of various kinds can give you a place where you can develop close relationships
and receive the care you need to grow towards maturity. The writer of the book of Hebrewsstresses how
much we need one another if we are to walk steadily on our course.

Hebrews 10:225

23 et us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faifinidillet us consider
how we may spur one another on toward love and good égedisis not give up meeting tether, as
some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one aamitherdl the more as you see the Day
approaching.

Then you care for others

When others in the body of Christ love and care for you, you learn how to love and care for others. Just
as a child learns to love in his or her own family, you learn to love in the family of God. It is never too
early to start allowing the love from God and others to flow through you to others in the family. In this
course you will also learn to care for others in the Family of God.

THE ESSENTIAL OF TRA INING

One of the primary tasks of leaders in the Church is to train or equip believers to become mature in Christ
and serve others. There are several key areas in which you will need to be trained. This coursewill start
training you in the following areas:




How to feed yourself

Perhaps the most important training you will need is in how to feed yourself with the Word of God. In
this course you will be constantly trained in how to walk in the Word of God. You wi Il learn:

How to have regular appointments with God

How to memorize and meditate on Scripture

How to study the Bible using observation, interpretation and application

How to stay connected to Jesus through the Word and prayer

< <<

How to dress yourself

| can actually remember as a child standing on a chair as my mother dressed me. Then, of course, at some
point she taught me to dress myself although my wife questions how well | was trained. When you are
born into the family of God you take off the old self and put on the new self. You have a whole new
wardrobe you must learn to wear. There are old clothes you will need to take off and new clothes to put
on. The Apostle Paul explains this process:

Ephesians 4:224

2You were taught, with regard to your formeraw of life, to put off your old self, which is being
corrupted by its deceitful desiré&p be made new in the attitude of your minttand to put on the
new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

i Take off old thoughts and act ions
This course will train you in how to take off those old thoughts and actions. The old ways of thinking
and acting can be stubborn because they are firmly entrenched in your old way of life. You will learn
how God enables you to get rid of the old clot hes.

1 Put on new thoughts and actions
You will learn how to replace old ways of thinking and acting with new beliefs and new behaviors.
You will see how God, by His divine power, enables you to not only take off your old thoughts and
actions, but to supernaturally put on the new self.

How to protect yourself

When you were very young someone protected you or you would not be taking this course today. Babies
and small children do not know how to protect themselves. Left on his own a child will often head str aight
for trouble. For example a two year old will head straight for a swimming pool, lean over to touch the
water and fall in head first. Many small children have drowned in this way.

9 First you are protected
As a baby Christian you also need to be proteded. Satan would like nothing better than to disrupt
aOUUwi EPUT wil EUVCaAwWOO6wW3T 1 w! PEOIl wUEaUwUT EVw2EUEOWI E
lead them away from the truth. Therefore, as a newborn child of God you need to stay in the safe arms
of your spiritual mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters. You can cooperate by faithfully attending your
Spiritual Boot Cammgroup and regular participation in other groups and services of your church.

1 Then you protect yourself
Your training should include h OP w0 Owx UOUTI ECwaduuuUl O wi UOOwWw2EUEDz UL
learn all about how you are tempted and how to resist those temptations by putting on the full armor
of God. Paul says:




Ephesians 6:101
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighpower.2*Put on the full armor of God so that you can
take your stand against the devil's schemes.

How to glorify God in all you do
The ultimate goal of all training is to prepare you to accomplish your purpose in life which is glorifying
GodinallthaUwa OUwWEU] wEOCEWEOOwWUT EUwaOUWEO3 wW3T 1T w! PEOI wlOE

1 Peter 2:9
%But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of him who called yowbdarkness into his wonderful light.

We glorify God primarily in three ways:

9 With our character
Our character is comprised of all that we think, say, and do. The example of what our character is to
look like is the life of Jesus (Ephesians 4:13)Ve are to be filled withthe ? 6 i UUD U wOI wUd | O
comes from Jesus so we will glorify God. This righteousness is the sum total of our character. We are
to be:

Philippians 1:11
1B [ POOT EwbPPUT wOT 1 wi UUDPU WO wU b I-tb the gldry andpraise)aftiGdd.E U wE ¢

I With our service
As a result of our character we will glorify God in our service to Him. When God shapes our character
He shapes us to serve Him. Paul said:

Romans 15:17
Therefore | glory in Christ Jesustimy servicea God.

1 With our lips

Psalm 34:1 (NIV)
11 will extol the LORD at all times; his praise will always be on my lips.

ACCOUNTABILITY

A final area of training for maturity is accountability. Children are accountable to their parents for their
conduct. Resporsible parents establish boundaries for their children and hold them accountable for
staying within those boundaries. This helps children grow up into mature, responsible adults who will
obey God and honor the boundaries of others.

do better when we are accountable to someone for our thoughts and actions. Accountability is not control.
We choose to be accountable for living an exemplary Christian life. During this course your New Believer
Mentor will be your accountability partner. He or she will pray for you, encourage you, and hold you




accountable for the commitments you make to complete all assignments. The writer of Hebrews makes it
clear that this encouragement is vital to staying on course.

Hebrews 3:13
13But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by
sin's deceitfulness.

TRAINING IN GODLINES S

Spiritual BootCampis just what it says it is. It is a boot camp which means that there is a focus on teaching the
EEUPEUGW( OwhUwUOwxUI xEUI waOUwUOWET wEw?pPOUOEWEOEUUWUI L
to teach you basic principles and skills of the Christian life that will give you a firm foundation and enable

you to keep growing spiritually for the rest of your life. The goal is to help you become a fully devoted

follower of Jesus who reflects His character and helps accomplish His mission. This will allow you to

accomplish your purpose in life which is glorifying God in all you do and say. This is what the Apostle Paul

is referring to when He says we are to train ourselves to be godly.

1 Timothy 4:78

" EYI wOOUT DOT wOOWEOwWPPUT wl OE Grhinybwslhttbe JadiE. FErWOOE wb D Y I
physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the

present life and the life to confBold added)

Paul encourages us to think about how much more benefit there is in training for godliness than there is for
physical training. Training in godliness is really training which has value for all things. The Apostle Paul
consistently compares how a believer is to grow spiritually mature to how an athlete trains to become a world
class athlete. He tells the believers in Corinth:

Corinthians 9:2425

24Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as
to get the prizeEveryone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get

a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last fore(fgold added)

Paul refers here to the Isthmian games that occurred only every other year. They were second only to the
Olympics. Athletes would go into strict tr aining to prepare for these games. Paul reminds the believers in

Corinth that the same principle applies to spiritual growth. We aretogointo ? 6 UU U D E U w(@ Gdt.B:06p O1 6 2
If we are to reach the spiritual goals that God has laid out for us we must p repare at least as diligently as

athletes who are competing for a crown that will not last. Spiritual Boot Campwill be your first step in strict

training.

We accept the importance of learning the basics in most every area of life, but often ignore it when it comes
to spiritual growth. We certainly acknowledge the importance of basics when it comes to the sports world.
We see the focus on fundamentals and training in every sport.

John Wooden, legendary basketball coach of the UCLA Bruins, is one of the kest examples of the essential
nature of training in the basics. He was noted for his focus on the fundamentals of basketball and of life in
general. One of the basic principles in his Pyramid of Succesis skill. His definition of skill shows his
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commitment to basic fundamentals. Wooden defines skillas? wOOOP Ol ET 1 wOi WwEOE wUT 1
the fundamentals. Be prepared. Cover every @etailucp) O Qw6 OOET OOw, aw/ 1 UUOOEOQW! |

| believe most sports experts would agree thE Uw ) OT Owe OOET Oz Uwi OEVUwWOOwWUT T
making him the most successful college basketball coach in history. Like John Wooden, almost all great
coaches and world-E OEUUWE UT Ol Ul UWEUI wUUDPEOOI UUw? b1 kidwtbdt the@U U 2
are a handful of basic skills that are essential to master. Everything else that happens in a sport depends on
those basic skills.

The Importance of Preparation

Peyton Manning, the only player in NFL history to pass for 4,000 plus yards i n six consecutive seasons,
focuses on the basics. This future Hall of Fame quarterback who plays for the Indianapolis Colts is famous

for his meticulous preparation for games. When questioned by reporters whether he was still doing the basic
things that made him great he answered,? ( w0 U a wUOwb | BVanni@g htéetsOnitH his Guartemack) 6 »
coach and offensive coordinator during the off -season at 7:15 a.m. He then devotes a workout to one specific
area. This pays off on game day. Manning reports,

? 8uQlo that work in April, May and June, then you get to third and five in November with a defensive
OPOI OCEOwWwPOwadbUUwi EEIl OwbPUzUwOPOl wUI Ul DWEUPOOB ws ¢
there, andE O U O U w O O w(LR Krhel B/110OF KndMurray, Baltimore Sun, pp 12)

Four Principles of Training
There are four basic principles of training that world class athletes and coaches believe in. Following these
same principles will train you for godliness.

1. Commitment
World class athletes make a commitment to strict training. They make a decision to do the hard work
because they believe the goal is worth the effort. Make a commitment to set aside at least 30 minutes a
EEaAaOwi DYl wEEAUWEwWPIT 1 Owli OUwUT DU wU U U Bur dssighriebtsy Bdd & O |
make time.

2. Fundamentals
World class athletes make a commitment to learn the fundamentals and practice them. Make a
commitment to learn the fundamentals.

3. Repetition
Repetition is the key to making the fundaments become a permanent part of how you think and act. Make
a commitment to not only memaorize the key Scriptures and principles but to review them for the rest of
your life.

4. Discipline
Discipline is doing what is important whether you feel like it or not. It is sticking to you r commitment no
matter what obstacles may be in your way. Discipline is consistently doing what you have said you will
do.

11
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PREPARE TO LAUNCH

The goal of this course is to help you learn basic Biblical principles and practice your first important steps in
the Christian life. To help accomplish this there are a variety of assignments that will help you prepare for
group discussions or one-on-one sessions with a New Believer Mentor. Some of you may take this course on
your own. Whatever your situation it i s important to finish all of the writing and memory assignments each
week.

This will not only help you prepare for group time, but help you establish the disciplines necessary for
ongoing spiritual growth. Decide right now that you will have a daily appoi ntment with God. Keep that time
sacred, dedicated to God.

MEMORY PROJECTS

1 Scripture memory
This may be the most important part of this course. Memorizing Scripture will renew your mind and
transform your actions. | suggest that you spend time each day of the week memorizing and reviewing
your verse or verses. If you want help on how to memorize | suggest you look ahead at day two of week
four where you will find helpful suggestions on how to memorize Scripture.

1 Other memory projects
Each week there is arother memory project for you to learn. These projects will help you learn the basics
of the faith and help you continue walking as Jesus walked long after this course is over.

WRITING PROJECTS

Throughout this course you will find writing projects to help  you respond to and apply the Word of God to
your life in practical ways. Please be sure to complete all of these assignments.

1 Reflect and respond
37T 1T Ul wEUI wUI YT UEOQws 111 Ol EUWEOEwW1I UxOOEzwUI EUPOOUWLO
prepare for group discussion but also enable you to personalize and apply Scripture to your life as you
learn to listen to the Holy Spirit.

9 Study and apply the Word
( OwOOUUWEEDPOaAa WOl UUOOUWUT T Ul wbhbUwEwWs 2UUE a WE Gdstudyax 0a wl
passage of Scripture. You will have the opportunity to answer questions and apply the passage to your
life.

REVIEW, REVIEW, REVI EW

1 Weekly Memory and Review
OwUOil 1 wEOGOEOUUPOOWOI wl EET wEEaAazUwWUUOUEa waOUre@dut UT w b L
assignments for the week. Make sure you spend time each day on this section. This is a perfect time to
also review memory assignments from previous weeks. Memorization is hard work and can become
tedious. However, if you will faithfully do thisre  view you will find that by the end of this course you will
have memorized more than you ever thought possible in nine weeks. Consistent repetition and review is

12
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the only way to retain important material. The testimony of people who have taken this course i s that the
daily review and repetition was worth the effort. At the completion of the course they had a firm
command of the material.

1 Memory and review index cards
At the first of each week you will be asked to write the memory assignments for that week o n 3X5 index
cards. | would suggest that you buy a pack of fifty spiral bound cards. This will prevent losing them and
will also be convenient to take with you to review on a trip or while waiting for an appointment. Write
the memory verse or verses on oneside and the other memory assignment on the other side.

TEARS AND CHEERS

OwUT T wl OEwOIl wi EET whl 1 Oz UwUUUEaAawWUOT 1 Ul wbhbUwWEwW?31 EVUWE
to share what is going on in their lives and encourage one another.

1 Tears
231 EUU? wUI xUIT Ul O0UUwUT 1 wEUUETI OUOWEPUExxOPOUOI OUUWE
work through issues with the support of the group and receive encouragement and prayer.

1 Cheers
2"TTTUU>whPUwOT 1T wEOI UUD OTsU®d whitkd poll are=tinBkiul) Ve falifng thes® w x

blessing strengthen you and encourages others.
CONTINUING THEDISCI PLE®S JOURNEY

Spiritual Boot Camyis just the first stage of 3 T 1 w# D U E b xThérezate dive E1dges@8 Bl w# PUED x Ol
Jesusfirst invited the disciplesto ? EOOT 6 wE OE w U1 Jesus fitstyrodghtGhede anen\ié faith and
DOUUGEUETI EwOT 1 OwUOwUT T wEEUPEUS w( UwhbUwda wl Ox1T wUT EUw?
2"EOODPOT w2UET T 286 w) U UWdiwEEG@DD @& ku EWDW T EWiud Eubx UOY T Ewli E
join Him in stage two.

Mark 1:1718

" 001 Owi 600O6P wWOI 02 w) I UUU wU E p'Ahace e Efuibeinmred O WOE O

followed him.

3OWE!l w? EEOOI EeinuBhExustagelydubntidd hate Gaithfully completed this course. This means
attending all nine sessions faithfully and completing all assignments.
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WEEK 1
AMAZING GRACE!

4 N

olt is only through a
heartfelt knowled@f what

will extend that same
supernatural love to
others

Jesus did for us, that we

- J

WEEK 1 STUDY

DAY 1: G ift of God
DAY 2: R eceived Through Faith
DAY 3: A dopted by The Father

INTRODUCTION

This week we will start at the very heart of your new life in Chr ist. Itis
EOOWEEOUUwWT UEET Bw( OwUPOx Ol wlUl UOUOwWIT U
"PUw200wi OUwadluUwopilT dwei il OwadlwUl EI
grace, meaning you were forgiven of your sins through the blood of

Jesus and as a result were adopted inta OE z Uwi EOPOa 6 w( UwbUw
undeserved grace of God that motivates us to live for Him. Your life in

Christ is a life offered to God because of what He has done for you. Out

Ol wOUUwl UEUPUUET wi OUwW&OEZUwWOOYI wEOE wi
love for God and others. This week you will learn in depth what grace

involves.

DAY 4: C anceled Sins Through Jesus

DAY 5: E mpowered by Grace

WEEK 1 ASSIGNMENT S:

1 Memorize the GRACE acronym above and explain it to a friend.

1 Memorize and Meditate on Ephesans 2:89.

Ephesians 2:8

8For it is by grace you have been saved, throughéaiththis not from yourselves, it is the gift of God
’not by works, so thaho one can boast.

1 Prepare your memory/review index card. Write your memory verse for the week on one side and the
GRACE acronym on the others side.

14
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DAY 1. GIFT OF GOD
THE IMPORTANCE OF ST EPPING IN GRACE

Understanding what happened to you when you w ere saved is very important for your continued growth as

a child of God. The word the Bible uses to describe the transformation that occurred in you when you received

Jesus is grace. Simply put, grace is the gift of Jesus. It is the love of God in actionsHe offered His Son on the
cross for the forgiveness of your sins. Grace is the undeserved favor that God offers to mankind. That is what

we will call saving grace. We will discuss this saving grace the first four days of the week. There is another

kind of grace that we will call empowering grace. This is the kind of grace that gives you the divine power to
OPYIl wiiiT1TEUPYI OQawi OUWEOEd w6 T whDOOWUUUEawl OxOpI1 UDOT

Grace motivates us

Grace is simply amazing! The word grace has a rich and diverse meaning. It motivates every step of our lives.
Grace is not just a doctrine to be understood and tucked away. It is a life changing power that allows us to

walk as Jesus walked(1 John 5:5). As we will see, grace causes us tdive in a way that is holy and pleasing

to God. The Apostle Paul says:

2 Corinthians 5:1415

wWrOUW" T UPUUZUwWOOY!T wEOOxT OUwUUOWET EEUUI wkpl wEUT wE
15And he died for all, that those who live shouldarmer live for themselves but for him who died for

them and was raed again.

Once we understand the full extent of grace we are motivated to live beyond ourselves in the supernatural
not the natural. It is only through a heartfelt knowledge of what Jesu s did for us, that we will extend that
same supernatural love to others.

Why we are to remember grace

Throughout the Bible we are told to remember grace. Why is this so important? It is important because if we
EOOz OwUI O1 OET Uw& OE z U wiettiEtd us e WilEbe GhiikklyideRt¥nt thdt grace t& others.
The writer of Hebrews makes this clear;

Hebrews 12:145

Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.
15See to it that no ormaisses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile
many.

How are we to live in peace with all men and be holy? How are we to forgive so that no bitter root grows up?
This can only happen if we do not miss the grace of God. If we forget the undeserved favor of God in our
lives and give others what they deserve we will not be able to live in peace with all men and eliminate bitter
roots. We love and forgive because we remember how much we have been loved and forgiven.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
In your own words, write down a definition of grace.

- 76
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THE ACRONYM OF GRACE

30wl OxwadbUwuUi O OEIl UwUT T wxUDOEDxOI UwlOi wa&OEZUWEOEAaDOT wi
acronym will introduce a key phrase for you to memoriz e and remember for the rest of your life.

G ift Of God

R eceived Through Faith

A dopted By The Father

C anceled Sins Through Jesus
E mpowered By Grace

Each day during this week we will study one of these important principles. Today we will see the four
characteristics of grace as agift.

The Gift of Grace is Indescribable

, ECa woOi wOUwPT Ul wOEUT T OwOT ECwWUOT T Ul wbUw?O00wi UI'l wOUOET 26
free. We realize that if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is! W ell, grace sounds too good to be true,

but it is true. The God who created the universe has offered us His very best gift| absolutely free. The Apostle

Paul calls this the indescribable gift, because its value is greater than our minds can comprehend. Paulsays,

23T EOOUWE]l wOOwW&OEwWI OUwi PUWDOET UEUPEEEOI wi PI Un? wopl w" OU

How can we accurately describe the Lord of all creation, coming to earth in the form of a man and dying a
terrible death to purchase for us eternal life? Here we are, strutting about earth like we own it, calling
ourselves self made men and women, and yet God still wants a relationship with us. Even though we are
prideful and selfish to the core, God draws us to Himself by His Holy Spirit and offers us an indescribable
gift.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
Describe in your own words as best you can the indescribable gift you received from the Lord Jesus

¢o Christ.

The Gift of Grace is Unmerited
Through His grace He gives us this favor that we do not deserve. Here is how Paul describes this unearned
and unmerited gift.

Romans 5:68

8You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the unyedfyrarely
will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly darfeBuot die.
God demostrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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STUDY AND APPLY THE WORD
y Look up Romans 5:@ in your own Bible and underline what you believe are the key words
and phrases. What is there in this passage that telt you that grace is unearned and unmerited?

God offered us grace when we were powerless do anything about our own lives. We were ungodly and
undeserving and yet God demonstrated His love for us by having His Son die for us in spite of our
unworthiness.

| have presented the gospel to many people who balked at this very point. They could not get past the belief

that they were not good enough to receive this free gift. They wanted more time so they could become a better
person| more deserving of the gift. Of course they missed the whole point of grace. Grace is undeserved. We

will never be good enough to receive the gift. Because of the fall of man we inherited sin natures. We all sin.

The Scripture says,? | OUWEOOuwi EYIT wUDPOOI E&EDEwwI i 10O R&od vt atléddddo U T |
us when we were powerless to help ourselves. Jesus Christ died for the ungodly| to the utterly undeserving.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
How did you first react when you heard that grace was an absolutely free gift? Did y ou struggle
# with feeling you were undeserving or needed to be good enough?

The Gift of Grace is Costly

While the gift of grace is free it is not cheap! The greatest gift ever conceived has the highest price tag anyone
could ever imagine. There is nothing to compare the price to. If you have seen the movie, The Passion of
"TUPUUOwWaOUwl EYI WEWYDYDEWDOEDPEEUDOOWOI wUIT T wxUPET wlT
was just part of the cost. The emotional and spiritual cost was immense. Being separated from His heavenly
Father for that moment on the cross, and the incredible weight of bearing the burden for all the sins of
mankind, is something we will never completely understand this side of heaven. What we can know for sure,
however, is the greatest gift was purchased at the greatest price. One of the most beloved Scriptures in the
Bible speaks of the Fathers great love and the costly gift of grace.

John 3:16
18'For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that wheksees in him shall not
x1 UPUT wWEUOwWT EY] wl U1 UBEOQWODPI 1 82w

REFLECT AND RESPOND
ReadJohn 3:1@®ver several times thinking about the various words and phrases. Write a thank you
# note to God for His indescribable gift.
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The Gift of Grace is Free
| want us to end this session by again considering what it means when the Bible says grace is a free gift. | also
PEOUwWUUWUOWUOET UUUEOCEwWPT E0wDUWEOI UOz UwOl EOCBW2EUDxUUUI

Romans 6:23
2For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal IGarist Jesus our Lord.

Grace is notjust about getting what we do deserve - deathanE wi 1 UUDOT wk 1 E U wketrnabli®dz UwE I
While the gift is free totally apart from any good works we might attempt, it is not cheap. If we take grace for
granted or treat it lightly, we have missed the whole point of grace. The Apostle Paul warns:

Romans 6:4

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may inctBgsa? means! We died

to sin; how can we live in it any longet? U wE O O gow that &l 0fuvho were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his deatve were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a
newlife.

We cheapen grace when we use the undeserved, unconditional love of God as a license to do whatever we
PEOUSwW Ul wPl wUOWUEOTI wUPOwWOPT T U0awNUUUWET EEUUT wbi wOOOE
truly understand grace such an attitude would be unthinkable! Through grace we have entered into a
relationship with Jesus where we have died to ourselves and are alive in Him. To obey and glorify Him now

is our greatest desire. Because of what He has done for us, we want to do everything in ou power for Him.

We know that we are not our own forwe were 2 6 EOUT I UwE U wWE wx UD E 120) Sinceptrewwer®&® UD O U |
bought at a price we will want to live for Him who purchased our salvation. Loving, trusting, obeying and

serving God will be our great est desire.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
Make a commitment to God that you will never cheapen grace by your attitude or actions. Write a
# short statement of commitment in the space below.

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
:?:. PR 1 O0UPal WEOEwWUI YDBI b wlhdwiteuibin the@gade unkt tollb®d. O
—
1 Memorize and meditate on Ephesians 2:8. Write it in the space below.

I 0w
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1 Memorize and write the acronym GRACE

moX>» 0o
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DAY 2: RECEIVED BY FAITH

G ift Of God
R eceived Through Faith
A dopted By The Father

C anceled Sins Through Jesus

E mpowered By Grace

Today we will look at the second part of our acronym of grace. While grace is a gift, it must be received by

faith before the person possesses it. This is only common sense. If a person offered you a gifof $100.00 and

TT OEwPUwOUU0wlOwaObUOwbPbOUOEWPUWET wadlUuUUy w. Il wEOUUUT wil 1 u
out and take it. A gift is not truly owned until the person to whom it is offered receives it. It always takes

some action on the part of the recipient to activate the gift. | want us to review what happened when you

accepted the gift of Jesus.

RECEIVING THE GIFT

When you came to understand that God was offering you forgiveness for your sins and the gift of eternal life,
ittook EOWEEUwWOOwabUUwWxEUUwWUOOwWUT ETI PYT wbUB w8 OUwWUI UxOOEIT Euw
invitation to receive Jesus into your life. The Apostle John says,

John 1:12
12yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gagkttttebecome childrewf
God

REFLECT AND RESPOND
Write a brief story of how you responded with an R.S.V.P to Jesus. What was the event or events
# leading up to receiving Jesus? How did you respond?

You believed

To receive the gift of grace isto believe in the name of Jesus. That belief is not just an intellectual assent to

facts about Jesus. It is a faith that causes a person to put their trust totally in Jesus alone for their salvation.

When you received Jesus it was a result of believingina OUU wl I EUOwUT EVw) 1 UUUwWPEUVUW&OE
and rose again, purchasing your salvation through His blood. It was trusting in God alone for your salvation.

Paul says,

Ephesians 2:8
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through| faitid this rot from yourselves, it is the gift of

God °not by works, so that no one can boast.
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REFLECT AND RESPOND
What were the obstacles you faced before you put your trust in Jesus? What helped you overcome

#Q these obstacles?

You confessed
When you received the gift of eternal life you also confessed that Jesus is Lord. A confession is an agreement
with God that what He has said is true. Paul says,

Romans 10:40

BT E0wDhi wadOUWEOOSTI T UUwPPUT wadblUwoOOUUT Ow?2dhimmUUwb UL
from the dead, you will be savé¥kor it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is

with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

STUDY AND APPLY THE WORD
Look up Romans 10:4.0in your own Bible. Underline what you belie ve are the key words
and phrases. According to these verses what are you agreeing with?

1 What happens when we believe in our heart? Where does the mouth and confession fit in?

The confession inRomans 0:9-10refers to a public declaration when a person publically puts his trust in Jesus
and gives Him permission to rule over his life. This was probably one of the earliest confessions of faith used
when believers were baptized. When you confessed that Jesus was Lord you trusted in your heart that Jesis
was real and that He would save you.

You repented

You also repented when you received the gift of grace. When you put your trust in God and confessed Him,

you also agreed with Him that you had been going the wrong direction by trusting in yourself. Beca use this
DUWEWUUEUT wOi wUl ET1 00POOwPIT wU b O O wo bRepebténtelist icHang©dE roigl w O |
and will , that is a result of our sorrow for our sins and results in a transformation of our life.  We turn away

from our old way of think ing and acting and turn toward God with a renewed mind and transformed
behavior. The direction is immediate but the renewing of the mind and transformation of actions is
progressive as we become spiritually mature.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
What direction was your life going before you received Jesus? What has changed in your thoughts
# and actions since you changed direction and started following Jesus?
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You were baptized

Baptism is not just an afterthought to consider some time in the future. When people received Jesus in the
New Testament they were immediately baptized. After Peter preached the first sermon on the Day of
Pentecost he gave the following invitation for people to receive Jesus:

Acts 2:38
s8peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one gifyitne name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Baptism is an act of obedience and a beautiful illustration of grace. It is a picture of how we are saved through
the death and resurrection of Jesus. Paul paints that picture for us by saying,

Romans 6:3!

3 UWEOOGz UwadblwodbOpbwlUl EUWEOOWOTl wUOUwPT Owbil Ul wEExUDPAI
“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order thagguShrist was raised

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

Being immersed in the water identifies us with the death of Jesus. We die to our old way of life and when we

come out of the water we are raised to walk in a new way of life. Our baptism is a public expression of the
grace of God in our lives.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
Tell about what you experienced when you were baptized. How has that act of obedience impacted

#Q your life?

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
.:?:. p MemorizeanE wUT YPIT PwUOT PUwbi 1 Oz UwEUUDT OO1 OUWEBEwWPUDUIT w
—
1 Memorize and meditate on Ephesians 2:8. Write it in the space below.

1 Memorize and write the acronym GRACE

moO>» 30O
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DAY 3: ADOPTED BY THE FATHE R

G ift Of God

R eceived Through Faith

A dopted By The Father

C anceled Sins Through Jesus

E mpowered By Grace

When you received the gift of Jesus a marvelous event occurred. You were at that very moment adopted into

the family of God. You became a much loved son or daughter of your heavenly Father. On the day of your
adoption you came into an inheritance that is beyond your imagination. The Bible speaks of this inheritance,
EO0wOUUWODPOEUWEUI wPbOEEXEEOI wOi wEDPUEI UODPOT wUOT 1T wi 0O
Christian s in Ephesus to know about their adoption and the riches of their inheritance. He explained:

Ephesians 1:5
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms

with every spiritual blessing in ChristForhe chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy
and blameless in his sighin love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in
accordace with his pleasure and will

YOUR ADOPTION

%D UUUOwOI Uz UwoldAIL abBubywou drbpitian.(rhere Grk three things we need to remember about
the day our Father visited the orphanage of our lost condition and took us into His family.

1. God chose you
One of the great mysteries of the Bible is how God chose us before thecreation of the world to be his
adopted children. The Scripture says,? ' I wET OUIl wUOUWET | OUT wUOT T wEUI EUDOO
) 1 UUUwW" T UB U UB)AsunptedibielaglibraysounduGdd had a plan for you before the creation
of the world. He knew the very day you would respond to His invitation to receive His Son. The day of
your adoption was marked on His calendar. He has always known and loved you. The Psalmist says,

Psalm 139:1516

5My frame was not hidden from you when | waade in the secret place. When | was woven together
in the depths of the eartfiyour eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written
in your book before one of them came to be.

Your heavenly Father waited eagerly for the day you w ould be reunited with Him. He did not choose

you out of duty or some obligation made under duress, but 6 POWEEEOUEEOET wbpbDUT w]
(Ephesians 3:5)Your heavenly Father wanted to adopt you and was pleased beyond your ability to
comprehend on the day you accepted His Son. There was rejoicing across all of heaven on that day.
(Luke 15:7)

Please let this great news regarding your adoption travel from your head to your heart. You are of
incredible worth and value to your heavenly Father. The refore, how you view your worth should always

[ 2]



El wUOT UOUT T w&OEzVUwl al UWESEwWOOUWUT T wi al UwoOi wOEOd w( Uwh
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Perhaps UT 1T wiT Ul EUIl U0w OPUUEOTI wbl wOEOT wPUwUOwWwOOOOwWOUUUD
significance. The search will never end becausewe will always come up empty. God wants to fill us with

his unfailing love.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
How do you feel about b eing chosen by God by for His pleasure and will? Have you learned to
# base your worth and value on God alone? Tell about your journey in this area.

2. God has sealed your adoption
The Apostle Paul explains to the Christians in Ephesus that their adoption p apers have been marked with
a seal. Paul says,

Ephesians 1:134

3ANnd you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.

Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spitiy isa deposit

T UEUEOUI 1 DOT wOUUwWDOT 1 UDUEOGET wUOUD O |utbithe praise &1 Ox UD OO
his glory.

STUDY AND APPLY THE WORD
Look up Ephesians 1:324in your own Bible and underline the words and phrases you think
are most important. Then answer the following questions:

1 Whatis the seal that is promised?

1 What does this seal guarantee?

9 61 OwbPUw&OEzZUwxOUUI UUDPODOY ww

On the day you were adopted you were given the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) The Holy Spirit

represents the presence of Jesus in your life. You received a seal on your adoption papers guaranteeing

UT E0waOUwWEU]l wEOGEWEOPEaAUwWPDPOOWET wEwWx EU0 WOl w&OEzUwi EOD
be sure that you will never be good enough! That is the very point of grace and your security through
EEOxUDPOOS W&OEWI EUWEOOT wi OUwadblwbl EVwaOUWEEOOOUWE
(perfect) for you. Because of Himyouare? 6 ' OO0a wEOEWEOEOI Ol UUwPhOwl pUwWUBT T O
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REFLECT AND RESPOND
Are you secure in your salvation? Is it difficult for you to believe that God has placed a seal on

# your adoption papers that will last for eternity ? Explain.

3. God is your Abba, Father
Your adoption has given you unlimited accessto your heavenly Father. He is with you at all times and
therefore you can have contact with Him at all times. Your heavenly Father says, Never will | leave you;
neverwiDw( wi OUUE Ol wa Bddausp'Gbdmhas lgivet ywaltnHisSRirk you not only have access, but
intimacy with your heavenly Father. The Apostle Paul tells us,

Romans 8:186

15For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, bbutggived the Spirit of
UOOUI bxdw OEwWEawi b OfmtrelSpirE hinds€)fuestifies &ith Ouudbikt thhtve dre w
&OEzZUWET POEUI Od w

The Holy Spirit who is your seal and guarantees your inheritance also guarantees that you can have
intimacy wi th your heavenly Father. The sovereign God who created and sustains the world is not just a
powerful and awesome God in a distant universe awaiting your arrival in heaven. He is that but also a

close, intimate Father who desires a close, loving father/child relationship with you now. That is why He

gives you the privilege of calling Him Abba, Father. ? 6 1 wil EYIl wUIl EI PY I Eauabbptian,2 x U
which gives us permissiontocryout 7 EEEOw%E UT 1 U Becaysk (oOrke@atibnsti withk @God is
secure, loving and intimate, you can approach the Father with great affection and total trust.

The word Abba is an Aramaic word for father that expresses deep personal affection. The word Father,
EOOI Uwi UOOwWUT T w&UI I Owbk OU E wheéalshivas Gsrthe 8apacityito @ppraaci?God U
in the spirit of both names. We can call out Abba, Fatherknowing that our heavenly Father will hear us

and is delighted to be with us.

It may take time for you to develop true intimacy with your heavenly Fath er. There are often some
obstacles that have to be removed before your image of God will allow you this level of closeness. If you
were raised with distant, abusive, rigid, harsh or emotionally unavailable parents you may project these
characteristics onto God. You will need to learn that your heavenly Father is not like your earthly parents
or other significant adults that you could not trust. As you study the Scriptures and learn more about God
and His perfect attributes, you will be able to trust Him mor e and deepen your intimacy with Him

REFLECT AND RESPOND
a Take amomeO U wUOwUT POOWEEOUUwWa OUUwWDLOET T woOil w&OEBS we 1

some of these characteristics in the space below. Where do those images of God come from? Do
#o you feel closeto God, like a loving Father? Do you believe that you can trust Him? Is this an area
in which you will need to grow?
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YOUR INHERITANCE

1. You have a new identity
611 OQwadbUwpkl Ul WwEEOxUI EwaOUwUI EIl DYl EWEwWOI P wbE andthed Ua 6 w8
heir to His inheritance. Your new identity as a child of God provides you with a new source of
significance . You will not have to look for approval from others, accomplishments, or accumulation of
wealth to feel significant. You are now significan t because you belong to God and are involved in His
work. Your purpose in life is now to glorify Him in all you do. You are significant because you are a child
of the King, involved in building his kingdom. When you focus on accomplishing His purposes for  your
life you will always be successful.

2. You have a new family
You were adopted into a new family with a whole bunch of mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters in Christ.
You now have a place where you belong, are loved and can receive support and encouragement. This
means, of course, that you must stay attached and accountable to the family as you will learn in week
five.

3. You have unlimited resources
In your new family you have access to a great storehouse of riches. Younowhave? 6 1 Y1 Ua wUx BUPUUE
POw" T UPUU?2 uked B >OlUIwipBEO@Uuwdiovh Uwl EYT wUOOwl OwOUUUPET wOl w&(
He wants you to trust Him for your basic needs and allow His resources to flow from Him, through you
to others. God will always care for you and giv e you enough that you will also be able to care for others.
Remember that He is your Abba, Father who chose you and delights in you. He gives you permission to
come to Him and ask for what you need. His resources are there for you to receive. Jesus says,

Matthew 7:711

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.
8For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
61 PET wOi anaéks)far arénd, will v birtya stoAr if he asks for a fish, will give him a
snakef you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more

will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!

The key to what Jesus says here i9 6 | Op wOUE T thWwedas linpeyrfect earthly parents would not
1 YI OwUT DPOOWEEOQUUwWOI T 01 E U bKdlv moudnbre Ewill & Pefedt h&ayediyratidd D E w O |
who allows us to call Him Abba, Father give good gifts to those who ask Him?

REFLECT AND RESPOND
What strikes you about your inheritance? Are you living as a child of the King, making good use

# of His resources?
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e WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
E/ , 1 O0UPA&Al WEOGEWUI YPIT PwUT PUwPkI 1 O padeutatddiidavs. O
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(@)

1 Memorize and meditate on Ephesians 2:8, $Vrite it in the space below.

1 Memorize and write the acronym GRACE

mo >» 0o
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DAY 4: CANCELED SINS THROUG H JESUS

G ift Of God
R eceived Through Faith
A dopted By The Father

C anceled Sins Through Jesus

E mpowered By Grace
THE ACCUMULATION OF SINS

Today | want us to explore how our sins have been canceled, once and for all through grace and how we
stand holy and righteous before God. | will use a modification of the bridge illustration to explain this
essential part of grace. The Navigators created the bridge illustration many years ago to help give non-
believers a clear picture of how their sins were canceled by Jesus on the cross. Some of you may have received
Jesus after having the illustration of the bridge presented to you.

1. We all have sinned -sin separates us from God
We ended up in the orphanage in the first place e 8
because of our own sin. While sin entered the world £
through Adam and Eve, each of us has made our own
choices to sin. There is a point where every person
decides to go his own way. The prophet Isaiah said,
?We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has t
to his ownway;? Isaiah53:6a We all have rebelled and
gone astray. That is the inevitable destiny of man since
sin entered the world. Paul says,

Romans 5:12
2Therefore, just as sin entered the world through (¢
man, and death through sin, and in this way death came
to all men, because all sinned

As you can see from the illustration, our sin separated us from God. Just as surely as the sin of Adam and
Eve separated them from God, our sin of going our own way separated us from God. The prophet Isaiah
says,

Isaiah 59:2
2But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his faceursmtpat
he will not hear.
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2. Our attempts to earn Godds forgiveness fall short
Imagine this scene. The Day of Judgment has come. 8
You are standing in a long line to see if your name is £ Lo
PUDUUI OwPOwUT 1T w+EOEZUWEO(
standing in front of you and you hear a voice say to her,
2,007 T Uw3l Ul UEOw (zO0wUuobUU
OOUI n> w6 OUOEOzUwUl EQwUT E
send a tremor down the line? The most righteous
person we can think of is not immune to falling short
Ol w& Gdndatdsu\Wéwould be in deep trouble!

This illustration of the bridge shows our attempts to
Il EUOW&OEZUwWIi OUT BYIT O UUWE(
God. We do such things as being a good neighbor,
praying, going to church, giving to charities and generally tryi ng to be a good person. All of these attempts
fall short as you can see from the arrows. Not even Mother Teresa would be able to make it on her good
works. All her good works would fall short.

DEATH

1 God does not grade on the curve

It takes a perfect score of D0% to get into heaven. That is why we can never make it on our own. James
tells us,

James 2:10
10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.

We will never be good enough because only totally righti OUUwx1 Ox Ol whpDOOwl I UwU O
is perfection and He will not tolerate anything unclean in heaven. (Matthew 5:48)God is righteous and
will not tolerate unrighteousness. The prophet Habakkuk said,

Habakkuk 1:13

1 Our best is not good enough

While we may think we are a pretty good person compared to others our attempts to please God will
always fall short. As Isaiah said,

Isaiah 64:6
6All of us have become like one WWOI®E O1 EQOOQWE OE WEOOwWOUUWUDPT T Ul OUUWE

Consider this story as we conclude discussing how our best efforts will always come up short. Imagine a
crowd of people standing at the edge of a chasm that is 1,000 feet deep. The other side dhe chasm is 100
i1TT OwEPEadw! 1 T POEwWUl DUWEUOPEwWDUwWDOx1 OEPOT WEOOOB w:
there is a world -class athlete who can broad jump 28 feet. There also is an elderly person who will barely

be able to make it to the edge. There is even a person in a wheelchair. What do these people have in
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common? None of them are going to be able to make it to the other side on their own.  The best efforts
of the best will fall short. They all need a bridge or they will die.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
T 7 OUl wadUwpkl Ul WUEY]! EWEPEwWaOUwWl EYT wEQa WOl wUIT 1 UIT u

# favor? Explain. How have those thoughts changed since receiving Jesus?

ALL ABOUT THE CANCEL ATION OF SINS

3. God builds a bridge of grace for us
Fortunately for us there is a bridge of grace. What we
could not do for ourselves God has done for us. He
provided Jesus as a bridge over which we could cross
to have our sins canceled and receive eternal life. The
Scripture says,

Romans 6:23
ZFor the wages dfin is death, but the gift of God i
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Peter 3:18
18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous |
UT 1 wOOUDPT T Ul OUUOWUOWEUDPOT waOUwUOwW&OE®G

4. God invites us to cross the bridge

We all have a personal invitation from God to cross
over the bridge on the cross of Jesus. That invitation is
to have a personal relationship with the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. The Apostle Peter had the honor of
giving the first invitation for people to receive Christ
after He had ascended to heaven. On the Day of
Pentecost He said:

Acts 2:38

#1101 x1 OOUWEOEWE] wEExUPAI E US (~)uJU'I'i|
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And |
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

On that day the Church was born and three thousand people responded to the invitation and crossed the
bridge of grace. All those who received Jesus were born into His family and received forgiveness for their
sins. They were saved by His grace through the blood of Jesus.
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When you crossedthe bridge by receiving Jesus, all of your sing  past, present and future| were canceled
on the cross. When Jesus died on the cross He paid the price for your sins. He totally canceled the debt.
God remembers your sins no more (Isaiah 43:25)Peter reminds believers of this important fact:

1 Peter 2:24
2He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness;
by his wounds you have been healed.

9 God sees us as righteous

Once you crossed the bridge, Jesus aw you as totally holy and righteous. How can this be? Read and
respond to the passage that follows to discover how this happens.

STUDY AND APPLY THE WORD

2 Corinthians 5:21
2God made him who had no sin to be sin for usthad in him we might becomthe
righteousness of God.

First look up 2 Corinthians 5:21in your own Bible and underline the words and phrases you think are most
important. Then answer the following questions:

1 What happened to our sins?

1 What was the result of Jesus becoming an for us?

Jesus became sin for us. Now when God looks at us He sees Jesus. Because of the cross, Jesus stands
El UbP1 1 OWUOUWEOE W& OEOQWEEOQE! OPOT wOUUWUPOUWEOEWOEODODI

1 We are justified

When your sins were canceled you were justified. This is an important term to remember because it
judicial term where meaning God declares you not guilty. He cancels the debt incurred by your si ns and
credits you with His righteousness . Paul says,

Romans 3:224

2ZThis righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
differencezfor all have sinned and fall short of the glory of Gtahd are justifed freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
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As you have seen, now as God looks at you He sees you through the righteous filter of His Son. Because
a0Uwi EYIT wel 1 OwNUUUDI Pl Ew' 1 wUI 1T Uw' DU estl DragsWwhatieniedns) 1 O U U (
to be justified by faith.
REFLECT AND RESPOND
(OQwadluwOpPOwPOUEUWI RxOEPOwWUT I wOl UOwW?NUUUDPI PEEUDO(

- To!

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
.:?:. , 1 O0UPA&Al WEOEWUI YPI PwUT PUwPkI 1 Oz UwEUUDPT OO1 OUWEOE wpk
&
—
1 Memorize and meditate on Ephesians 2:8. Write it in the space below.

1 Memorize and write the acronym GRACE

mo>» 0o
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DAY 5: EMPOWERED BY GRACE

G ift Of God
R eceived Through Faith
A dopted By The Father

C anceled Sins Through Jesus

E mpowered By Grace
Today we IOOOWEUOwWUT T wi POEOwWET EUEEUI UPUUPEwWOIi wl UEET 8 w&OE
Christian life and accomplish His purposes. Here is how divine empowerment happens.

YOU RECEIVE DIVINE E NABLEMENT

When you are empowered by grace you receave divine enablement. By this | mean that God empowers you

to do things that are His will. Through this divine enablement of grace you are able to do things that would

OUT 1T UPPUI WEIl wbOxOUUPEOI wi OUwaOUWEOS w1l E B uelWiuEudEMAN G
section that follows:

2 Peter 1:34

3His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him
who called us by his own glory and goodn&@dw.ough these he has given us his very great andopreci
promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in
the world caused by evil desires.

STUDY THE WORD
Read 2 Peter 1:24 several times in your own Bible and underline every promise of divine
enablementyou can find. What new insight did your receive?

S

YOU RECEIVE ALL THE POWER YOU WILL EVER NEED

(zOwUUUT waObUwOOUDPEIT Eened/ihiBglyaanéed to Efé)d lite of gGulihess. When you know

God and His Word you are able to claim his great promises (v.4). These promises enable you tgparticipate in

His divine natured w3 Owx EUUPEDXxEUI wbOw' PUWEDYDPOI wOEUUUT wol EO
you with the power to overcome the corruption of the world . You are encouraged to be awareof this great

| OEEODPOT wi UEET wUTl EVWEEOWI 1 OxwabUlwoDhYI wEwl OECawobi |
filled with His Spirit. To participate you must be in a position to receive the power that is promised. You will

learn more about being filled with the Holy Spirit in the weeks to come.

GOD & EMPOWERING GRACE | S SUFFICIENT

There will be times when you feel weak and overwhelmed trying to live a godly life and serve your God. You
will get tired and discouraged because of the obstaclesyou face and your own weaknesses. Even the Apostle
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Paul felt that he needed more than God was supplying for Him. Paul prayed three times that he would be

ITEOI Ewi UOOWEOWEDOOI OUwhkT PET wil wil OUwPEUWODOwWrD OT wi DU
2 Corinthians 12:9
O 0wl 1 wUEPEwWUOWOT OwE, awl UEET wbUwUUIi i PEPI OUwi OUwaodu
| will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me.

There is a promise for all believers here. God will give you His grace or divine enablement which is totally
sufficient for facing any temptation or test you might encounter. In fact it is when you feel the weakest that
&OEzUwl OxOpI UPOT wi UEET wbPOOwWUT U0 wOOwadblwdbOUUwxOPI Ul UO

REFLECT AND RESPOND
#OwaoOUwUl EOCOAWET OP1 YTl wUT EVw&OEzZUwI OEEODPOT wi UEEI

# difficulties you will face? Explain.

¢ 6UPUI WEWEUPI |l wUUOOEUVa WO
live an effective Christian life.

wi ObpwadUwpPOOWXxEUUDPEDxEUI wbh

CHRIST CAME TO LIVE IN YOU AND YOU IN CH RIST

When you received Christ there was a dramatic change that occurred immediately. Christ came to live in you
and you in Christ.

Christ in you

When you received Christ, youreceived UT 1 w' OOa w2 xpUDPUOwphl OwbUw" T UPUUz UwUI x
2xPUPUwPPUT POwaObOUwPUwWw&OEZUWEDYDOI wOEUUUI wi OEEODPOT wa ol
how Christ is in us.

Galatians 2:20
29 have been crucified with Christ ahdo longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body,
| live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

x  Christ in you means that you have His power to develop His character

2 Peter 1:3
3His divine power has gived Uwl Y1 Ua

U1 DOT wbl wOI 1 Ewi OUwODPIi 1 wEDEwWT OE
You in Christ
Not only is Christ in you but you also are in Christ. When you are in Christ it means that you are secure for

all eternity . You received the seal of the Holy Spirit on the day of your adoption. P aul gives us further insight
in what it means to be in Christ.
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Colossians 3:B

1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated
at the right hand of GodSet your minds on things above, not on eartthiings. 3For you died, and

your life isnow hidden with Christ in God.

Since you have been crucified with Christ and He lives in you, you also live with Christ in God. Your life is
now hidden with Christ in God (v.3)This means that when God looks at you He sees His Son. You are holy
and blameless in His sight because He sees you through the filter of His Son. You aresecure because your
old life is hidden, your sins covered by the blood of Jesus.

x You in Christ means that you are secure; holyand right | QOUU wP Ow& OEz UwUDT T U

Ephesians 1:4
4For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy artebsaim his sight.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
In your own words tell about what it means to you to be in Christ and Christ in you. What is the
# differ ence? How will these two changes affect how you live?

THE FULL CYCLE OF GRACE

2EYDOT wi UEET wEOQEwI OEEODPOT wi UEET wl OQwU0OT T UT 1T UBw8OUwPI
adoption. You were also given His enabling grace as He imparted to you His divine nature so that you could
OPY!l wEwl OECAwOPi 1 w3l E0wi OEEODPOT wi WawEhrough Uswss thai BthersU U |
can know Him and be strengthened as we have been strengthened. In his letter to the Christians in Rome,

Paul said,

Romans 12:6
We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let hiim use
proportion to his faith.

The empowering grace of God supplies us with gifts that we are to use for the building up of othe rs in the
family of God. Peter tells us,

1 Peter 4:10
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administésiggaGe
in its various forms.

The grace of God, therefore, is intended to go full cycle. God expects yu to be a conduit for His grace. He
wants you to extend that grace to others, and bring glory to Himself. Paul prayed that the believers in
Thessalonica would complete this cycle.
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2 Thessalonians 1:111?2

1With this in mind, we constantly pray for yothat our God may count you worthy of his calling, and

that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.
1ANe pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and youaodurdjng to

the grace of outod and the Lord Jesus Christ.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
3T POOWOI wEwWi I PwbPEAUWUT EOwW&OEZUwl OxOPI UDPOT wi UEET w

#0 can you complete the cycle?

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
};. p Memorize and review UT PUwbil 1 Oz UWwEUUDT OO1 OUWESEwWPUPUT wbUwbO
‘l‘ 7z
1 Memorize and meditate on Ephesians 2:8, $Write it in the space below.

Memorize and write the acronym GRACE

)l
G
R
A
C
E

CREATE A 3X5 REVIEW CARD

Your final assignment for the week is to create a 3x5 review card. On side one write the memory verse or
verses for the week. On side two write the acronyms GRACE. For the rest of the course review the card at
least once a week.

&d EARS AND CHEERS

OwOi | wEl 1 DOODOT WO wi E Ellbaugivier ad gpPomdnity @ Ehate G204 wa O U w
going on in your life. This is voluntary and you will never be p ressured to share if you choose
not to. Your group leader will give you the opportunity to share the following:

1 Tears
231 EUU» wUI x Ul B]dGdppdintindnts amB diHefssuds you are facing. This will enable you to
work through issues with the support of the group and receive encouragement and prayer

1 Cheers
2"T 1T 1T UU2 wbUwUOT 1T weOl UUDOT OwNOa UwE OE wU xbblizimy these iessing OT U U
strengthen you and encourage others.
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WEEK 2

HOW THE BIBLE WAS WRTTEN

4 _ _ N\
oNo other historical boo

has the 0a
predict future historical
events. The Bible, with
boldness and one hundryg
percent accuracy, has
predicted scores ehey
and details.

INTRODUCTION

U d@0G DETY dwuOOU wOT wOi 1T whpOUOEWEOT Uwb(
one and only source of authority, period! The sovereign God of the
universe has spoken through the Bible. It is His authoritative

3dcommunication to all His creation. There is no other true source of

" “authority. This week you will learn five reasons you can trust the

EUOUT OUPUawoOi w&OEZUwe OUEBwW( wbhDOOwUL

remember these five reasons you can trust the Bible to be the Word of

God.

- )

WEEK 2 STUDY

DAY 1: D ivinity
DAY 2:U nity

DAY 3: M anuscripts
DAY 4: P rophecy
DAY 5: S urvival

WEEK 2 ASSIGNMENTS :

 Memorize and meditate on 2 P

2 Peter 1:221

eter 1:221

20Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own
interpretation.?*For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

1 Memorize the acronym DUMPS.

D ivinity

U nity

M anuscripts
P rophecy

S urvival

1 Review all previous memory work from your index cards .

37

——
| —



1 Prepare your memory/review index card. Write your memory verse for the week on one side and the
DUMPS acronym on the other side.

DAY 1: THE DIVINITY OF THE BIBLE

Why should we believe that the Bible is the literal words of God? Why should we trust what the Bible says

as our one and only source of truth and authority? Can we depend on the Bible to never fail us as a source of

wisdom and guide to a fulfilled life? This week we will answer these important questions by looking at

Divinity , the first of five reasons why the Bible should be the sole and absolute source of authority in our

lives. The Bible claims to be written by God Himself. Y ou will be amazed at the preponderance of evidence

that supports this claim. In a culture that increasingly embraces all religions and all truth as equal, we need
OOwOOUwOHOOawUl CawdOwlT 1T w! PEOT WEUwW& OE z UwU lkib@éfendEitdE wOU U u
others. WeneedtoE1 WEEOT wOOwW?T DYT wEOUPT UU> wi OUwWUT T wi Ox1 wUOT ECwE

1 Peter 3:15
15But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope that goe.fBut do this with gentleness and respect,

FOUR SOURCES OF AUTH ORITY

All people live their lives and make decisions based on some source of authority. Whether they are aware of

it or not, people use some source of authority as a reference point to dstinguish between right and wrong.

, OUEOQWET OPEIl UWwEUI wOOUWOEET wPhOWEWYEEUUO6w( OwUOEEazUwWE
accept one source of authority as equal to all others. According to many there is not just one truth that serves

as asource of authority, but many equally reliable sources. There are four basic sources of authority people

use to make moral choices. To help you remember these sources of authority | will use the acronym TIES. The

first three sources of authority we will | ook at are inadequate. The final source is the only true and adequate

source of authority.

1. Tradition
Some people use tradition as their primary source of authority. Some religions use tradition as their source
of authority. A tradition is a human pattern of thought or action that is handed down through the
generations. Usually people put great importance on a belief or practice and through the generations it
becomes increasingly important until it finally becomes a source of authority that no one dares challenge.
While traditions have their place in a culture and faiths, they should never serve as a source of authority.
The Apostle Paul warned against such traditions.

Colossians 2:8
8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptiesophy, which depends on
human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.

What Paul addresses here is a heresy. Some were teaching that for a person to be saved they must combine
faith in Christ with man -made regulations. These were such traditions as circumcision, observance of
religious festivals, and the abstinence from certain foods. These traditions were not wrong, but elevating
them to a place of authority was wrong. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees and teachers of the law foplacing
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external traditions above the authority of Scripture ( Matthew 15:120). Tradition is always an inadequate
source of authority.

Intellect

Many people use their own intellect or reason as their source of authority. In this case people determine

their own truth based upon what they think is right and wrong. How many times have you heard
UOOI 001 wUEawUT pOT UwoOPOl Ow? wi OOEW&OEWPOUOE WOl YI Uw
OUw? (wETI OPT YT wUT 1T Ul wEUI wOE Gciusionsale based Salely &ndHe authprity ofO O u
OO0l zUwOPOwWDPOUI 001 EUGwW3T 1 wxUOEOI OwkPPUT wUTI DPUWUOUUE
subjective judgment of each person based on what he/she thinks. To me this is a very scary thought
because myreasoning is often faulty and self- serving. And so is yours! We need only to look at history

and see that the tendency of mankind is to make poor choices. That is why the Apostle Paul said,

1 Corinthians 1:25
25For the foolishness of God is wiser thaania wisdom, and the weakness of Gagtionger than man's
strength.

"OOXxEUI EwbPPUT w&OEZUwbPPUEOOOWUT 1 wbPUEOOWOI wOEOWED
UT OUUBw, EOzUwWUI EUOODPOT wbUwOI U1 Qwi EVUOU a 6 w6réasoBinglofub E
the world and its manmade principles. He says,

Colossians 2:20
20Sjnce you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to
it, do you submit to its rules:

Emotions -Experience

There are some peope who look to what they have experienced or what they feel as their primary source

of authority. Emotions become the basis for choosing right or wrong. It is how they feel about a choice

U EQwWET U1 UOBOI UwbT ECwUT T a wk b 00 wEoittusomeiseaty ddnséduandds E U
in its contents. Feelings and experiences can be very deceiving, and make a very poor and sometimes
dangerous source of authority. What feels good can often be morally wrong.

Since the beginning of time people have used personal experiences as the foundation for their spiritual

EIl OPI i UBw, ENOUwWUI OPT POOUWT EYT WEI 1 OWEEUI EwUOOI Oa w(
example, Islam is based on the experience of Mohammed. He claims that the angel Gabriel spoke tchim

in a cave on Mount Hira. The Prophet Mohammed was then given the Koran that was originally engr aved
POw UEEPEWOOWUEEOI UUwWOi wUUOOT w31 PUw?1 Ul UOGOEO? WEODOO
person and his writings are the authority u pon which Muslims base their moral choices and their eternal
destiny. Mormonism is based primarily on the experience of one person, Joseph Smith, who also had a
visitation by an angel whom he said gave him tablets of gold from which the Book of Mormon was
translated.

The Apostle Paul warns the Christians in Corinth about following anyone who uses their own experiences
as a basis for authority. Read what Paul says and then answer the questions that follow.
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STUDY AND APPLY THE WORD

Colossians 2:189
18D not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for
the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind
puffs him up with idle notionsi®He has lost connection with thel E E 6 w

9 According to this passage what is the danger of being influenced by someone who uses personal
experience as his or her primary source of authority?

1 What are some of the behaviors of those who rely on a personal experience as their source of
authority?

Paul is not saying that we should never talk about our experiences with God. What Paul is warning about
is using those experiences as a source of authority. It is dangerous to follow those who rely on feelings
and personal experiences. A persa can easily be led astray by focusing on experiences rather that the
authority of God and His revealed Word. Cults are usually formed by someone who says they have had
an experience with God. Experiences can be very subjective. A person who focuses onlyon experiences
and feelings can easily lose connection with the only true source of authority, Jesus Christ

Scripture

The fourth and only adequate source of authority is Scripture. The only objective basis for making moral
choices is God Himself and what He says in the Bible. There is only one source of truth. | want us to look
at the claims the Bible makes about being the Word of God and the only source of truth and authority.
God claimed it!

The Bible claims to have come from God Himself. Without reservation or apology the Bible claims to be

the Word of God. Over three thousand times the Bible uses phrases sucha® 3 T UU wUE &, 0r@ & bIUw+ @OWE
UOwb I E U wZhé Bibld thitngto be a record of what God has said and done. Following are just two

of the thousands of claims. Just prior to the day of Pentecost Peter said,

Acts 1:16
159 1 UO0T 1 UUOWOT | w2 EUDx U the)Holy SriE spdiedlong dgau thiough B0 O1 Ewpi DI
mouth of David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who agsssg@dld Added)

When His parents took Jesus to Egypt, Matthew says that Jesus stayed there,
Matthew 2:15

156 WUOUPOWT | wET EOT wo Iwhet thell 6ré Hadisaid traugiixnepdphesOw 01 DO OT E w
Of wsT ax0w( whddddked wOa WUOOE » w
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The! PEOI wEOEPOUWUT E0wPUwPUwWUOT | we OUEwWOT w&OEOWEU O wWI O
this? How did it end up that we have the very words of God in print? How can we know that these words

EUI WEEEUUEUI yw Ul wOT 1 Ul wUl 600au@0Euy b 0PDEUwWE OB BID!
answer is twofold:

i God breathed it!
%PUUUwWP]l wOl 1 EwUOwWwOdOPwWUT EUwWPUWPEUVUWUT UBUTT WEDPYD(
thoughts to man. The Scripture says,

2 Timothy 3:16
Al Scripture is Godbreathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in

righteousness,

The Greek word for inspiration is theupnevatusvhich means ? & O E w E UWé&nldht s&dhat God
breathed His words to be written down in the Bible. The following Sc ripture gives us a glimpse of
how God ? E Ul EtkeiBibl& to be written.

2 Peter 1:221

20Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own
interpretation.2fFor prophecy never had its origin in the will of mét men spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2" EUUDI Esua ba&utizé) iteem, describing a ship that loses its sail and rudder. The current
E1 Ul UOPOTI UwUOT T wUT PEEUVWB P Ehe B G wlieat) ThBHby Spoiw? EE U U D
E O O & ldivinely directed men to write what God revealed.

1 Men wrote it
(DwPEUW&OEZUWEUI EUT wUl EOWEPEUEU] EwbPT EUwWUT 1T wEUUT C
their writing. God, however, did not treat the authors a s robots. He allowed each person to write in
his own style, but God always controlled the content. What was written in the Bible is exactly what
God wanted it to say. (SeeJohn 14:16; 16:125)

WHI CH OF THBNGQUIDO YO8 8TAKE YOUR LIFE ON?

The questiOOwl EET wxl UUOOwWOUUUWEQUPTI UwhPUOw?6T ECwPPOOWET wC
Cawobi |l wOdy» w, OUOwx] 6x Ol wUPOxOawi OOEVwWUT UOUT T wobi 1 u
Ol WEUUT OUPUad w+1 Uz UwO oy FlIESOaDd e Opliont) tiatgddpe Baveb w01 1 wE

T radition
Living life and making moral choices based on the authority of man-made patterns of thoughts and actions.

| ntellect
Living life and making moral choices based on personal reason and what a person thinks is right and wrong.

E xperience-emotions
Living life and making moral choices based on experiences and what a person feels is right or wrong.
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S cripture
Living life and making moral choices based on the Bible, a book of absolutes that claims to speak for God
and is given to man by the sovereign Lord of the universe.

The choice seems clear. If the Bible can be proved reliable, why would a person trust any other source of
authority? As you will see in days two through five, the evidence for the relia bility of the Bible is
overwhelming. You do not have to go on blind faith.

AUTHORITY AND OBEDIE NCE

If the sovereign creator of the universe has given us His Word to guide our lives it only makes sense that we
should obey what He says. Since an altpowerful, all -knowing, and all -loving God knows what is best for us
we should be eager to obey Him. Our tendency, however, is to want to be our own authority | to not obey
God fully. We are willing to obey God as long as it does not conflict with our selfish desi res. Most of us want
to pick and choose the areas in which we will allow God to be the authority in our lives.

God wants us to trust Him and His Word enough to obey Him in all things. His Word is perfect and thus a
perfect guide for our life. If we are wi lling to obey God we will experience great joy and peace in our lives.
We will be fulfilled and content. Jesus said to His disciples,

John 15:911

9"As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in miflioy@u obey my commands

you will remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.
1] have told you this so that my joy may be in you and yioair joy may be complete? (aold added).

REFELCT AND RESPOND
a Write one paragraph explaining the four sources of authority and why you believe that the Bible
is the only adequate source of authority. Think of how you would explain the concept to an
#0 unbeliever.

Write one paragraph explaining what the Bible has to say about being the Word of God and how it was
written.
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WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
k/ , 1 O0uPal weOEwWUI YPI PwOi DPUwpki 1 OZUwWEUUDT 601 OUwWED
== xUl YDOUUwPI | Oz UwlOl OOVUawEUUDLT 601 OUUwi UOOwa OUU w/

1 Memorize and meditate on 2 Peter 1:21. Write it in the space below.

1 Memorize the acronym DUMPS.

D

U
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DAY 2: UNITY

Today we will look at the second reason why the Bible is the only source of authority we will ever need -the

incredible unity of the Bible. ! A wUT | wl OEwOl wUOOEEazUwUUUEaw( zOwUUUI waol
account for a book written by 40 authors over 1500 years on three continents with a single theme and no
contradictions.

AN 0Ol MPOSSI BINS®PRQRGTT

When the Jews wanted to stone Jesus for claiming He was the Son of God, Jesus referred them to the Old
Testamentandsaid,? 8 6 8 UT 1 w2 EUDPx UUUI wE B&@GWasudhinding theéws Gmuptheldtad wihuy o
reliability and unity of the Old Testament. It tells one compre hensive and cohesive story. As we will see, this

writing project was impossible for man to do on his own. It was truly a Divine project by the hand of the

Almighty. Here are some of the things that made the writing of the Bible humanly impossible.

A fifte en hundred year project

What was said hundreds of years before was in complete agreement with what Jesus was saying on that day
to the skeptical Jews The Author of the Bible guaranteed total unity. Even though the Bible was written over
a period of 1500 years there is not even one contradiction!

The contribution of forty different authors

Not only was the Bible written over a period of 1500 years, there were forty different authors who had a hand
in writing it. These authors came from very diverse backgrou nds. There was Moses, adopted son of royalty
who wrote the first five books of the Bible, called the Law. There was David, a shepherd who became a king
and wrote the book of Psalms. There was Amos who was a sheep breeder and fruit caretaker. Daniel and
Nehemiah had high positions in foreign governments. Peter and John were fisherman, while Matthew was a
tax collector and Luke was a medical doctor. Who would ever think to choose such a diverse group of people
to write a book together?

Many different kinds  of books
Even a casual reader of the Bible will notice the extremely diverse kinds of writings. The Bible contains
history, poetry, proverbs, preaching, prophecy, biography and letters.

Many different countries and continents
The Bible was composed in thirteen countries and on three continents.

ol MPOSSI BLEG UNITY

Think about it for a minute. Consider the impossibility of a writing project that spans more fifteen hundred
years, written in thirteen countries by forty different authors with the goal of havi ng a common theme with
no contradictions. The story line must be carried through from beginning to end with complete unity. Would
you take on such a project? Who would be crazy enough to be the editor of that kind of volume? Oh, and by
the way, there are to be no mistakes.
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You try it!

6 OUOEwWwaOUwWEUU]I Ox UwUOWEOOUEDPOEUI WUUET WEwWxUONIT EUY w+ 1
edit a book on a topic to be assigned. You are given the freedom to find forty different authors to contribute

to this book. You ask these authorsto write about a controversial subject without collaborating with the
others. At the conclusion of the project they mu st be willing to stake their lives on the accuracy and unity of

the book.

Would you accept the project? If so, what do you think would be the outcome? How much agreement would
you have between the forty authors? You might get agreement on a few points but overall you would have
great diversity. You would have as least as many different ideas as you had authors. Contradictions would
abound. Because of theE U U | dfgérenbackgrounds, experiences, values, and thought patterns, you would
find greatly varyi ng points of view on the subject.

SUPERNATURAL UNITY

Now think back to the humanly impossible task of writing the Bible. How could forty different authors who

lived in different eras, with different languages and cultures, not reflect the distinctiveness of their cultures?

How were they able to maintain an essential unity of thought and principles throughout the hundreds of

al EUUYy w311 wOOOawESUPT UwPUwUT EVwUT T awkl Ul wbOUxPUI Ew
into their minds and souls. God supernaturally gave them the ability to record exactly what He wanted in

Uil w! PEOTI 6 w»UOOw&I Ol UBUwWOOwW11 YI OEUPOOWUT 1T wlT 1 O1 wol Y
from cover to cover. There are 1500 years of supernatural consistency.

Unity despite diversity

As we have seen, the Bible has total unity born of incredible diversity. For example, Moses, the author of the

first five books of the Bible, while he was a Hebrew by birth, was raised by an Egyptian mother in an Egyptian
culture. HI wP EUWUEBDUI EwPOw/ T EUEOTI ZUWEOUUUWEOE WOl EUOIT EwWwE O

Acts 7:22
2Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful in speech and action.

You would assume that with this background Mose s would write from an Egyptian point of view. You would
think that at least some of his writing would reflect an upbringing that was heavily influenced by a culture
that did not believe in the true God. In looking at the first five books of the Bible which tell the story of
creation, the fall, the Patriarchs and the Law with all its regulations you will find no trace of Egyptian beliefs
about God.

Every law is directly from God. This phenomenon was not only true of Moses but every other author no
matter wh at his country, culture or language. All authors of the Bible faithfully reflected the same core values
and beliefs in spite of their differences.

Unity of theme
There is a common theme that runs from the first book of the Bible to the final chapter. No author ever
contradicts or departs from this theme. The theme is that God is love. The Apostle John says,
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1 John 4:8, 16
%1 Ol YI UWEOTI UwOOUwoOYI!l wEOI U wenddsauwelkio argl 2 onute ] EEUUIT w
love God has for us. God is love. \&ir lives in love lives in God, and God in him.

The Bible is really a love story. It is the story of God creating mankind to be loved by Himself so that men
would love God and others. God created humans to be His own beloved children. He lovingly plac ed Adam
and Eve in a beautiful garden so they could enjoy it and care for it. They had complete intimacy with their

heavenly Father.

3T T wUUOVAwWUOOOWEWUUET PEwUOUUOwWPT T OwOEOwWUI NT EUI Ew&OEZz Uu
His own. Adam and Eve sinned and their sin separated them from God. Mankind now suffers the
consequences for their rebellion. The rest of the story is all about God, in love, providing a way for man to be

reconciled to Himself. It is about God pursuing man and offering him forgiveness for his sins. The epic event

in this common theme of love is the heavenly Father sacrificing His Son on the cross to pay the price for our

sins and to purchase salvation for us. Through grace we have a restored relationship with God. The final
PETExUIl U? wbO

Qu
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into heaven to live with Him forever. Every word in the Bible is a part of this theme of love.

U

Unity without errors

The final fact that makes the unity of the Bible so incomprehensible is that it contains no errors. A perfect,
holy God, created not just a reliable book for man but a perfect book. God inspired the authors of the Bible to
write without mistakes. Think about it. Sixty -six books, forty authors, fifteen hundred years, three continents,
thirteen countries and no errors. The Psalmist assures us that,

Psalms 19:7
"The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making
wise the simp.

For the Bible to be the final authority in our lives it must be without error. For a God who created the universe
POWUPRWEEAUOWUT PUWPEUWOOUWEWEDPI Il PEUOUWUEUOS w&OEZzZ UWED"
holy and perfect and therefore everything He does is holy and perfect. Therefore the Bible is inerrant , which

means it is without errors. The original writing contains no mistakes or errors whatsoever. There have been

some minor errors in transmission of the Bible from copy to copy over the years, but even these are relatively

few. The Bible has withstood unparalleled scrutiny and attacks. It has proven to be completely accurate in

every way.

The Bible itself speaks of its own inerrancy. Jesus made it clear that He believed every wordwas perfect and
therefore could be trusted.

Matthew 5:1718

WD #OwWOOUWOT POOWUT ECw( wi EYT WEOOT WOOWEEOOPUT wlT 1 w+ Eb
to fulfill them. 18 | tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the ss@létter, not the

least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.
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is accomplished.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
Write a one-paragraph summary about the unity of the Bible. Write it as if you were explaining
# the unity to an unbelieving friend.

In the following space write how the unity of the Bible affects you personally. How does this supernatural
unity enable you to have complete trust POw& OEz Uw6 QUEY

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
—_— .1 006uPal wEOEwWUI YDl PwUi PUwPI 1 Oz UwEUUDT 601 OOWED
S|E= x Ul YPOUUwPI 1 OzUwOl O6UawEUUDT 001 OUUwi UOOwa OU U wi

1 Memorize and meditate on 2 Peter 1:2€1. Write it in t he space below.

1 Memorize the acronym DUMPS.

D

U
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DAY 3: MANUSCRIPTS

Today we will turn our attention to some of the more technical issues of how the Bible was written. We will

look at the third reason we can trust th e Bible as our only source of authority. You will learn some astounding

facts about the reliability of the original writing and manuscripts. | want to look at some very legitimate

U1 UUDOOUwxT Ox Ol woODPT T Uwi EYI wEEOUU wUItivhatwe Ba®e tddayisth® x O1 wE
authentic Word that the Holy Spirit inspired men to write? How many manuscripts are there and how have

OTT AawETT OQwxUl Ul UYT Eyw' OPWEEQwPI] wEl weél UUEPOQwWUT ECwUT T & wl
the Bible was written.

THE ORIGINAL LANGUAG ES OF THE BIBLE

Hebrew

The language that the Old Testament was written in was Hebrew. It was the language of the Jewish or Hebrew
people. God chose this language because it would communicate exactly what He wanted to reveal aout
Himself. The language is very precise and visual and can communicate in a very personal, intimate way.

Greek

The New Testament was written in Greek. God chose this language because it was spoken in most of the
world at the time Jesus arrived on the scene. It was an ideal language for the communication of the gospel.

Greek was a very intellectual language and therefore was effective in expressing the logic and reasonableness
of the Christian faith.

THE WRITING AND COPY ING OF THE MANUSCRIP TS

The writi ng of manuscripts
Ancient copies of the Bible or portions of the Bible were originally written on materials vastly different from
what we write and print on today.

1 Clay ¢ Probably the most ancient writing material was clay. It was soft enough to write on with a sharp
instrument, yet hard enough to be preserved.

i Stonet Talk about something that is hard to write on! Letters had to be chiseled onto stone tablets. Moses
recorded the law on tablets of stone. (Exodus 24:12)

9 Papyrus ¢ Papyrus is a plant of the Nile valley. The pith of the plant can be cut into strips and pressed
into writing material. These materials can be made into scrolls.

1 Leather/parchment ¢ Leather products from the skins of animals became popular to write on.

9 Papert During the second century A. D. the Chinese invented paper.

Copying of manuscripts

The manuscripts of the Old Testament that exist today were hand copied by Jewish scribes who were
thoroughly trained for this task. Remember that the Old Testament was written between approximat ely 1446
ECEwWKYYuw! 8" 8w wUxI EPEOQwWI UOUx wOi w) il pPUT WUEUPEI UWEEOOI E
They followed strict procedures and were meticulous as they made copies of the Hebrew Bible from about

A.D. 500 to 900. This version of theOld Testament was called the Masoretic text.
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THE NUMBER OF MANUSC RIPTS

Compared to other ancient documents of significance, the Bible has by far the most documents to verify its
EUUT T OUPEPUaAGwW. | wbOxOUUEOUWUI EUOE Uatr&ldgieaiudd 1 GAWESQuCa] Qlhu
Gallic War©Q WE OE wt Kt wE O xliad éxist.Blt uneréddd oMeg £JOD0 ancient manuscripts of the New
Testament! There are also over 10,000 ancient manuscripts or parts of manuscripts of the Old Testament. The
more manuscripts there are the easier it is to verify how accurately they have been copied and confirm what

the original documents said.

Josh McDowell says the following about the great number of New Testament documents compared to other
ancient writings:

?There are more than 5,686 kno@reek manuscripts of the New Testament. Add over 10,000 Latin
Vulgate and at least 9,300 other early versions, and we have close to, if not mor25thaq,
manuscriptcopies of portions of the New Testament in existemieg/ tdo other document of antiquity

I YI OWETI T POUWUOWExxUOEET wUUET wOUOET UUSbw( OWEOOXE
manuscripts that still survive. The first complete preserved text of Homer dates from the thirteenth

EIl O0UUa» 8

THE AGE OF MANUS CRIPTS

OOUT T UwOEUUT UwEI T 1 EUPOT wUOT 1T weUUT | OUPEPUawOI wOEOUU
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existing copies of New Testament documents with ancient secular documents:

Document Date Written Earliest Existing Document
"El UEUZ Uw&EOOBEBUIG EUU A.D. 900

/| OEUOz Uw3i UUE@DOB.®.I U A.D. 1300

* OO0I liad U w 900 B.C. 400 B.C.

New Testament A.D. 40-100 A.D. 125

The earliest existing manuscript of Gallic Wars was written 900 years after the original. The earliest copy of

Tetralogies is 1300 years after the original andlO B Edardielt existing document was copied 500 years after
the original. By contrast the earliest copies of the New Testament were written only 25-85 years after the
originals. Again, after close scrutiny, the Bible stands head and shoulders above other ancient manuscripts in
number of manuscripts and recent copies.

THE ACCURACY OF MANU SCRIPTS

We canalso trust the accuracy of Biblical manuscripts. God made sure that there would be ample evidence
that the Bible came from Him by making sure that the manuscripts would be accurate. With the Bible we do

not have to fill in the gaps as we do with othermanUUEUD x UU wOi wEOUDP@ZUDPUA S wwnOU wli
plays, which were written only 400 years ago and after the printing press, cannot even begin to compare to
Ull w! PEOCT 6w3T 1T Ul wEUTI wOEUTT wOPUUDOT wUI EUD O Groplet® hisu 2 1
thoughts. Not so with the Bible. There are no gaps to fill in.
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The Dead Sea Scrolls

Perhaps you have read about the Dead Sea Scrolls. These scrolls were found in 1947 in some caves in an area
close to the Dead Sea. A Jewish community that exsted between 145 B.C. and A.D. 68 inhabited these caves.
They stored some of the ancient scrolls in sealed jars, which kept them relatively intact.

At the time of their discovery, the Dead Sea Scrolls were 1,000 years older than the previous earliest Old
Testament manuscripts. When compared to a manuscript of Isaiah 63hat was written and copied 1,000 years

later, only oneP OUEOQw? OPT 1 U» wbOwYIl UUI whivwPEUWEDI 11 Ul OU8 w31 BU wC
accuracy would be humanly impossible. A thousand years of copying and still almost one hundred percent

accurate! The accuracy of the Bible is a miracle of God.

CONCLUSION

God has left us with overwhelming documentation that our Bible is indeed His exact words. He has left us
with manuscripts that have stood the test of scrutiny. The manuscripts have been attacked by skeptics and
studied by Christian scholars. Through it all our Lord has demonstrated beyond any doubt that the Book He
has entrusted us with is truly His Word.

REFLECT AND RESPON D
Write a brief summary of what has impressed you about the preservation of the Bible. What would
# you want to share with an unsaved friend who had questions about the reliability of the Bible?

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
.:,‘:. PR 1 OO6UPa&l wEOE wUI Y BigrnmanUdndwite It in thespadeutBat follows. Review all
== xUIlYPOUUwPI T OzUwOI OOVUawEUUDPT 001 OUUwi UOOwadbUUwpOE

1 Memorize and meditate on 2 Peter 1:221. Write it in the space below.

1 Memorize the acronym DUMPS.

D

U
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DAY 4: PROPHECY

Prophecy is the fourth reason we can be completely sure that the Bible is the ultimate and only source of
authority in life. The Bible accurately foretells the details of events hundreds and even thousands of years
before they occur.

A BOOK LIKE NONE OTHER !

-OwoOUT T Uwi PUUOUPEEOWEOOOWT EVwUT T w?PEVUEEEDPUa?> wUOOwxUT |
one hundred percent accuracy, has predicted scores of events and details. The Old Testament contains 2,000
prophecies, which are very specific.

Norman Geisler and William Nix say in their book, A General Introduction to the Bille

?2- OWUOEOOGEPUDPOOGEOWxUOxT T Eawldl wUI T w! PEOI WEEOU U wI
books claim divine inspiration, such as thedfg the Book of Mormon, and parts of the [Hindu] Veda.

But none of those books contains predictive prophecy. As a result, fulfiled prophecy is a strong
PDOEPEEUPOOWOl wUT T wUOPGUI OWEPYDPOI weUUT OUPUa wOi wlO

EXAMPLES OF FULFILLE D PROPHECY
The Bible has scores of prophecies, which have already been fulfilled. We will look at just a few of them.

The restoration of Jerusalem

The prophet Isaiah foretold the restoration of Jerusalem before it was ever destroyed. We know this because
the first verse of the book of Isaiah documents that he is writing during the time of Kings Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, all Kings of Judah who reigned between 767 to 686 B.C., a time span of 81 years.

Isaiah 1:1
IThe vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that IsaialofsSAmoz saw during the reigns of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

. Ol woOil w(UEPET zUwOEOQOawxUOxT 1 EPl UWPEUWEEOUUWEOQwI YiI O
approximately 681 B.C. In Isaiah chapter 44, God reveals to Isaiahthat He would use a conquering King to
restore Jerusalem, even though the great city was still standing. Here is the prophecy.

Isaiah 44:24, 268

2¢'This is what the LORD saysa O U U w1l | BEswhb éiriés dut the words of his servants and fulfills

thex Ul EPEUPOOU WO wi PUwWOT UUT OTT UUOwWPT OwUEaAaUwOT w) 1 1
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and will accomplish all that | please; he WIE & wOi w) 1 UUUEOI OOwE+1 UwbPUwWET wl
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Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 B.C. by the BabyloniansluY Y wal EUUwWET Ul Uw( UEPET z Uu
the temple was not started until 539 B.C. when Cyrus whOw B U w Ol OUP OO EwbOw( UEDPEI
Babylon. It was Cyrus, king of Persia, who God used to allow the Jews to return to Jerusalem so they could
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rebuild the city and the temple. There is no way that Isaiah could have known any of the details and events
that would happen more than 100 years in the future unless God revealed them to him. Listen to this
astounding fulfillment of prophecy:

Ezra 1:2
2'This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: ""The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms
of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him atlJefused Ow) UEET z & 2

The city of Babylon
Babylon was the greatest city of the ancient world. The Bible predicted that God would destroy it. The city
would become desolate and uninhabitabl e. The prophet Jeremiah says,

Jeremiah 50:13
13Because of the LORD's anger she will not be inhabited but will be completely desolate. All who pass
Babylon will be horrified and scoff because of all her wounds.

Today ancient Babylon is a heap of ruins in the middle of the desert!

The Jewish people

Deuteronomy 28oretells how the Jewish people would be removed from their land if they did not obey God.

Godsays,? 6 8 OUwbDOOWET wUxUOOUT Ewli UOOWUT 1 wOEQE ey Woudbd wi OUI
happened when they were exiled in Assyria and Babylon. The Bible also predicted that they would one day

return to their homeland. The book of Ezekiel says,

Ezekiel 36:24
24"Eor | will take you out of the nations; | will gather you from all the countries and bring you back
into your own land.

This seemingly impossible event happened in 1948. The Jews who had no place to call home were gien Israel
once again as their homeland. They returned to their homeland from all over the earth. As you know there is
once again a nation of Israel, something that most people prior to 1948 would never have thought would
happen.

Prophecies fulfill ed by Christ

There are many prophecies that were fulfilled by Christ. | am going to give you a lengthy list for further
reading. You will find the prophecy followed by the reference to the fulfillment. |1 would like you to read
through these prophecies and references and choose one to look up. Write down what you discover in the
Study and Apply the Word section at the end of the list of references.

Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2/Luke 2:47)

Born of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10/Luke 3:23,33)

Born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14/Matthew 1:23)

He would be a prophet (Deuteronomy 18:18/Mahew 21:11)

He would be a priest (Psalm 110:4/ Hebrews 3:1; 5:4,6)

He would have a special anointing of the Holy Spirit (Isaiah 11:2/Matthew 3:16,17)
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He would be preceded by a messnger (Isaiah 40:3/Mathew 3:13)
Entered Jerusalem on a donkey(Zechariah 9:9/Luke 19:3%7a)
Betrayed by a friend (Psalm 41:9/John 13:18)

Betrayed for 30 pieces of silver(Zechariah 11:13b/Matthew 271D)
, 001 awUUI EwUOwx UU E(zdehaiatuFL1BMafiieéw 270 Uwi Bl OE w
Forsaken by His disciples(Zechariah 13:7/Mark 14:27,50)
#DEOZ UWEOUPI Ulsalatbs3:wdaitew 271129)) w
Crucified with thieve s (Isaiah 53;12/Matthew 27:38)

Made intercession for His persecutors (Isaiah 53:12/Luke 2343
Lots castfor His garme nts (Psalm 22:18/John 9:23,24)

He suffered thirst (Psalm 69:21/John 19:28)

Given gall and vinegar to drink (Psalm 69:21/Matthew 27:34

He asked why he was forsaken (Psalms 22:1: Matthew 27:46
Ascended to God (Psalm 68:18/Acts 1:9)

=8 =4 =4 =4 8 -8 8 oa oaoaoa s e e

B  STUDY AND APPLY THE WORD
Choose one of the prophecies from the list above. Look up the references and write down

what you discover.

1 Prophecy

1 Fulfillment

STATISTICAL PROBABIL ITY

Hank Hanagraf, founder of the Christian Research Institute, gives the follow ing interesting information
kind of specific prophecies found through the pages of the Bible. Other so-called prophecies are vague and
crypticaOE wOl Ul OWEEQWET wi UOI POOI EwPOWEOa wOUOET Uwodi whEaL

1 Example
Isaiah 53t These predictions were written over 800 years before the birth of Jesus Christ. Amazingly all
eight prophecies were very specifically fulfilled int he death of Jesus of Nazareth.

might have lived down to the present time and fulfilled all eight prophecies is 1 X 1017 or one chance in
100,d0,000,000,00Y Y Y 0 »

1 Example
The same probability of picking a marked silver dollar out of two feet of silver dollars spread out over
the whole state of Texas. (Hank Hanagraf, Why do you Believe the Bible is Trjie?
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CONCLUSION

The prophetic ability demonstrated by G od is one more piece of compelling evidence of the reliability of the
Bible, and that God Himself is the author. Isaiah 45:2%ffirms,

2Declare what is to be, present-liet them take counsel together. Who foretold this long ago, who
declared it from tl distant past? Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no God apart from me, a
righteous God and a Savior; there is none but me.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
Write a brief summary of what has impressed you about the prophecies of the Bible. How could
# you use this information with an unsaved friend?

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
};. 7 1 OO0UP&l WEOEwWUI YPI PwUT PUwpkbI 1 Oz UwEUUDT OO1 OUWEOE wt
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1 Memorize and meditate on 2 Peter 1:R-21. Write it in the space below.

1 Memorize the acronym DUMPS.

D

U
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DAY 5: SURVIVAL

The Bible has not only survived over the years it has thrived , w( UwbD U wE a wi Edéliny bobkumped U O
know that since the invention of the printing press in 1445 more than 6 billion Bibles have been sold. The
Bible has been translated into more than 2,000 languages. Of all the books published more than three hundred
years agoonly 60 are in print today. But sales of the Bible are over $400,000,000 just in the US. Jesus was able

to predict with certainty, Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. Matthew 24:35

THE BIBLE HAS SURVIV ED CRITICISM

The survival of the Bible is the fifth and final piece of ev idence that we will look at this week. There has never

been a book in the history of man that has caused so much positive and negative emotion. Many men and
women love the Bible, while many others hate it. Many have fought to preserve it while many others have
sought to destroy it. No book in history has been persecuted like the Bible. Thomas Paine predicted during

the Revolutionary War period that the Bible would be out of print in his lifetime. He said, ? %D Y1l wal E U
now there will not be a Biblein AMUDEE S w( wi EYT wi OO1T wUT UOUT T wOT 1 ThdBD1
Paine 17371809 Age of Reason)

For two thousand years every possible effort has been made to undermine the authority of the Bible. The
Bible has been attacked by emperos, kings and scholars. It has endured the hatred of intellectual, political,
philosophical, scientific, and physical forces. It has survived every attack. Men come and go but the Word of
God survives forever. As the Bible proclaims,

Isaiah 40:63

sAvoiceUEa UOQuw?" UawOUUG> w OEw( wWUEPEOwW?6T EUwWUT EOOw( wE
like the flowers of the fiel@ he grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows

on them. Surely the people are grdshe grasaithers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God
UUEOGEUWI OUT YT UB~2w

Following are some of the criticisms the Bible has survived:

9 Criticism about errors and contradictions
A common criticism about the Bible is that it contradicts itself. People who a ttack the Bible point to what
they consider numerous contradictions and errors. In spite of all these attacks over the ages the questions
have been answered and the Bible has proved credible in every way.

9 Criticism about archeology
Most professional archeologists now acknowledge that the Bible is historically correct. The evidence is
overwhelming in supporting the accuracy of the Bible when it comes to the historical events and the
details of ancient cultures and locations. For example, for many years archeologists denied the existence
of a large Hittite Empire mentioned in the Bible. An archeological dig in 1906 uncovered the very empire
they had denied existed.

9 Criticism about science

The Bible has been severely criticized by the scientific community. However, while the Bible is not a book
on science, it proves to be accurate in all its information about the universe. As an example, the ancient
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world had many mythological scenarios about how the earth was supported in the universe. The Greeks

described the earth as being held up by the god Atlas. The Hindu religion taught that the earth was

supported on the backs of eight huge elephants. Yet the Bible tells a different, scientifically accurate story.
The book of Job says that God hung the earth? 6 O O wOIT+ @) Offcautsé this\whks thousands of
years before Isaac Newton discovered the law of gravity and proved that the earth really was suspended
200wdOUT POT 62

1 Contradictions
The Bible has been attacked for having hundreds if not thousands of contradictions. In all cases where the
Bible has been accused of contradicting itself, careful study has given reasonable answers to these
accusations.

THE BIBLE HAS SURVIV ED INTACT: THE HISTORY OF THE B IBLE

As we have seen, the Bible has survived the centuriesintact. Considering all the obstacles the Bible has
encountered, this can only be a miracle from God. For example, the Roman emperor Diocletian in A.D. 303
ordered that all Bibles be burned. Obviously he missed a few!

We will now look at a brief history o f the Bible, which will show how it has survived. There are three major

Transmission

1 The beginning of the Old Testament
We have already seen how the Bible has come to us through the centuries, copied by scribes on rcient
materials. We have seen how these manuscripts have not only been faithfully copied but also preserved
in great quantities for scholars to study today. Originally written in ancient Hebrew, the first five books
UOWET whbUBUUI Owpki UIlAIEBDAOS 1EG Wb ludw $i REERIU dlbeutetiiyd E U U O w
These books of Moses, written on a scroll made of animal skin, which measured over 150 feet long, were
EEOOI EwUT | w?3 OUET 26

1 The completion of the Old Testament
By approximately 500 BC, the 39 booksthat make up the Old Testament were completed. They were
preserved on scrolls in the Hebrew language.. There were 400 years between the last Old Testament
PUDUDOT UWEOGEwWUT T wEPUUT woOi w) 1 U0US w# UUDOT wlT pdlhatk® O1 wU I
OOOPOWEUWUT T w? xOEUaxT E2 wkl Ul whUDUUI O6w3iT1 Ul wEUT wuO
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1 The completion of the New Testament
By the first century BC all of the original Greek manuscripts which make up the 27 books of the New
Testament were written.

Translation
| want to show how translation impacted the survival of the Bible during a period of over two thousand years.
This will take us th rough a short course on Church History. Following are some of the major translations:
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The Septuagint

The Septuagint was the first book to be translated from Hebrew into another language. The Hebrew Old
Testament was translated into Greek in 200 BC becaus Greek was the universal language of the time.
This would have been the Bible that Jesus read.

The Vulgate

In 382 AD Jerome translated the entire Bible into Latin. This occurred because the church had become the
highest authority in the world and was hea dquartered in Rome. Latin had replaced Greek as the common
language. At this time in history the only recognized church was the Catholic Church of Rome. Emperor
Constantine had decreed that the Catholic Church would be the state religion and the first Pope was
chosen.

The Church refused to allow the Bible to be available in any language other than Latin. If anyone was
caught with non -Latin Scripture they were executed! The reason for this was that the priests were the only

ones who could understand Latin. This gave the church ultimate power. The common man could not
understand or question the Scriptures. With the church in complete control, it ruled with tyranny and

deceit. The thousanda | EUwx 1 UPOE wi UOOwWKYYw #wUOOwhOKYYw #ubElC
a truly dark time for Christians and the church.

John Wycliffe

(OwUT T wOEUI whit YYzZUOw) Ol Owe6aEODPI I 1 OwEwWOI OET Uwdi wlli
chosen to lead the world out of the Dark Ages. Wycliffe has been called the ? , OUODPOT w2 UE
111 OUOGEUDPOO?2 6 w311 w/ UOUI UUEOUwWL1 i OUOEUDPOOOWRT OUIT wo
about getting the Scriptures back into the hands of the common man. John Wycliffe translated and
produced the first handwritten Engli sh language manuscripts out of the Latin Vulgate.

Woycliffe died of natural causes but many of his followers, called Lollards, were persecuted and some even
OPOOI EQWEI EEUUIT wOil wxOUUIT UUDPOT WEGEwWUI EET POT wi UOO w6

Martin Luther

Martin Luther lau nched the Reformation on Halloween in 1517 by nailing his 95 Theses of Contention to
the Wittenberg Church door. Martin wanted the corrupt church to be exposed and the message of
salvation in Christ alone, by Scripture alone, through faith alone be taught again. Martin Luther translated

the Bible into German while in prison in 1522.

William Tyndale

William Tyndale was the Captain of the Army of Reformers. He finished his English Bible in 1530 and
thousands of copies were burned by the king of England. Will iam Tyndale was burned at the stake in
1536 for his commitment to translate the Bible from the original languages into the language of the
common man.

The Geneva Bible

The Geneva Bible came from a team of individuals who gathered in Geneva, Switzerland. This team
included Myles Coverdale, John Foxe, John Calvin and John Knox. Under the authority of the Church of
Geneva, this group completed what came to be called The Geneva Bible. This was the first Bible with
numbered verses for easier reading and marginal notes for study. This Bible, produced in 1560 was also
EEOOI EwUT T w?/ UUPUEQuw! PEOI 2 wWEQOEWEEOI wUOOw O1 UPEEwWPPD
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King James Bible

The English Bible became so well accepted that the Catholic church finally gave up all hopes of
suppressing the spread of Scriptures in the language of the common man. When James | became King of

$01 OEOCEOwWT 1 wExxOPOUI EwEwWl UOUx wOi wKAw$ O OPUT w! PEOIT wl
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American Standard Bible
(ASV) This was the first major English revision of the King James Bible, published in 1901.

New American Standard Version
(NASB) Published in 1971 as a modern and accurate word for word English translation of the Bible.

New International Version
(NIV) Published in 1973 as an accurate phrase for phrase English translation of the Bible.

(NKJV) New King James Version
Published as a modern version of the original King James Version.

Modern versions

There have been severbmodern versions of the Bible. These are not really translations but paraphrases
to help people understand the Bible. The Living Biblewritten by Ken Taylor was the first and most popular
of these modern versions. Since it was completed in 1971 over 40 niiion copies have been sold.

x  The Gutenberg printing press
When Johannes Gutenberg designed and built the first Western printing press in 1445 it changed
publishing forever. Up to that time it took ten months to make a single copy of the Bible. The first
book Gutenberg published was a Bible. With the coming of the printing press, the Bible would
eventually become accessible to the common man throughout the world.

THE CANONIZATION OF THE BIBLE

comes from the root word reed which was used as a measuring stick in ancient time. The word describes the

xUOETI UUwEawpkl PET wUOT 1T wl EVUOGAWET UUET wi EUT T UUW?ET OUYy 2 wOT 1
church began to face the threat of heresy, and false books were being circulated. Church leaders, led by the

Holy Spirit, met in several councils to decide which books were divinely inspired by God. Norman Geisler

gives five guidelines they used to seled the books in the New Testament: (Final recognition of the Old
Testament books came at the Synod of Jamia).

= =4 =4 =4 =4

#Ol UwbUwUxT EOQwbPUT w&OEzZUwWEUUT GubUay
Is it written by a man of God speaking to us as a prophet of God?

Does it have the authentic stamp of God?

Does it impact us with the power of God?

Was it accepted by the people of God?
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Final recognition of the 27 books of the New Testament came at the Council at Carthage in 397 AD. However
the Council really only recognized that these 27 books had already been n use by the church and believed to
be the inspired Word of God. As J.I. Packer says,

23711 WET UUET wOOwWOOUT wi EYI wOUwWUT T w-1 Pw31 UUEOI OUWE
gravity. God gave us gravity by His work of creation, and similarly Heeglhe New Testament cannon,
EawbOUxDPUDOT wlT 1 ubDOEDPYDPEUEOWEOOOUwWUI EVWOEET wbUw

A word about the Apocrypha

There are some Bibles that contain additional books called the Apocrypha. These books, while having
historical value, were not recognized as inspired by the early church. At the Council of Trent in 1546 the
Roman Catholic Church declared some of these books to be canonical. This seems to have been a reaction to
the perceived threat of Martin Luther and the Reformation.

THE BI BLEGS NMARACT O

The Bible has survived and thrived as the Word of God through the centuries because of its impact on man.
Millions of people meet each week throughout the world to study the Bible. Throughout the centuries people
have risked their lives to study or own a Bibl e. Millions have been smuggled into hostile countries at great
danger. Could the same be said about books written by Charles Dickens, Stephen King or James Michener?
Millions of people all over the world claim that the Bible has changed their lives. There is no other book like
it for its impact on man.

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
—_— .1 06uPal wEOEwWUI YDl PwUi PUwPI 1 Oz UwEUUDT 601 OOWED
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1 Memorize and meditate on 2 Peter 1:221. Write it in the space below.

1 Memorize the acronym DUMPS.

D

U
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TEARS AND CHEERS

ADwOT 1T wel 1T DOOPOT woOi wi EET whl 1 OzUwl UOUxwUPOI wadluw
going on in your life. This is voluntary and you will never be press ured to share if you choose

not to. Your group leader will give you the opportunity to share the following:

T Tears
231 EUU? wUI xUI Ul O0UwUT | wEUUE]I OUOWEDPUExxOPOUOI OUUwWE OE
work through issues with the support of the group and receive encouragement and prayer

M1 Cheers
2T T T UU?2wbUwWUT 1 WEOGT UUDPOT OwNOAUWEGEwWUxDPUDUUEOwWxUOT Ul U
strengthen you and encourage others.
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WEEK 3
THE 12 ERAS OF THE BIBLE

a8 _ \ INTRODUCTION

o[The Biblehas one mair

theme that starts in Gene| The second way to have a firm grasp on the Word of God is to have a
and ends in Revelation.| thorough understanding of the twelve eras that comprise the Two
how the sovereign Goc Covenants of the Bible that God made with His people. This week as

. .| you take a fast trip through the entire Bible you will learn the twelve

the universe loves manki : :

) major eras of the Old and New Covenants of the Bible. When you know

and has pr0\(|ded a V\_’ay 10how the Bible unfolds through these eras it is much easier to read, study
be reconciled to Him | and understand the Bible.

through Jesus Chigst.
- J

WEEK 3 STUDY

THE OLD COVENANT

DAY 1: The Eras d Creation, Patriarchs, Exodus
DAY 2: The Eras d the Conquest, Judges, Kings
DAY 3: The Eras d Exile, Return, Silence

THE NEW COVENANT
DAY 4: The Eras d the Gospels, Church, Missions
DAY 5: Bible Timeline

WEEK 3 ASSIGNMENTS :
1 Memori ze and meditate on Hebrews 1:422
Hebrews 1:42
1In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in variodsuvays,
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through
whomhe made the universe.
1 Memorize the twelve eras of the Bible. Complete a Time Line of the twelve eras.

1 Review all previous memory projects from your index cards

1 Prepare your memory/review index card. Write your memory verse on one side and the 12 eras of the
Bible on the other.
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DAY 1: THE ERAS OF CREATION, PATRIAR CHS AND
EXODUS

THE OLD COVENANT

The Bible is divided into two sections. In most Bibles they are called the Old Testament and the New
Testament. The word testament comes from the Hebrew word for covenant or agreement. The Old Testament
is an agreement between God and His chosen people, the Israelites. The 39 books of the Old@iestament contain
the historical record of the agreement between God and His people up to 432 B.C. This was an agreerant
that was to last until Jesus came to earth, ushering in a new agreement. This new agreement or covenant is
recorded in the 27 books of the New Testament. The New Testament contains the 108/ear history of the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus and @ His followers.

GOEWET OUIl wOTT w' 1T EVUI Pwxl OxOl wOOWET w' PUw?" 1 OUI Ow- EUDPOO
xUOYPEI wUl EIl OxUPOOwi OUwUT 1T wi OUPUT wpPOUOEB W&OEZUw. OEw"
sacrifice for sins. Each year the High Priestwould offer an animal sacrifice for the sins of the people. When

Jesus came with the New Covenant, He paid for our sins, once and for all, with His own blood. Through His

death Jesus became for us both High Priest and sacrificial lamb. The writer of Hebrews in comparing the Old

and New Covenants says,

Hebrews 9:14

“How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we mdivsegve the
God!

BOOKS OF THE OLD COV ENANT

The books of the Old Covenant can be divided into four sections as follows:
The Books of Moses

Genesis Leviticus Deuteronomy Exodus Numbers
The Books of Military Leaders, Judges and Kings

Joshua 1 & 2 Samuel Ezra Judges 1 & 2Kings Nehemiah
Ruth 1 & 2 Chronicles Esther

The Books of Wisdom and Poetry
Job Proverbs Song of Solomon Psalms Ecclesiastes
The Books of Prophets

Major Prophets
Isaiah Jeremiah Lamentations Ezekiel Daniel
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Minor Prophets
Hosea Jonah Zephaniah Joel Amos Obadiah
Micah Nahum Habakkuk Haggai Zechariah Malachi

1 The Books of Moses and the Books of Military Leaders, Judges and Kings comprise the first 17 books of
the Bible and give an historical timeline of the Israelites.

1 The next five books contain the poetry of Israel

1 The final seventeen books record the prophecy of Israel.
THE NINE ERAS OF THE OLD COVENANT

To understand the Bible clearly it is helpful to understand the eras of the Old and New Covenants. God
progr essively revealed Himself to man through these eras as recorded in the various books written in that
time period. As we have seen, the Bible, while made up of 66 books, has one main theme that starts in Genesis
and ends in Revelation. That theme is how the sovereign God of the universe loves mankind and has provided

a way to be reconciled to Him through Jesus Christ. We are able to follow this theme when we understand
the nine eras of the Old Covenant, and the three eras of the New Covenant. The nine eras bthe Old Covenant
are:

The Era of Creation
The Era of Patriarchs
The Era of Exodus
The Era of Conquest
The Era of Judges
The Era of Kings
The Era of Exile

The Era of Return
The Era of Silence

©Oo NGO ~®ODNPE

ERA 1: CREATION
(Genesis 111)

The first three eras of the Bble are found in the books of Moses. These first five books of the Bible are referred
to as the Pentateuch. In the Jewish Scriptures these books are called the Torah. The first era recorded in the
Bible is the era of creation. We find the story of creation in Genesis chapters one through-eleven.

The story line
God created the universe and Adam and Eve in His image for fellowship with Himself. Adam and Eve
disobeyed God and therefore became separated from God.

The scenes

Think of each era as an important section about a movie of the history of God in the world. We will call this

I xDEWOOYDPI w?237T 1 w200Uawli w&OE28wWSEET wi UEWPDOOwWI EYI w
four important scenes that are played out.
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Scene 1: Creation(Genes 1, 2)

The first and most spectacular event recorded in the Bible is the creation of the universe and man. The
drama begins with God creating the heaven and the earth in six days. The first verse in Genesis says? ( O w
the beginning God created the healerGE wU T 1T wi E U U GenesigpdiviesQHe dealiswotwhau@od did
each day.

Day #1: God created light

Day #2: God created the sky and water

Day #3: God created land

Day #4: God created the sun and moon

Day #5: God created the creatures of the sea ad air
Day #6: God created the animals and man

311 WOEUUWEEUwWOT w&OEzZUwWEUI EUPOOWPEUWUOWOEOT wOEOWHhOw' |
all other living things He created. The Scripture says,

Genesis 1:27
2ISo God created man in his own imaigehe image of God he created him; male and female he created
them.

&OEzZUwOOYDOT wb O x bdpktedimrkit/theténutituESarddn WiEden where all of his needs
would be met. In the garden where Adam and Eve lived, everything was perfect. A nd most importantly
they enjoyed a personal, intimate relationship with the creator of the universe.

Scene 2: The Fall(Genesis 3)

God gave only one prohibition to Adam and Eve. They were not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of

good and evil. TheygaY | wbOwUOOwUT 1 wOl OxUEUDPOOWEOEWUI ETl 001 EwWwET ED(
they became separaed from God, banished from the garden. Because of their fall, sin entered the world

and all of mankind would sin and become separated from God. However, fr om the beginning of time

&EOEwl EEwbOx Ol O1 OUI EWEWx OEOwWUT EOwbPOUOGEWUI UUOUT wOEOz U
Jesus.

Scene 3: The Flood(Genesis €.0)

The third event in the era of creation was the flood. Several hundred years had gone by and many people

now populated the earth. Man had become more and more sinful until God had had enough. God could

| DPOEwWOOOawl PTT Owxl OxO1 whi OQwpkl Ul wUBDT T U1 OUUO w- OET WEOE
judgment came in the form of a flood that coveU1 EwUT 1T wi OUPUI wi EVUUOT dw- OET z Uwi |
of animal were saved in a huge boat called the Ark.

Scene 4: The Tower (Genesis 11)

After the flood man was given a fresh start and told to spread out and populate the entire earth. In direct
disobedience man stayed in one place and in an act of arrogance and rebellion decided to build a tower
that would reach to heaven so he could make a name for himself. To correct the situation God caused
people to begin to speak many different languages. Thus we have the beginning of the nations as language
groups started to separate into different locations.
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ERA 2: THE PATRIARCH S
(Genesis 1:50)

Chapters twelve through fifty of Genesis tell the story of the second era of the Bible. The main character is
AbrahE Qwb T OOW& OEWET OOUTI UwUOWET wlOT T w?T ECOTT U? wOi wOT 1T wOE
that the provisional or Old Covenant was made.

The storyline
&OEWET OOUI Uw EUET EOQOWUOWET wUT T w?2i EUT 1T U2 woi withiaid veveblE U |
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The scenes

Scene 1: Abraham: 0 Fatéh eorf t he He(Genesis 120t i on

&OEZUwx OEQuwi OUwUxUI EEDOT wUT 1T wx OEQwWOI wUIl E lcdvenahbHa O w (

makes with Abraham who at the time is living in the land of Ur. (close to present -day Iraq) God tells
EUET EOWUOOwWXxEEQwUx wEOOwI PUWET 0601 bOT WEOEwWOOY! wkyy

with this first great Patriarch is that all the nation s of the world will be blessed through him and his

descendants. The book of Genesis says,

Genesis 12:B

BTl w+. 1#wl EEWVUEPEWUOOwW EUEOOwW?2+1 EYl waOUUWEOBUOUUA
to the land | will show yoiz? ( wb B O O w0 Egéeht nedich End DD BIEsaigou; | will make your

name great, and you will be a blessitigvill bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will
EUUUI OWEOEWEOOwWx1 Ox Ol UwOOwl EVU0T whpPOOWET weOI UUI E

Scene 2: Isaac: The son of promise(Genesis 2226)

Abraham and his wife Sarah had their faith tested when Abraham was pushing 100 years of age, Sarah
PEUWEEOUUWNYWEOQGEwWUT 1 Ul wPEUWUUDPOOWOOWOI T UxUDPOT dw$ Y
EI EE2 Owl 1 wUUD OO wllEKeep HE pramiseu [$da& thews&rtoEpnomi€e was finally born.

Then, in a third great demonstration of faith, Abraham was willing to trust God for the life of his only son

when asked by God to sacrifice him as a burnt offering. (Genesis 22:2At the very last moment God
intervened, providing a substitute for Isaac and providing us with one of the greatest examples of faith

in the entire Bible. (Genesis 22:85)

Scene 3:Jacobb Fat her 6 of t &ekGeNesis2B6)n of | s

Isaac had two sons, Jacobad Esau. The covenant made with Abraham continues through his descendants
to Jacob. Jacob has twelve sons whoséescendants would eventually become the twelve tribes of the
nation of Israel.

Scene4:Jseph: ORul er(Genesis880) Egy pt

The story of ) OUT xT wPDUWEOwWI REOXx Ol woOi wi OPw&OEWOEOI Uwi OOE
against their younger brother Joseph and decide to sell him as a slave. Joseph ends up in Egypt where he
PUWEOUT T UwEaw/ OUDxT EVUOWOOT wou kud 0 EWIEBD @ U0 W DE WDE ORI
he was put in charge of the household (Genesis 39:2)Joseph ends up in prison after being falsely accused,
EUUOWEI Ul UwbDOUI UxUI UDOT w/ T EUEOTI ZUWEUI EQUWT T wi YI OC
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administr ator he is put in charge of all of Egypt. Eventually Joseph forgives his brothers and brings his
family to live in Egypt. Joseph dies and his people are to be enslaved for the next 400 years.

ERA 3: THE EXODUS
(Exodus and Deuteronomy)

We will now fast fo rward to approximately 1800 B.C. Four hundred years have passed and the Israelite

population has grown to about two million. Egyptian officials are becoming concerned about the numbers

and power of the people. The official response is to increase the Isra® D U1 z UwbP OUOWOOEEWEOE wUC
God, however, is still in charge. His sovereign purposes, plans and covenant are still intact. The timing is

xT Ul T EQwl OUwW&OEZUwx1 Ox Ol wUOWOEOT wUT 1T PUwl ROEUUwWI UOOwWS1T

The story line
God chooses Moses to lead the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, give them the law, and prepare them for

possessing the Promised Land.

The scenes

Scene 1: The great escapgExodus 118)

3T 1T wOx1 OPOT WUET O wOl w?2UT 1T wl Ul E U wlrdbefrdd *o] fimds Gdd sp@dkihgw$ R O E (
to Moses from a burning bush. God tells Moses that He has chosen him to lead the people out of slavery

to the Promised Land. A reluctant Moses finally obeys God and through a series of miracles, which
includes ten plagues,P EUET | Uw& OEwWET OPYI UwUOT T w( UUET OPUIT Uwi UOOw/ 1
in pursuit of the Israelites, God parts the sea so His people can make their escape. He then makes the

waters flow back over the attacking army and it is destroyed.

Scene 2:The Ten Commandments (Exodus 1940)

With their new freedom as an emerging nation, the people needed an authoritative word from God to
guide them. God gave this to Moses on Mt. Sinai in the form of the Ten Commandments, etched in stone
by the finger of God. Moses is also given the law that is to govern the Israelites in their conduct and
provide them a relationship with God. God makes it clear that if they obey Him they will be blessed, but
if they disobey they will suffer the consequences.

Scene 3: The people rebel (Numbers 1014)

God was faithful and provided for the Israelites in every way, but they still were ungrateful and doubted

God. Their weak faith resulted in outright rebellion at Kadesh Barnea, a southern entrance to the Promised

Land. Twelve spies were sent out to scout the land that was inhabited by the Canaanites. The spies

Ul OUUOT EwpPUT WEwWODRT EwUIl xOUUBwW3T 1T AwEOOWET Ul 1 EwlUT EVQwU
They disagreed, however, on whether or not they could defeat the i nhabitants and possess the land God

had promised them. Ten spies reported that the people were too formidable to conqueror even though

God had promised victory. Two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb disagreed. They said,

Numbers 14:9
@ . 00a wE O wdé thallDRE. A Wdrotb®afraid of the people of the land, because we will
UPEOCOOPWUOT T OwUx8w3T 1 PUwxUOUI EUPOOWPUwWT 601 OWEUOQwOT 1
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Scene 4: The consequence of rebelling (Numbers 20-36)

The people sided with the negative report and rebelled again God. The consequence was that none of the
disobedient people alive that day would be allowed to enter the Promised Land. They would wander for
forty years, often at the very doorstep of the land God had promised them.

WEEKLY MEMORY AND REV |IEW
::&//,iOOUDéinOEinYDiDwUTDUwDiiOzUwEUUDTOOiOUwEO
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I Memoriz e and meditate on Hebrews 1:22. Write it in the space below.

1 Memorize and review the first three eras.

o0 The Eraof C

0 TheEraofP

o The Eraof E
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DAY 2: THE ERAS OF CONQUEST , JUDGES AND KINGS

UwOUUwT Ul EVwl xPEwWOOYDPI WwEOOUDPOUITI Uwbil wo bylé poBe3dhgthd) I 1 wY |
Promised Land. Approximately 700 years have elapsed from the time of Abraham to the death of Moses.
Now, at around 1400 B.C. the era of Conquest begins. The next 5 eras will include 1,000 years of history and
conclude Old Testament history in approximately 425 B.C. The following 13 books tell the story of the
UOOT UPOT UwbOOET Ul UOWEOE woOi Ul OwUOUET PEWUDPOT UwoOi w&OEz Uwx I
1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther.

ERA 4: THE CONQUEST
(Josha)

Because of his disobedience, Moses was not permitted to enter the Promised Land. Instead God chose Joshua

to lead the conquest of Canaa. Joshua was a courageous and gdly man who was unwavering in his
commitment to trust and obey God in all things. Go Ewux UOODPUI Ew) OUT UEQw? ( wbbDOOwl DY
aolwUl DwadUUwi 6060 wivshua(liB)zdd Gddpavé Joshya the sediet tarsuccess. He says,

Joshua 1:B

Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Mesgsugalo not turn

from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever yéDa@aot let this Book of

the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
everything written in it. Then yowvill be prosperous and successfhlave | not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with
aolwhki T UI YT UwaOUwl 6862 w

Joshua had always taken God at His Word. He was a courageous andgodly and obedient man who expected
OOwoOl UUwWOT wOT T wxl OxO1 wi 1l woOl Edw) OUI UEZ UWUUEETIl UUWEUWEwWO
commitment as we see three wonderful scenes unfold.

The story line
God chooses Joshua to lead the Israelite into the Promised Land where they are conquerors and establish
the twelve tribes of the Kingdom of Judah.

The scenes

Scene 1: Crossing Jordan(Joshua b)
God immediately shows His faithfulness to the Israelites. God once again performs a miracle and p arts

River carrying the Ark of the Covenant and build a monument to this first great miracle in their new land.

Scene 2: The fall of Jericho (Joshua 6)

One of the most spectacular battles of the Bible happens next. The city of Jericho is the heavily fortified
eastern entrance to the Promised Land and must be conquered. God instructs Joshua to march around the
city once a day for seven days. On the seventh @y the people are to march around the city seven times,
shout and sound the trumpets. God promises that if they obey the walls will fall down. They do as God
commands, the walls fall down and the city is captured.
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Scene 3: Canaan conquered and the Kingdom of Judah established (Joshua -2)

It takes Joshua about seven years to conquer the Promised Land. City by city, king by king, the Israelite
army cuts from south to north defeating all who occupy the land. Each of the twelve tribes is given a
section of land to occupy.

ERA 5: THE JUDGES
(Judges and Ruth)

The Israelites promised Joshua that they would serve and obey God, but their resolve did not last long. The
next generation had no commitment to God. The book of Judges says,

Judges 2:10
10After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew

neither the LORD or what he had done for Israel.

Because the people did not follow God, the nation of Israel became very corrupt. The book of Judges records
that, ?In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he sa@dtitlges 21:25)s a result, for the next 400 years
God rules a rebellious people with a series of judgeswho attempt to keep the people in line.

The story line
T EEUUT wOl w( UU Edhddgedtarulé Hid péopl®tirdughsaGdties of judges for 400 years. Samuel
is the last judge and crowns the first king of Israel.

The scenes

Scene 1: Here come the judges(Judge, Ruth, 1 Samuel)

Judges during this era of the Bible were not like our judg es who make legal decisions. They were political
and military leaders who had absolute authority over all the affairs of the nation of Israel. The four major
judges were:

Deborah - who was the only woman judge.

Gideon - who defeated an army of thousands with only three hundred men.

Samson - of longhair fame and great strength who was seduced by Delilah and lost his power.
Samuel - the last judge who made the transition between the era of the Judges and the era of the
Kings.

Scene 2: The cycle of rebellion and repentance (Judges)

&EOEwUl OUWEwWUIT UPT UwOil wNUET T UwOUW?EI OBPYI Ul UU>» wUOWE
God. This happened time and time again and became a very predictable cycle. This cycle of rebellion and
repentance included the following series of actions:

The people sin and depart from God.

God disciplines His people in love.

The people cry out and God calls them to repent.
The people repent and return to God.

The people sin and depart from God.

=A =4 =4 -4 A
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If this cycle seems familiar it is because we fall into same trap. We all tend to make commitments and then
wander from God, enticed by sin. God then must discipline us in love so we will return to Him. We cry
out to God in our pain and He hears us. We repent and return to Him.

Scene3: Samuel, the last judge (1 & 2 Samuel)

First and Second Samuel are books of the Bible that are named after Samuel, the last judge of Israel. God
called Samuel when he was a very small child to eventually be a judge. Samuel became both a judge and
a prophet as he provided the transition between the judges and the kings by anointing David as the first
king of Israel.

ERA 6: THE KINGS
(1 SamuelChronicles)

After 400 hundred years of being ruled by judges and continual battles with surrounding countries, | srael

wanted a king. They thought that a king would solve all of their problems. Of course their problem was not

Ul EQwUT T awlbi il El EWEWOPOT OWEUUwWUT EQwUT T awuUl i UUT EwOOwWOEI
Samuel when the people demanded that he crown a king.

1 Samuel 8:7
7And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected,
buttheylE YT wUI N1 EUTI EwOl wEUwWUOT 1 PUWODOT 82

The Israelites insisted on having a king like their neighbors. God gave them what they thought they wanted.

They would pay the consequences of their unwise demand with 400 years of turbulence during the era of the
kings. When a righteous king ruled, the nation tended to enjoy good times. When an unrighteous king ruled,

the nation suffered. Unfortunately for the nation of Israel they had mostly unrighteous kings.

The story line
Israel was ruled for 400 years by a few righteous kings such as David, but mostly unrighteous kings causing
the nation to become divided and eventually sent into exile.

The scenes

Scene 1: The United Kingdom (1 & 2 Samuel)

God gave Israel the king they asked for but not one that was His choice. The twelve tribes united under
Saul the first King of Israel. When Saul turned against God, Samuel anointedaO® O1T wb T OwbPEU w& OE z L
David, the shepherd boy with a heart for God, was a righteous king. Israel prospered under his reign.
Although he was weak and sinful at times, David loved God with all his heart and wrote most of the book
of Psalms. Solomon, D&y PEz UwUOOWEUET OET EwUOOwWUT 1T wOT UOOT whbi 1 Owl PU

Scene 2: The Divided Kingdom (1 Kings)

Although Solomon was blessed by God with great wisdom, he drifted from the Lord and became tainted
by other nations. Because he took foreign wives and allowed pagan worship in Jerusalem, the Nation of
Israel had civil war and was divided. The Scripture says,
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Kings 11: 16
16S0 Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did not follow the LORD completely, as David his

father had done.

'TEEUUT woOl wrré © Gedv® Gaqdalank, Ehb nation was divided into two separate kingdoms:
Israel in the north with ten tribes and Judah in the south with two tribes. The northern tribes retained the
OEOI wOi w? ( VUET 02 wECEwWUT T wUOUUT T UOWUUPET Uwbkbl Ul wEEC

Scene 3:The Northern Kingdom (2 Kings)

When the civil war erupted Jeroboam became king of the northern kingdom of Israel. He was a very

unrighteous king and was succeeded by eighteen other kings who were also ungodly. Because of the
unrighteousness of these kingsand the disobedience of the people, the northern kingdom was taken into

captivity by Assyria and never restored.

Scene 4: The Southern Kingdom (2 Kings)

31T wi PUVOWODPOT wOI wUT T WUOUVUTT UOWODOT EOOwWPEUWLI T OEOD
king than Jeroboam and therefore the nation of Judah did a little better. Of the twenty kings that ruled for

400 hundred years, eight were righteous. The southern kingdom suffered the same fate as the northern
kingdom in the end. Babylon, who conquered Assyr ia, then conquered Judah. Many of the leaders and
elite of Judah were taken captive to Babylon.

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
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1 Memoriz e and meditate on Hebrews 1:422. Write it in the space below.

i Memorize and review the first three eras.

o The EraofC

0 The EraofP

0o The Eraof E

0o The Eraof C

0o TheEraofJ

o0 The Era of K
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DAY 3: THE ERAS OF EXILE, RETURN AND SILENCE

ERA 7: EXILE
(EzekielDaniel)
Uwbl wUEPWPOWEEaAawWwUPOwWO! wUOT PUwkI 1 Oz UwUUUEaAaOwUT T wi UUEE
& OEz UwWET O UA sGruessio®of ilightenus kings in both the northern and southern kingdoms created
an atmosphere of ungodliness and rebellion on the part of the people. The cycle of sin, discipline and

The story line
'l EEUUT wOi wUOT 1 PUWEDUOGET EPI OETl Ow( UUET OwhUwUT T wi PUU0OWOO
Babylon. Daniel is a prophet and leader in Babylon.

The scenes

Scene 1: The northern kingdom is taken into capt ivity by the Assyrians (2 Kings)

The northern kingdom of the ten tribes of Israel was the first to be taken into captivity. Hoshea, the last
king of Israel made a deal with Shalmaneser, king of Assyria that failed to save Israel. In 722 B.C. after a
three-year siege of Samaria, Israel was defeated and deported to Assyria.

Scene 2: The southern kingdom is taken into captivity by the Babylonians (2 Kings)

The southern two tribes of Judah were taken into captivity by Babylon in 586 B.C. Jehoiachin, the last kng
of Judah surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon when he laid siege to Jerusalem.
Nebuchadnezzar took treasures, and the elite: officers, fighting men, craftsmen and artisang a total of
ten thousand, and left only the poorest in Jerusalem.

Scene 3: The prophets of the exile

/ UOxT 1T UUwPI Ul w&OEzZUwUxOOI UOI O6w3T 1 awkPl Ul wOOUwOOOa w
representatives for the present. They confronted the people with their sin and warned of the consequences

of rebellion and serY DOT wOUT 1 Uwl OEUVUS w3T 1 AwEI I PUOI Ew&OEz Uwl Y1 UOE
of redemption.

There were 16 prophets who served God in Israel and Judah before, during and after the exile. Each has
a book named after him. Jeremiah also wrote Lamentations.

The prophets before the exile were:

In Israell Amos, Hosea

In Judah| Joel, Micah, Isaiah, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, Habakkuk
To the Assyrians| Jonah, Nahum

To the Edomites| Obadiah

= =4 =4 =4

The prophets during the exile were:

1 To the Jews in Babylonid Daniel, Ezekiel
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The prophets after the exile were:

1 Tothe Jews in Jerusalerh Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

ERA 8: THE RETURN
(EzraEsther)

&GOEzUwxUUxOUI wbOwUI OEPOT w' PUwxl OxOl wbOUOwI RPOI whEU
they would repentandri OUUOQwUOOw' DOdw! I EEVUIT woOi wOTl T wUl YI OUawl E
humble, repentant and ready to love, serve and obey God. God was about to implement His plan to restore

His people.

The story line
God chooses Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah ¢ lead His people back to Jerusalem where they will be
restored to a right relationship with Him.

The scenes

Scene 1: The rebuilding of the temple (Ezra 16)

In 537 B.C. a wonderful promise by God and prophecy by the prophets began to unfold. God uses Cyrus,
king of Persia who defeated the Babylonians, to accomplish His purposes. Cyrus complies with the
sovereign will of God.

Ezra 1:2
2'This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: ""The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms
of the earth andihwl EUWE x x OPOUI EwlOl wUOOWEUPOEWE wUl Ox Ol wi OU

With the endorsement and financing of King Cyrus, a Jewish leader from Persia, leads a group of people
back to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. Although there is opposition from Gentiles , with the moral and
spiritual support of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the temple is restored.

Scene 2: The rebuilding of the people (Ezra %10)

There was a direct correlation between the rebuilding of the temple and the rebuilding of the spiritual

lives of the people. There had been no temple worship for seventy years. The law had not been read or
ITEVUEWi OUWEOOwWOI wUT PUwUPOI BwSAUEWPEUWUT T wol EEIT Uu
Scripture says,

Ezra 7:10
19For Ezra had devoted hamif to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its
decrees and laws in Israel.

When Ezra read the book of the law to the people for the first time, they wept for joy because they heard
&OEz UwpOUEUS w3i b U wE BEvittgreatjoy bdcabsd théydawfuhdérbtddditkevbrds that
had been made known to them. Nehemiah 8:12
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Scene 3: The rebuilding of the wall (Nehemiah)

3T 1T w0l OxOl wi EEWETI 1 OwUl EUPOUWEOEWOEGa woOi wlOT T w) T pPUwUI U
however, had just begun. The restoration of the broken down wall surrounding Jerusalem and the

restoration of broken hearts needed to be continued. God touched the heart of Nehemiah, a Jew who was

serving king Artaxerxes of Persia when he heard of the broken walls and hearts of the people in Jerusalem.

The broken walls in some ways represent the lack of security and brokenness of the Jews. Nehemiah

asked the king for permission and resources to rebuild the wall. He was given the green light and in 52

days, facing great opposition both from his own people and hostile neighboring countries, the wall was

EOOxOI Ul E6w3T 1 wOPUEEUOOUUwWUI EUPOCEDPOT wOi wUI 1 whPEOOWPE!
as the faith and hard work of the people. Listen to the results!

Nehemiah 6:186

15S0 the wall was completed on the twefiftyr of Elul, in fifty-two days$When all our enemies heard
about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost theircseifidence, because they realized
that this work hadeen done with the help of our God.

ERA 9: SILENCE (Between the Old and New Testaments)

, EOEET PwbUwUT 1 wOEUUWEOOOwWO! wiUT 1T w. OEw31 UUEOI OUBwW3T 1 wtk
ExxUORDOEUI QawKt Yw! 6" 6 w& OE z U w xebtded it Maddhi nerbindsthe@éofleu E O E w)
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until the coming of Jesus. God may be silent in terms of His written Word, but He is not silent in work ing out
His plan of redemption for the world. During these 400 years of so -called silence, God is making a lot of

The story line
GOEwbUwW?UDOI OU2 wi OUwi OUU uhe Wdddfar thE comihglofHisuSenvhile thawsws] x E UT L
led by the Pharisees and Sadducees become arrogant and steeped in legalism.

The scenes

Scene 1: The Jews become religious

The cycle of departing from God is repeated once again during the era of silence. As time went on
commitment to God was replaced by legalism. Hundreds of restrictions were added to the Scriptures.
Legalism was a form of religion that focused on the external observance of rules and the law rather than
inner motivations of obedience because of loving God.

There were two primary parties that made up the religious elite in Jerusalem during this time. The

/' TEUDUI T Uwpkl Ul wUOTT wOOUI wOUUT OEOROWEOOUI-UREDUDVDUWNWEIUU
based on their strict observance of the law and therefore separated themselves from secular society. The

second primary party was the Sadducees. They tended to be the more liberal group, denying the
resurrection from the dead and other core doctrines. The Sadducees tended to be more politically

connected and wealthy. The two groups comprised the Sanhedrin which was the ruling religious board

of the day.
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Scene 2: I'tds all Greek to me!

At the time the last book of the Old Testament was written, Jerusalem was ruled by Persia. This rule lasted

until 333 B.C. when Alexander the Great defeated the Persians and established a Greek culture in that

part of the world. The Greek culture and Greek language provided a unity to the part of the world that
UUUUOUOGEIT Ew) 1 UUUEOI 06 w3 anblHeiGrdeklangiien® and Eulilite lneddme & @&t U u
vehicle for the spreading of the Gospel throughout the world. The Old Testament was translated from
Hebrew into a Greek Bible called the Septuagint in 285 B.C. This Bible pointed the way to the Messiah

and made the Scriptures more available to the common man. It continued to be popular into the second
century A.D.

Scene 3: All roads lead to Rome

By about 63 B.C. Rome had defeated Greece and ruled Palestine where Jesus was to be born. Israel became
a part of the Roman Empire. Under the rule of Rome there was military peace. The Roman government
gave stability and some self-government to the Jews, which would eventually allow Jesus and His
followers the freedom to spread the message of salvation. Rome also castructed a vast network of roads
and sea travel so that people could travel with relative ease. This paved the way for the extensive
expansion of the Gospel into many countries.

Scene 4: When the time had fully come

During the four hundred years of silen ce there grew a strong expectation of the coming of the Messiah or
Savior that had been promised by the prophets. While some knew they needed spiritual salvation most
looked for political salvation. When Babylon was about to capture Jerusalem, the prophet Jeremiah gave
the following prophecy about the Messiah and the New Covenant. Many Jews would have read or heard
this prophecy.

Jeremiah 31:334

3T 1T wUPOI wPUWEOODOT O2 wET EOEUI UwlUT T w+. 1#0w?bi 1 Ou
and withthe house of Judaflt will not be like the covenant | made with their forefathers when | took

them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though | was a husband
UOwUT 1 0072 wEI BOBUPUwWO U W ¥ ] niae@in the Bdde wf(lsuasl Bi@Qhat
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God, and they will be my peopi®\o longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying,
s*PAOUT T w+. 1#0zwEI EEVUUT wUOT T awbpbDOOWEOOWOOOP WOl Owi
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that the greatest event in the history of mankind was about the happen. The Apostle Paul said:
Galatians 4:45

4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Som dba woman, born under lawo redeem those
under law, hat we might receive the full rights of sons.

REFLECT AND RESPOND
What one thing has impressed you most about eras seven through nine of the Bible?

- 76!
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WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
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1 Memoriz e and meditate on Hebrews 1:42. Write it in the space below.

Memorize and review the first three eras.

=

o TheEraofC

o The Eraof P

0 The Braof E

o TheEraofC

o The EraofJ

0 The Era of K

o The Eraof E

o The EraofR

o The EraofS
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DAY 4: THE ERAS OF THE GOSPEL, CHURCH AND
MISSIONS

THE NEW COVENANT

As we saw in our study on day three, everything was perfect for the coming of the promised Messiah. Every
preparation had been made and every prophecy had been fulfilled. The Apostle Paul said,

Galatians 4:45
4But when the time had fully aoe, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born undeftawnedeem those
under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.

The New Covenant came into being when God sent his Son. The theme of the Old Covenant was that there
must be a sacrifice forsins and Jesus is coming. The theme for the New Covenant is that Jesus has come and
He is the sacrifice for our sins. The promise given by the prophet Isaiah hundreds of years before has been
fulfilled. lsaiah prophesied,

Isaiah 7:1314

SThen Isaiah AEOw? ' 1 EVwOOPOwadUwl OUUI woOi w#rEYPEnRw( Uwb U
you try the patience of my God alsgPherefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will

be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Imnoh

ERA 10: THE GOSPEL
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Covenant is that the Messiah has come to offer a final sacrifice for the sins of man and purchase for him
eternal life. The gospel is described in John 3:16, one of the most beloved verses in the Bible.

John 3:16
18"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
x 1 UPUT wEUUOWT EYI wl U1l UBEQWOPI T 62w

The story line
In the fullness of time God sent His Son Jesus to fulfill the promises of the Old Covenant of a Messiah to serve
EUwEwxi UOEOI OUWUEEUDI PEI wi OUWOEOZ UwUPOUWEOEWUOwx UUE

The scenes

Scene 1: The Gospels

There are four Gospel books in the Bible that tdl the story of Jesus, each from a different perspective.

, EO0T1 POw, EUOWEOQOEwW+UOI wEUI WEEOOI EwlUT 1 w?UabOxUDPE2? u
similar historical perspective. John presents the life of Christ in a less historical way, focusing on the theme

of Jesus as the Son of God. Each of the Gospel accounts targets a different audience.
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Matthew

The book of Matthew, written around A.D. 60 by Matthew, one of the disciples, is primarily addressed

to the Jews to convince them that Jess is the Messiah. Therefore, Matthew serves as a bridge between

the Old and New Covenants. Matthew includes more Old Testament prophesies than the other

&OUx1 OUWEOGEwWOI UPEUOOUUOAWUUEET Uw) 1 UUUzwi 1 O EOOT awE

Mark

Mark , written around A.D. 60, was authored by John Mark and written for a Roman audience. Mark

is the shortest of the Gospels and presents Jesus as a compassionate servant in a very succinct way.

Almost half of the book of Mark is about the last eight daysof ) 1 UUUz wODI 1T wbpT 1 Ow' 1 wUE
for the sins of man.

Luke

Luke was written around A.D. 60, by Luke the Physician, who writes to convince his Greek friend,

Theophilus, that Jesus was indeed God. He presents Jesus as the perfect Son of Man. Because deals

PPUT wOT 1 whpOOET UwOi w) 1l UUUWET DOT wEOUT wi UOEOWEOEWEDYD
people that the other authors do not include.

John

The book of John was written around A.D. 90 by John the Apostle and was the last of the gospds to

be written. This book is a biographical profile rather than an historical narrative. John writes to

convince a more general audience that Jesus is the incarnate Son of God. The gospel of John is built

around seven miraculous signs that Jesus did. Jom starts his Gospel account in a very philosophical
PEaAaOwUl OPPOT wi Obpw) 1 U0UUwWPUWUT T w?6 OUE? whi OwPEUwWDPOwUI
involved in creation.

Scene 2: The early life of Jesus

The early life of Jesus starts with His miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit. He is born to the virgin

, EUAwWPOwW! 1T UTO1T T 1 Owoli w) UET E6w6T 1 Ow* DOT w' I HidbowEgyptUTI EUIT C
A few years later they return to Nazareth w here Jesus spends thaext thirty years and learns the trad e of
EWEEUxI OUT UBw) 1 UUUzZwWEOUUDOOW) O O wikel, laundhifg<HsBNihist.w E E x UE
Jesus then goes through a period of preparation in the desert where He is tempted by Satan for forty days.

Jesus resists the temptations, showing He is ready for His mission in life.

Scene 3: Jesus® public ministry begins
After the baptism and temptation, Jesus begins His public ministry. In the first chapter of Mark we see
Jesus involved in five major activities that He continues throughout His mi nistry. These are also five
priorities that every believer is to follow in his own life. These are the five footprints of Jesus that you can
learn more about in a future discipleship resource.

# Telling the good news. Jesus immediately began to preach thatthe kingdom of God was near and
r that people were to repent and believe. (Mark 1:14, 15)

# Training of the twelve. Jesus begins the processf calling the twelve disciples whom He will train
for the next three years. (Mark 1:1620)
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Teaching about God. &sus taught the crowds about His Heavenly Father and how to love and
obey Him. (Mark 1:21, 22)

Time with His Father. Jesus always took time to be with His Father in prayer. He made it clear
that it was His intimate relationship with His Father that empow ered His ministry. (Mark 1:35)

Time touching people. Jesus reached out with compassion and touched people. Whether it was
casting out demons, healing the sick, or feeding the hungry, Jesusdemonstrated love in action.
(Mark 1:4042)

The results of the E1T T POODOT wOi w) 1 UUUz wx UEOPEwWOPOPUUOUVUa wWPIT UI
teaching and miracles. Large crowds followed Him wherever He went (Mark 1:2728; 3234, 36, 37; 4315).

Scene 4: The middle part of Jesusd ministry

Jesus continued to havegreat popular appeal to the masses as He performed miracles and met their needs,

but there was jealousy on the part of religious leaders. The Pharisees and Sadducees hated Jesus and tried

to discredit Him. Jesus confronts the religious leaders for their sin of disbelief and hypocrisy. This
infuriates them even more and their attacks become more vicious. At the same time Jesus begins to spend
more and more time training His disciples so they will be able to continue His ministry when He is gone.
Jesusraised) | T WEEUwWOOwWUT 1 wEOUUwWOI wEPUEDxOI Ul bx WEOEWOE D2

Scene 5: The end of Jesusd ministry

SOPEUEUWUT | wi OEwOl w) 1 U0UzwOPOPUUUaAwWUT T w)l PUWET EEC
becoming impatient with Jesus. Despite His teaching to the contrary, they expected Jesus to set up a
temporal kingdom and free them from the rule of Rome. At the time of the Passover when many Jews

were in Jerusalem to celebrate, the religious leaders were able to stir up a mob that waswilling to crucify
Jesus. After a fiasco of false charges and mock trials Jesus was crucified. He rose again on the third day
and showed Himself to many people (500 at one time) and on at least 10 different occasions. With Jesl 7 w
death, resurrection and asension to heaven the Gospel Era ends but the Gospel continues into the Church

Era.

ERA 11: THE CHURCH ERA

With the end of the Gospel Era comes the beginning of the Church Era. Before His death Jesus passed the
baton to the twelve men He had trained to | ead the Church that was about to be birthed. His final instructions
were very clear. Jesus said,

Matthew 28:1820

8371 Ow) l UUVUWEEOT wOOwUT T OWEOEWUEDE Ow Yived @ume.U 0T OU
9Therefore go and make disciples of allomati baptizing them in the name of the Father and d3dime

and of the Holy Spirit2’and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am
PPUIl waOUWEOPEaAUOwWUOWUT T wYT Vawl OEwOl wOT 1T wET 1 8~ w

Those who responded to the gospel were to be part of the church| the Body of Christ on earth. They were
not only to be saved by faith in Jesus Christ but they were also to be taught all that the disciples were taught
so they could become mature in Christ. The church was about to have its beginning. The disciples waited
with great anticipation to receive what Christ had promised.
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The story line
As the disciples waited in Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit came on the day of Pentecost, filling them and giving
birth to the church.

Scene 1: The beginning of the ch urch (Acts 1-2)

Just before Jesus ascended to heaven He told His disciples that they must wait in Jerusalem for the gift
that the Father had promised. | am sure they heard the words but could not imagine what was to happen
Ol RUBw) T UUUZ wi bW takerdto BedvarErhubt ®avé filled them with excitement and
wonder. What would happen next? Jesus said,

Acts 1:8
21 U0wadlwbphpOOwUl EIl BYT wxObpl Uwbl 1 OwlOT 1 w' 00aw2xpUbp0u
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sam&i® E wUOwWUT I wi OEVU WOl wOT 1 wi EVUOT 82 ww

While they were praying in a house together the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples with tongues of fire
and they all spoke in different foreign languages. Many of the Jews who had come to Jerusalem to observe
Pentecost were amazed. Peter preached the first message and three thousand people were saved that day.
The promise had indeed come and the church of Christ was started in a spectacular way.

Scene 2: The growth of the body (Acts 2-6)

The book of Acts, written by Luke, gives a succinct but detailed history of the church. In chapters two

through six we see the church expanding rapidly. It is obvious that the church is not merely an
organization but an organism. It is the Body of Christ. The members are connected to one another as parts

of one body. Their devotion to the Lord and to one another is seen as the body grows in love. In the second
ETExUl UwOi w EVUwPIT wOEUT UYT wUOT T wgl OP1 YI UUZ wOl PpwODI 1 wi

Acts 2:4247

42They devoted themselves to thelhpoO1 Uz wUIT EET POT wEOE wWwUOOwWUT 1T wi 1l 606OPUT |
prayer.4Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous sigme done by the

apostlest#All the believers were togethercihad everything in commofiSelling theirpossessions and

goods, they ge to anyone as he had ne€Bvery day they continued to maegether in the temple

courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together witlagthdincere heart$praising God

and enjoying the favor of all the pém And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being

saved.

Only the supernatural grace of God could turn a faithless, fearful group of men who ran for their lives
after Jesus was crucified, into godly and bold leaders who would lead a new church that was growing by
the thousands.

Scene 3: The persecution of the church (Acts 7)

(ODWEPEOZUWUEOI wOOOT wi OUwUT | wOl POwi EV0OwWT UOGPDOT WET UUE
preachers, was arrested by the Jewish leaders for preachingabout Jesus. When he is questioned Stephen
preaches to the Sanhedrin and is stoned on the spot for his message, making him the first Christian martyr.

The stoning of Stephen initiates a time of persecution of the young church that is so severe that Chrisians

leave Jerusalem in fear of being killed. This, however, results in a blessing as these people share the
message of the gospel in Judea and Samaria. One of the chief persecutors of Christians is Saul of Tarsus,

a rising star among the Pharisees. He hotls the cloaks of those who stone Stephen.

[ o]



Scene 4: Saul is converted and becomes Paul the Apostle (Acts 812)

&OEzUwUOYI Ul PT Owx OEOwi OUwWUT 1T wET UUET wbOEOUEI UWEOOY
hand picks Saul to be His chosen messenger tdake the gospel to the Gentiles. As Saul heads to Damascus

to persecute Christians, Jesus appears to him from heaven. Paul is struck blind and isconverted to Christ.

/ EUOzUwUPT T OwPUwUI UUOUT EWEGEW&OEwWUIT OO0 UheiGenfles EFdm E w'
this point on Paul is an Apostle and the central figure in the doctrine and growth of the church.

ERA 12: MISSIONS
(Acts 1328)

Up to this point the gospel has been taken only to the Jews. Now Paul leads a transition as the church reabes

out to the Gentiles. Paul, as we have seen, was chosen by God to lead this missionary effort. Although Paul
was a Jew he spoke Greek fluently and was a Roman citizen. This background helped him relate to the
Gentiles. The rest of Acts and the Letters d w/ EUOWEOQOEwWOUT I UUwUI EOQUEwW/ EUO
expansion and life of the church.

Story line
God uses Paul as the first missionary to take the gospel into the Roman world for the next twenty years.

The scenes

Scene 1: The first missionary tri pii Asia Minor (Acts 13, 14)

Paul was based in Antioch of Syria. This was where the new believers were first called Christians and
PEUWEOWPE]I EOQOWOEUOET POT wxOEET wi OUw/ EUOz UwOPUUDPOOEU
Empire and the church there had many strong believers. In A.D. 45 Paul and Barnabas headedor Galatia
which is present day Turkey. They spent two years in Galatia with very good results. When they returned

to Antioch they gave a full report to the church, telling how God open ed the door to the Gentiles (Acts
14:27)

Scene 2: The second missionary trip i Europe (Acts 1517)

Paul and Barnabas have some differences and part company for the second mission trip. In approximately
50 A.D. Paul intended to go back to visit the church fr om his first missionary trip but in a vision was told
to go to Macedonia (Greece). Paul takes Silas, Luke and Timothy to various areas of Asia Minor for three
years. They visit such cities as Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Corinth and Athens.

Scene 3: Thethird missionary trip 7 Turkey (Acts 1821)

For his third and final missionary trip Paul wants to encourage the believers from his first two missionary
UUBbxUBuw' |l wil EEVwi OUw3UUOI aOwbi PET whPEUWEEOOI Ew? U
travels through Greece once again. Paul returns to Jerusalem where he reports to the church.

Scene 4: Problems and prison (Acts 2228)

Jewish leaders arrest Paul in Jerusalem on false charges. He is transferred to Caesarea where he is tried
by Felix, Festus,and Agrippa. Because he is a Roman citizen Paul takes his case to Caesar in Rome in A.D.
59. While he is in Rome he is placed under house arrest for two years while waiting for his appeal to be
heard. While in prison Paul experienced great joy and wrote some of his great letters such as Philippians,
Ephesians, and his letters to his spiritual son, Timothy.
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CONCLUSION

This week we have taken a very fast trip through the twelve eras of the Bible. | hope you have enjoyed the
journey. The Bible ends with the book of Revelation This was written by the Apostle John in A.D. 95 and was
the last book of the Bible to be written. This is a book of prophecy which describes the end times. About this
book John says,

Revelation 1:1
The revelation of Jesus Christ, whi&bd gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He
made it known by sending his angel to his servant John,

What is revealed in this book is the end times. We get a glimpse of the terror of the end of the world and the
judgment for those who do not have a personal relationship with Christ. But we also get a glimpse of the
grandeur and joy of an eternity in heaven with our Heavenly Father. In the book of Revelation we see
described the eternal era of heaven, which has been reserved for everyoe whose name is written in the
+EOQOEzUw! OO0OwWOI w+ Bi15) dhis givet 0 b @ipsdodvihal heg\vemuwill be like.

Revelation 21:2

2| saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
beautifilly dressed for her husbartdd. OE w( wi | EUE WE wWOOUEwWYOPET wi UOOwWUT T wOi
of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himse# withb

them and be their GotHe will wipe every tear from their ey€lhere will be no more death or mourning

or crying or pain, forthe old &1 UwOi wOT POT Uwl EVUwxEUUI EWEPEAaG?

REFLECT AND RESPOND
What one thing has impressed you most about final the three eras of the Bible?

- 76!

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
—— Memorize andrevDl bwUT PUwpkil 1 Oz UwEUUDT 601 OUWEOEwPbUDPUI whb U
| xUIl YPOUUwWPi 1 OzUwOI OOGVUAWEUVUUDT 601 OUUWI UOOwWwadULUwWPOE

1 Memoriz e and meditate on Hebrews 1:22. Write it in the space below.

1 Memorize and review the first three eras.

0o TheEraofC

0 The EraofP

o The Eraof E
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The Era of C

The Era of J

The Era of K

The Era of E

The Era of R

The Era of S

The Era of G

The Era of the C

The Era of M

——
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DAY 5: BIBLE TIMELINE

30EEazUwolOl UUOOwWPPOOWET weEDi 11T UI OUwUOT EOQwUT 1 wOUT T UUwaodUL
information. |1 would like you to ¢ reate a Time Line of the Bible. When you construct a Time Line you arrange

events of Bible history in chronological order. When the twelve eras of the Bible are arranged on a Time Line

you will receive a visual perspective of how the history of the Bible u nfolded.

30EEazUwolOl UUOOwWPPOOWEOUOWUT UYT WEUWEwWUIT YPIT Pwi OUwadUwU(
Bible. | have given you space on the next three pages to build this Time Line. Many Study Bibles such as the

NIV Study Bible have Time Line that you can use as an example. On the next page | have completed the first

era of creation below to help you get started.

TIME LINE OF THE BIB LE

ERA
1. CREATION

Main Scripture
Genesis 11

Main Person
Adam

Story Line

God creates universe
and Adam and Eve.
They sin and become
separated from God.

ERA

ERA
2.

ERA

ERA
4,

Mai n Scripture

Main Person

Story Line

ERA

Main Scripture

Main Person

Story Line

ERA

Main Scripture

Main Person

Story Line

ERA

Main Scripture

Main Scripture

Main Scripture

Main Scripture

Main Person Main Person Main Person Main Person
Story Line Story Line Story Line Story Line
[ s )



ERA ERA ERA ERA

9. 10. 11. 12.

Main Scripture Main Scripture Main Scripture Main Scripture
Main Person Main Person Main Person Main Person
Story Line Story Line Story Line Story Line

S TEARS AND CHEERS

1 OwoOii wWEI T POODPOT WOI wi EET whi i Oz 0wl UOUxwODOI wa
going on in your lives. This is voluntary and you will never be pressured to share if you choose

not to. Your group leader will give you the opportunity to share the following:

1 Tears
231 EUU2 wUI xUIT Ul O0UwUT 1T wEUUETI OUOWEPUExxOPOUOI OUUWE
work through issues with the support of the group and receive encouragement a nd prayer.

1 Cheers
2"TTTUU?2>wPUwUI 1l weSl UUPOT OwNOAUWEOEWUXxDPUDUUEOW x U

blessings will strengthen you and encourage others.
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WEEK 4
GROWING THROUGH THEWORD

T _ ™ INTRODUCTION
O...we are not just to
memoriz&o d 0 s W[ Thisis a pivotal week in the basic training course. This week you will
also to do what it says.| learnthe basic principles of growing through the Word of God. You will
G o dWosl contains trutk| 'earn principles that will help you memorize, meditate and retain
and action always think Scripture. You will learn three basic principles of studying the Word.
of what G(sd oL t You will learn the importance of having a regularly scheduled
W ) w y u ‘ appointment with God at least five days a week.
do in response to His

Wordo The quality of your Christian life will depend to a large degree on

- J committing to regular appointments with God in the Word and prayer.

The Bible sayst0? 3UEDOQwa OUU Ul Oi wU O w EHisuwee® yodailbleann o SoBr&ryoursalfw K 0 A A
in the Word.

O

WEEK 4 STUDY

DAY 1: Memorizing the word
DAY 2: Studying the word
PART 1:Observation
DAY 3: Studying the word
PART 2:Interpre tation
DAY 4: Studying the word
PART 3: Application
DAY 5: How to have appointments with God

WEEK 4 ASSIGNMENTS:
1 Memorize and meditate on Joshua 1:8
Joshua 1:8
8Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be carefuto do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.
1 Memorize the three principles of Bible study: Observation, Interpretation, and Application .
T 11 YDl PWEOOwWxUI YDOUUwPI T OUz wOil OOUawEUUDT 001 OUUwi UOO w:

1 Prepare your memory/review index card. Write your memory verse on one side and the three principles
of Bible study on the other side.
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DAY 1: MEMORIZING THE WORD

You have already been asked to memorize and review key Scripture verses that help you take those first seps

of the Christian life. Now you will learn how to develop this discipline for the rest of your life. | have found

that memorization and meditation on Scripture is one of the most important keys to spiritual growth. By
UOOUDOT w&OEZ Uw6 OU heal Gersa 1Y Uetsey Gob QIEWEO¥E] wUT 1 wO@® Odfinthéhsw " |
3:16).31 PUwOl EQUwWUT E0wadbUwbPbPOOWET WEEOT wlOOwOOOPWEDOEWOE
verses of Scripture each day you will learnto 2 6 PEOOWE Uw) 1 U U Unhéngéirhaveptheunind of O wil
Christ and walk as Jesus did you will be spiritually mature. There are six benefits that are a result of
memorizing and reviewing Scripture.

BENEFITS OF MEMORIZI NG AND REVIEWING SCR IPTURE

1. You will overcome temptation
Memorizing Scripture will help you overcome temptation. When Jesus was tempted by Satan in the desert
He overcame each temptation by answering Satan with a specific Scripture that He had memaorized
(Matthew 4:111). You can overcome temptation as Jesus did when you nemorize Scriptures that deal with
specific temptations. As it is said in the Psalms,

Psalms 119:11
1] have hidden your word in my heartatl might not sin against you.

STUDY AND APPLY THE WORD
Look up Psalm 119:911in your Bible. What is the key to not sinning against God? What do
Aa0lwli POOWPUWOI EOUwWUOWT PET w&OEzZUwe OUEwWbOwa Ol

2. You will overcome trials and discouragement
As long as you are on earth you will face trouble. Pain, trials and discouragement are a part of life on a
fallen planet. Memorizing and reviewing Scripture will strengthen you for these troubling times. You will
be able to say as did the Psalmist,

Psalms 119:92
9f your law had not been my delight, | would have perished in my affliction.

3. You will walk in wisdom
God is the source of all wisdom and He has promised to give you wisdom. The wisdom of God is found
in the Word of God. When we memarize and review Scripture we learn to think as God thinks and
therefore possessHis wisdom. You will not have to guess what God wants you to do; the light of His
Word will guide you (Psalm 119:109 w8 OU U wUI Ux OOUDP E b Ob U &dsdxrhauyoudii§ain OB 1
His wisdom. The Psalmist says,

Psalms 119:24
28Your statutes are myalight; they are my counselors.
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4. You will be able t o offer godly counsel and encouragement to others
Believers and non-E1 OP1 YI UUWEODPOI woOl I EwUOUOEWEOUOUI OWEOEwWI OEC
Word you will know what to say and when to say it. Paul told the Christians in Colossi,

Colossians 3:16
6l etUT 1 wPhOUE WOl w" T UPUUWEPTI OOwPbOwadUwUPET QawEUwWaodUwlUIi

5. You will know correct doctrine
There are certain doctrines in the Bible that provide a foundation for all that we do and think. You can
memorize key verses and passages that will help you hold to that sound doctrine and prevent you from
being led astray by erroneous beliefs and false teachers. Paul stressed the importance of this to his disciple
Titus. He told Titus that a leader,

Titus 1:9
% wOUUU wl @odHe mistvdstily Ghassage as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others
by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.

6. You will know how to answer non -believers
When people have questions about the faith they need to know what God thinks, not what we think.
3TTUI wubUwOOOawOOET wUOUUET woOi weEUUT OUPUawi OUWEOOwW@UI U
Ol OOUP&Tl W&OEZUwW6 OUEwWaOUwhPhDPOOWET WwEEOI wUOWEOUPIT Uw@UI U
El w&OEzUwlUUUT w@ds than aledimtidn deausays, U1 UwOE

1 Peter 3:15
15But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,

7. You will have success
When you continually memorize and meditate on the Word of God, the Bible assures you that you will
have success. Meditation is reflecting deeply on Scripture and putting what it says into practice. When
you do this, developing the mind of Christ a nd walking as He did, you will have true success. True success
is to know and do the will of God in all things. Joshua was promised this success when he was about to
enter the Promised Land. The Lord said to Joshua,

Joshua 1:8
8Do not let this Book of tHeaw depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.

HOW TO MEMORIZE SCRI PTUREfN REPEAT, REPEAT, REPEAT!

The first rule to memorization is repetit ion. There is no solution other than to repeat, repeat, repeat! If you go
over something in your mind enough times it will stick in your memory. In general, the more times you
repeat something the better you will be able to recall it from memory. Following are ten ways to make
repetition more effective.

1. Take time to understand the verse or passage, using the Bible study principles of observation,
DOUI UxUI UEUDOOWEOEWEXxxOPEEUDOOOwWPT PET waObUwbPDOOwWOI E U
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2. Read the verse over several times lefore starting to memorize it.
3. Always repeat the Scripture reference at the beginning and the end of the verse or passage.

4. Begin by repeating the verse numerous times before actually trying to memorize it. This helps you become
familiar with the words an d content of the verse.

5. Learn a phrase at a time. Break the verse down into natural phrases. Once you have learned one phrase,
add another, repeating both phrases. Proceed through the verse in this way until you have memorized it.

6. Write the verse severaltimes.
7. Emphasize key words when repeating the verse.

8. Write the verse on a 3 X 5 index card with the reference on one side and the verse on the other side. Keep
the cards handy so you can review them when you have a few extra minutes.

9. Review your verses with someone else. This adds pressure, but helps cement the verse in your mind.

10. Record the Scriptures and play them when you commute, are on a trip, or when you are working around
the house.

HOW TO RETAIN SCRIPT URE: REVIEW, REVIEW, REVIEW!

The goal of O1 OOUPADPOT w2EUDPxUUUIl wbPUwUOWOEOT w&OEzUw6 OUEWE W
TExx] Owbi waOUwl EYTI WEWxOEOwi OUwUI YPI PBw3T 1T wxOEOw( w
memorize a Scripture and review it for thirty days you wi Il be able to recall it easily. If you then review that
2EUDxUUUT wi YT wOUPOTI UwEwWPI T Owa OUwbbPOOWET w? EQET OUI E2 u
thinking and will serve as a reference point for all you think and do. On the other hand i f you do not keep
reviewing the Scripture you will soon lose it.

Other Anchoring Scriptures

(wUUTTTUOwWUT O1 EUPOT WEWT UOUXx woOi w2EUDxUUUI UwUT ECwpDO
least five times a week. These should be Scriptureghat have special application to your life and keep you on
course.

THE ONE -YEAR GOAL

| want to encourage you to set a goal of memorizing and reviewing 50 Scriptures during the next 12 months.
That is just one verse a week. If you continue to the next stages of3 T 1 w# B UJo@menyowwill not need
the following list of verses. You will have memory verses assigned to you each week. | suggest the following
key verses for those of you who do not choose to go on.

Week 1: Proverbs 3:5 Week 26: Ephesias 2:8
Week 2: Proverbs 3:6 Week 27: Ephesians 2:9
Week 3: Philippians 4:19 Week 28: Romans 8:28

[ o)



Week 4: Philippians 4:13 Week 29: 1 Corinthians 10:13

Week 5: Jeremiah 33:3 Week 30: Ephesians 1:3
Week 6: Psalm 5:3 Week 31: Ephesians 1:4
Week 7: Jeremiah 29:11 Week 32: Ephesians 1:5
Week 8: Ephesians 2:10 Week 33: Ephesians 1:134
Week 9: Matthew 22:37 Week 34: Matthew 6:19
Week 10: Matthew 22:38 Week 35: Matthew 6:20
Week 11: Matthew 22:39 Week 36: Matthew 6:21
Week 12: Matthew 22:40 Week 37: Matthew 6:33
Week 13: John 3:16 Week 38: Ephesians 5:18
Week 14: 1 Peter 2:9 Week 39: John 15:5

Week 15: John 14:21 Week 40: Colossians 3:12
Week 16: Romans 12:1 Week 41: Colossians 3:13
Week 17: Romans 12:2 Week 42 Matthew 28:18
Week 18: Luke 9:23 Week 43: Matthew 28:19
Week 19: Matthew 20:26 Week 44: Matthew 28:20
Week 20: Matthew 20:27 Week 45: Matthew 26:41
Week 21: Matthew 20:28 Week 46: 1 John 2:15

Week 22: 2 Timothy 3:16 Week 47: 1 John 2:16

Week 23: 2 Timothy 3:17 Week 48: Lamentations 3:21
Week 24: Joshua 1:8 Week 49: Lamentations 3:22
Week 25: Exodus 15:11 Week 50: Lamentations 3:23

ALWAYS RESPOND

11 O1 OETl UwUT EVUwPIT wEUTI wOOUwWNUUUwWUOwWOI OOUBAE B OEQ UE G BOE L
truth and action. When you review the Scriptures you have memorized always think of what God wants you
to do in response to His Word.

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
=— ' 100Upal wECEWUI YBI PwUT BUwPI 1 0z UwE Ufolibuws.(Révie® Bl E OE w
S| x Ul YPOUUwPI T OzU0wOl O6UawEUUDT 001 O0Uwi UOOwWadbUUwWbOE
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1 Memorize and meditate on Joshua 1:8Nrite it in the space below.

1 Memorize the three principles of Bible study and write them in the space below. (See day 2)

1. The principle of O . What does it s ?
2. The principle of | . What does it m ?
3. The principle of A . What does it s tom ?
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DAY 2:STUDYING THE WORD
PART 1: OBSERVATION fi WHAT DOES IT SAY?

In order to grow up into spiritual maturity it is important to learn some basic Bible study principles and skills.

As you know, the Bible was written over a period of 1500 years on three continents by 40 different authors in
various cultures and languages. While we have clear and accurate translations in English, we still need a
UOUOEWExxUOEET wUOWUOET UUUEOEDOT wUI | w! PEOI zUwOI EODOI

There are three principles of Bible study that will be of great value to you when you are memorizing , reading,
listening or studying the Bible. These principles of observation , interpretation and application will help you
interpret passages of the Bible correctly and avoid doctrinal error. This will be a rather brief introduction to
Bible study so | strongly recommend taking another course or reading a book that covers Bible study in depth.

SEARCH THE WORD

SOEEaAawbPPDOOWOEUOET wEwWUT UIl wEEaw! PEOI wUUUEad w6l wbbOC
study. You will probably find this assignme nt difficult because you are just beginning to learn the tools of

Bible study. This is just an introduction. Spend some time on each of the three principles and then you will
EOOxOI Ul wOT T wUUUEAWEUWEW! UOUx wkT 1 Owa Owyailllbdgimid BanE D U |
the principle of observation, tomorrow, i nterpretation and the next day application

PRINCIPLE #1: OBSERV ATION fi WHAT DOES IT SAY?

Observation is looking at a passage of Scripture to see what it actually says. You are just lookingfor the facts.
The question you need to answer in the observation stage of! DPE Ol wUUUEa wD&»Ow? 61T EVUWEC

Investigation
31 POOWOI wadUUUI Ol WEUWEWET U1 EUDYT wNUUQwWOOOODOT wi O6U
discover the raw datayouwD OO WOE Ul UwbhOUI UxUIl UBw UwabdUwbhbOYI UUDT EU

1T Who?
0 Who is speaking?
0 Towhom is he speaking?
0 What is this about?
0 Who are the main characters?

1 When?
0 Whatis the date of the authorz writing?
o When did or will the events occur?

1 Where?
0 What places are mentioned?
0 Where is the location?
0 Are there important cities, buildings or landmarks?
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1 What?
0 What are the key ideas?
What are the major events?
What are the important words or phrases?
What issue is being addressed?

o O O

To help you discover these facts, read the following passage and answer the questions in the study guide.
Use a Study Bible to aid you in your study. First read the introduction to the book being studied. Note what
the Study Bible says about the authorship, date and purpose of the book. Not all of these questions will always
apply to every passage in your study. Use the questions that apply directly to the Scripture you are studying.
In addition to recording important facts, note any questions that you want to study later in the interpretation
and application phases.

SEARCH THE WORD STUD Y GUIDE
SCRIPTURE:John 1:114

2: Observation - What does it say?
(who, what, when, where, why)

1 What does the Study Bible say about the date, authorship and purpose of the book from which this
passage comes?

1  Who are the main characters and places in this passage?

1 What are the key words and key phrases?Record them and underline them in your Bible.

1 Whatis the main issue being addressed?
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WEEKLY MEMORY AND REV |EW
:::-/ , 1 O0uPal weOEwWUI YPI PwOi DPUwpki 1 OZUwWEUUDT 601 OUwWED
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1 Memorize and meditate on Joshua 1:8Nfrite it in the space below.

1 Memorize the three principles of Bible study and write them in the space below. (See day 2)

1. The principle of O . What does it s ?
2. The principle of | . What does it m ?
3. The principle of A . What does it s tom ?
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DAY 3:STUDYING THE WORD
PART 2: INTERPRETATION/i WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Interpretation is attempti ng to understand what the author means. Of course since God inspired the authors
in the Bible, we are really trying to understand what God means. There are six major keys that will help
unlock the meaning of a passage. Following is a brief description of each of these. There is much more to learn
about each key, but this will get you started.

PRINCIPLE #2: INTERP RETATION i WHAT DO ES IT MEAN?

1. Content
This first key is the result of the work you did when you observed the passage using Principle #1. By
doing this you actually began the first step of interpretation, which is analyzing the content of the passage.

2. Context
Context refers to what precedes and follows a text. One of the most common errors people make when
trying to understand Scripture is not fully understanding the context of a verse or passage. It is dangerous
to pull a verse, a portion of a verse, or even a longer passage out of its context and attempt to understand
it in isolation. That is what the cults do. They will use a verse or passage of Sripture to prove their point
PT DOl wbl OOUPOT wUT T WEOOUI ROwWwPHUT POwPT PET wOT T wYd UUT w
Ul RUDOT 26

3. Culture
Even though the Bible was written over a period of 1500years in different cultures and in different
languages, God has made it possible to understand His Word clearly. However, since we live in a vastly
different culture and time, it is helpful to understand the culture in which the author of a particular book
lived. This can help clarify difficult passages and concepts. | will mention just a few things to look for.

1 Customs
Each book of the Bible was written to people who had distinct customs just as we do today in our
culture. These customs influence how the book was written, how the people to whom it was wr itten
understood it, and how we can understand it today.

1 Communication
To interpret a text accurately we must know some basic principles about the language at the time it
was written. Following are some figures of speech that can help us understand the meaning of a
difficult passage.

0 Hyperbole
Hyperbole is a deliberate attempt to exaggerate for the purpose of emphasizing a point. Jesus used
this when He wanted to emphasize that followers must be totally committed to Him if they were
to be His disciples.
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Luke 14:2526

25 arge crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he &dfdanyone comes to me and
does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers aneysistergen his own life
he cannot be my disciple.

This is obviously a figure of speech as Jesus uses the exaggeration of hyperbole to make a point.
We know this because the Bible is consistent in its overall theme of love and definite prohibition
of hating others. (Matthew 4:2122)

o Simile
Asimileisacomx EUDUOOwWUUDPOT w?20P 01 »wOUW?EU28w) 1 U0UwUU
to His disciples.

Matthew 10:16
18] am sending you outke sheepamong wolves. Therefore be as shrasvshakesand as innocerds
doves.

o Personification
Personification is ascribing human characteristics or actions to inanimate objects or animals.

Isaiah 24:23
23The moon will babashed the sunashamed for the LORD Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and
in Jerusalem, and before its elders, gloriously.

o Paradox
Paradoxis a statement that seems sekcontradictory or illogical. Jesus used paradox when He said,

Matthew 16:25
25For whoever wants tsave his life will lose it , but whoeveloses his life for me will find it .

0 Metaphor
A metaphor is a comparison where one thing represents something else. Jesus used a metaphor
when He said,

Matthew 5:14
4"You are the light of the world . A city on a hill cannot be hidden.

These are a few of the frequently used figures of speech in the Bible. Having a basic knowledge of the
culture including its customs and norms, will be an asset as you study Scripture, read the Bible or listen
to sermons.

Comparison

Sound interpretation includes looking at the whole of Scripture. To be accurate in your interpretation of
a verse, topic, or doctrine you must always make an effort find out what the entire Bible has to say about
the subject. Here are two rules of comparison.
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1 Let Scripture interpret Scripture
The best interpreter of Scripture is Scripture itself. Often what seems like a contradiction or a difficult
passage to understand becomes clear when compared to other Scripture on the same topic. The parts
of the Bible that seem hard to understand become clear when seen in the light of the whole Bible. For
example if you were to base your belief about prayer solely on Mark 11:24 you would believe that
God would give you anything you ask for with the only condition being that you believe you have
received it.

Mark 11:24
#Therefore | tell youwhatever you ask for in prayeibelieve that you have received it, andit will
be yours.

The problem with interpreting the verse in this way (and many do) is that God has much more to say
about prayer than this one verse. Jesus also said,

John 15:7
If you remain in me and my words remain in yoskavhatever you wish, and it will be given you.

Jesus gives another condition here for answered prayer. Whatever we ask for in prayer will be given
to us if we remain in Him and if His words remain in us . There are also other important conditions
to answered prayer throughout the Bible.

1 Letwhatis clear clarify what is not clear
Cults and people who teach false doctrines will often take certain difficult or obscure verses or
passages of Scripture and base an entire religion or teaching on it. People wil get stuck on these
unclear passages rather than looking for what is clear on the subject. Indeed there are Scriptures that
are difficult and seem unclear, however there are other Scriptures on the topic that are clear and can
shed light on the difficult to understand Scriptures. Always look to see what else the Bible has to say
about a subject.

5. Consultation
Consultation is using secondary sources to understand Scripture after you have made a thorough study
of your primary source, the Bible. Use these souces to help you more fully understand a verse or passage.
Hopefully you have already purchased a Study Bible and are learning to use it as a secondary soure for
consultation. Other secondary sources include:

1 Bible commentary
Commentaries make comments on the text that can enlighten and help you understand difficult
passages. A brief Bible commentary is included in your Study Bible

i Bible concordance
A concordance is somewhat like an index to the Bible, listing all the words in alphabetical order with
the Scripture reference. It is helpful in finding verses and doing word studies. A short concordance is
included in the back of your Study Bible.
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1 Bible dictionary
Bible dictionaries are useful for looking up words that you want to define or subjects about which you
want more information. Bible dictionaries provide much helpful information about Bible words,
people, places and doctrine.

1 Bible handbook
A Bible handbook is a concise, simple tool to help you look up certain facts about the Bible. It is a kind
of one-volume encyclopedia.

9 Bible translations and paraphrases
There are many Bible translations and paraphrases. A translation comes from the original language
PT POl WEWXxEUExT UEUIl wOUT UwO0T 1T wEUUT OUZUwOP OwedtddéE U w
New International Version of the Bible in this study. There are parallel Bibles that allow you to see
several translations and paraphrases at one time. Comparing translations and paraphrases can
sometimes help you understand and apply Scripture.

1 Bible Atlas
An accurate knowledge of geography can be a useful aid to Bible study. Knowing where a Bible event
occurred can give important clues to the meaning of Biblical books and passages. You will find some
useful maps in your Study Bible.

M Word studies
Word studies help you trace out the deeper meaning of a specific word in the Bible. These studies
will give commentary on certain words and will give you a deeper understanding of what these words
meant in the original language.

1 Computer tools
Most, if not all of the secondary sources | have mentioned, can be purchased in programs for your
computer. The advantage of computer tools is that instead of buying and storing many books, you
have much of what you need literally at your fingertips.

TIME TO PRACTI CE

It is now time to practice the second principle of Bible study. Today study John 14:414 using some of the tools
of observation. You may use your Study Bible or other helps to understand the passage. If you do not have a
Study Bible or other such tools you can find free helps on the internet. If you go to the website ?studythelight
.org?, you will find much useful information that will help you interpret this passage of Scripture.

The Search the Word Study Guide that follows will help you interpret the passage and deepen you
understanding of what it means. Always use only the questions that apply to this passage. If you need more
space for your answers use another sheet of paper.
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SEARCH THE WORD STUD Y GUIDE
SCRIPTURE:John 1:114

2:Interpretatio n - What does it mean?
(context, culture, comparison, consultation)

1 Read what comes immediately before and after the passage. Is this context important?

1 What are the main point and key principles?

1 Comparison: What other Scriptures apply?

1 What are the cultural considerations? (Customs, communication etc.)

WEEKLY MEMORY AND REV |IEW
h/ , 1 O0UPa&al wEOEwWUI YPI w0l PUwbki 1 OZUwWwEUUDT OO1 OUWEOE wt
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1 Memorize and meditate on Joshua 1:8Nfrite it in the space below.

1 Memorize the three principles of Bible study and write them in the space below. (See day 2)

1. The principle of O . What does it s ?
2. The principle of | . What does it m ?
3. The principle of A . What does it s tom ?
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DAY 4: STUDYING THE WORD
PART 3: APPLICATION

Observation and interpretation prepare us for application. The first two princ iples will not do us very much
good if we do not apply what we have learned to our lives. As you have learned, the purpose of Scripture is
not just to inform us but also to transform us. Paul makes this clear in his letter to the believers in Rome:

Romansl2:2
2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's whiisigood, pleasing and perfect will.

There is a simple way to apply to your life what you have learned as a result of your Bible study. After you
have used observation and application, you can respond with application by answering two questions:

9 Based on this study, what is the most important thing for me to remember?

1 Based upon this study, how will | think and act differently?

Determine exactly what you are going to do differertdlgw will you change your thinking anbdow will you act
differently? Write down what these new thoughts and actions will be.

TIME TO PRACTICE

Now you are ready to apply what you have studied to your life in a practical way. The main thing you want
UOWEUOwaoduluUUl O wbU w? ewha doesHe wahiOrie to bdean® @d auesuld of @is passage?

" OPWEOW( wUOwWUTI POOWEOEWEEUVUWEDI I 1 Ul OUOa wEI| E E bon 1autd4d wbp
and apply the passage by answering the following questions.

SEARCH THE WORD STUD Y GUIDE
SCRIPTURE:John 1:114

3: APPLICATION - What does it say to me?

1 Based on this study, what is the most important thing for me to remember?

1 Based upon this study, how will I think and act differently?

***0On the next page you will find the entireg&8eh the Word Study Guide on a single page. This will be the form you
will be asked to use from now on when you are assigned to study certain passages of Scripture.
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SEARCH THE WORD STUDY GUIDE
SCRIPTURE

1: Observation ¢+ What does it say?

(who, what, when, where, why)

1 What does the Study Bible say about the date, authorship and purpose of the book from which this
passage comes?

1 Who are the main characters and what are the main places mentioned in this passage?

1 What are the key words and key phrases? Record them and underline them in your Bible.

1 What is the main issue being addressed?

2: Interpretation - What does it mean?
(context, culture, comparison, consultation)
1 Read what comes immediately before and after the passage Is this context important?

1 Comparison: What other Scriptures apply?

1 What are the cultural considerations? (customs, communication etc.)

3: Application - What does it say to me?
9 Based on this study, what is the most important thing for me to reme mber?

1 Based upon this study, how will I think and act differently?
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WEEKLY MEMORY AND REV |EW
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1 Memorize and meditate on Joshua 1:8Nfrite it in the space below.

1 Memorize the three principles of Bible study and write them in the space below. (See day 2)

1. The principle of O . What does it s ?
2. The principle of | . What does it m ?
3. The principle of A . What does it s tom ?
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DAY 5: APPOINTMENTS WITH GO D

During this course you have learned to take some of your first steps with God. | hope t hat you are gaining
confidence in your walk. | assure you that if you stay on course you will co ntinue to get stronger and more
mature. The Christian life is a marathon, not a sprint. It is not a walk in the park, but an exciting journey that

will take you through mountains and valleys. Sometimes the view will be great while at other times adverse
weather conditions will cause you distress, pain and confusion. The Christian life is certainly not free from

pain, suffering and disappointments.

God has a course marked out for us. While this course will not be easy, God has promised to give us the
strength to finish strong. The writer of Hebrews explains the key.

Hebrews 12:13

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, lev udgftaverything that

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for
us.2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him
endured the cross, scorgilits shame, and sat down at thehtignand of the throne of GotConsider

him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

We are to run with perseverance the race God has marked out for us by fixing our eyes on Jesus. We first

learn to walk and then run. We run successfully if we train ourselves to fix our eyes on Jesus. You will find

many things to distract you in the race God has marked out for you. Many things in life will compete for your

attention. TT 1 wUOT POT UwoOil wUT 1T whOUOEwWPPOOwal OOw? +O0OO0OWEUwWOI 2 wE
growing in spiritual maturity you must learn to keep your eyes fixed on Jesus. This will involve focusing on

your purpose in life which is glorifying God and p racticing spiritual disciplines. T oday | want to show you

how to have successful appointments with God so that you can grow in prayer and the Word.

FIVE KEYS TO SUCCESSFUL APPOINTMENTS WIT H GOD

An appointment with God is a time set aside each day when you can be alone with God in the Word and
prayer. There are five keys that can open the door to successful appointments with God. The first and most
important is to prepare your heatrt.

Key #1: Prepare your heart

A heart that is prepared for successful appointments with God is a heart that has developed a deep thirst for
seeking and knowing Him. David, King of Israel, had prepared His heart with this kind of thirst. Listen to
the longing of his heart.

Psalms 42:P
tAs the deer pants for streams of watemngosoul pants for you, O GoéMly soul thirsts for God, for
the living God. When can | go and meet with God?
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STUDY AND APPLY THE WORD
v Look up Psalms 42:43 in your Bible and underline the words that emphasize how we should
long for an intimate relatio nship with God. How does this Scripture impact you?

God is always drawing us to Himself, desiring to give us a thirst for seeking and knowing Him. It is our
responsibility to cooperate with God by responding to what He wants to do in our hearts. We can do this by
asking God to prepare our hearts and responding by disciplining ourselves to spend time with Him.

Early morning of each day | ask God to prepare my heart. | would suggest you to do the same thing. | pray,

?2 + OUE O whHeaftitoséek, love,00OP WEDOE wil OOUPI awadUwodOUI wUi EO6OwEODa
that this is a request the Lord delights in answering. Be ready to respond in obedience and spend time with

Him.

Key #2: Prepare your schedule

Most of us, if not all, face having mor e to do than we have time for. We live in a culture that robs us of our
margin if we allow it. For most of us time is an issue, but the fact remains that we still reserve time to do what

is most important to us. Our calendars reflect our values. Look at my calendar and my checkbook and you
will know my true values.

Itis a lie to say that we do not have time to have regular appointments with God. As an example, if you have
faithfully done the assignments in this book, you will have had an appointment with  God for twenty to thirty
OPOUUI VwEWEEaAOwi DYl wEEaAaUwWEwPI | O w3T EVwPUWEwWT Ul EQwUL
that if you are faithful in keeping a regular appointment with God, He will be faithful in making the rest of

your time go further. The Lord of the harvest will give you a generous return on your investment!

Jesus, even though He was the Son of God, constantly carved out time from His demanding schedule to spend
PPUT w PUWWEUT 1 U8 w, EUOwUE a U w tnertsuwithie Gatherd OT wEEOUUw) 1 UL

Mark 1:35
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary
place, where he prayed.

Your Commitment

It is now time for the real test of whether or not your heart is prep ared. Are you willing to commit a half hour
a day, at least five days a week for an appointment with God? Usually first thing in the morning is best, but
appointments with God can be planned for other times as well. In the space below record your commitmen t
to have regular appointments with God.

I will commit (total time) each day from to for my appointment with God.

Signed
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KEY #3: Prepare your place

Jesus had some favdte places where He went to be alone with His Father. Luke says that Jesus? 6 . | Ul Ow
withdrew to lonely places and prayedluuke 5:16) w( OwbPEUwWDOwWOO! woOi wUOT T Ul wUxI1 EPE
disciples observed Jesus praying.

Luke 11:1
10One day Jesusas praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord,
Ul EET wOUwUOwxUEaAaOQwNUUUWEUwW) O OWUEUT T Owl PUWEPUEDx OI

| believe it is helpful for all of us to have a certain place to meet with God. Here are some things to consider
when you are deciding on your certain place.

1 A place where you can be comfortable
When choosing a place, consider where you can be comfortable but not too comfortable. A favorite
location, a favorite chair, or a favorite room can help create an environment of intimacy and expectation.

1 A place where you can have solitude
You need to find a place where you can focus on your relationship with God with the least amount of
interruptions. This usually means you will need to be alone.

1 A place free of distr actions
A distraction is anything that diverts your attention from your primary goal of focusing only on God. The
place you meet with God should be as free as possible from things that might distract you.

1 A place for your resources
Make sure that all your Ul UOUUET UwEUI wbPOwaOUUW?ETI UUEDPOwx OEEIT » wEI |
notebook, pen and whatever other tools you might need should be in place, ready to use. This will not
only save you time but also make the environment conducive to focused ti me with God.

KEY #4: Prepare your plan

A simple plan of what to do during your appointments with God is important. A course like this becomes
your appointment with God as you study and memorize the Word. However there will be times when you
are on your own. If you have a flexible structure for this time you will be much more likely to have consistent
appointments with God that continues for the rest of your life.

On page 106 thereis a simple plan for time in the Word and prayer that you can use in the f uture. Of course
there are many other things you can do during your time with God such as reading through books of the
Bible, and studying passages of Scripture. You goal should always be consistent appointments with God in
the Word and prayer.

KEY #5: Practice your plan

All the information in the world and all the planning we do will only take us so far. Nothing is complete until

we act. You must always take the next step and practice what you have planned. Paul reminded the Christians
in Philippi:
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Philippians 4:9
‘Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seeipun imato practice. And the

God of peace will be with you.

Put into practice what you have learned about appointments with God. Follow through with your
commitment to h ave a thirty -minute appointment with God five times a week. You will find  that if you will
be persistent you will eventually become consistent. Of course you will go through dry times and occasions
when you are not as consistent as you promised. But stickto the course. Get back on track. Never give up.
God will bless your efforts and your appointments with God will become an essential part of your life. On
the next page there is an Appointment with God Guide that you can copy and use.
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APPOINMENT WITH G OD GUIDE

DATE

TIME IN THE WORD
Memorization, meditation and review. (Write on and index card)

New Scripture to memorize

How I will apply this Scripture to my life?

Old verses to review

Study of the Word

Scripture

Main point

Personalize the main point

Practice the main point

0T T w07 OUT T OUwi UOOWUOEEaAzZ UWwExxODPOUOI OUwkPPUT w&OES

TIME IN PRAYER

401 wUOT T w+QUEzZUw/ UEATl Uw&UPET wUT E0wadlwmpOoOwdl EUOwWDPOwOI
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WEEKLY MEMORY AND REV IEW
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1 Memorize and meditate on Joshua 1:8Nfrite it in the space below.

1 Memorize the three principles of Bible study and write them in the space below. (See day 2)

1. The principle of O . What does it s ?
2. The principle of | . What does it m ?
3. The principle of A . What does it s tom ?

TEARS AND CHEERS

At the beginning of each weeks group time you will be given time to share what is going on in
your lives. This is voluntary and you will never be pressured to share if you choose not to. You
group leader will give you the opportunity to share the following:

1 Tears
231 EUU2 wUI xUT Ul OOV wUT 1T wEUUEIT OUOWE b hg Thisivi énbbllydd U wE
work through issues with the support of the group and receive encouragement and prayer

1 Cheers
2"T T T UU2 wbUwUT T wEOT UUDPOT OwNOAUWESGEWUXxDUDUUEOwWx UOI
strengthen you and encourage others.
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WEEK 5
GROWING THROUGH PRAYER

4 Y\ INTRODUCTION

_ A second discipline that should be part of every appointment with God
0é believers can approachis prayer. Jesus set the example by constantly spending time with His
their heavenly Father in| Father in prayer. This so impressed the disciplesthat they asked Jesus

prayer expecting to be| t© teach them how to pray.
received with loving arm
and an aderstanding

[92)

Luke 11:1

) 10One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one
hearto of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught
I PUWEDUEDxXxOI UB~2 w

- )

Jesus then taught His disciples five components of effective prayer. These components are an effective outline
UTEVOwaOUWEEOwWI 0000PwhOwadUUwxUEaAl UwUPOI w( OwUOEEaz Uw
components. This will give you important principles of prayer and a struct ure that will be helpful in keeping

aOUwi OEUUI EWEUUPOT waOUUwxUEal UwUPOI w3l PUwbkl 1 Owadblwpb
YT UUT Ubw, 1 OOUPAT wUT T wYI UUl wi EET wEEaAawUT EVUwWI Ol UwbpbDUT wlOl
have memOUPA&T EwUT 1T wi OUPUI w+OUEzUw/ UEaIT U

WEEK 5 STUDY

DAY 1: EOUIl Uw& OEz Uw/ Ul Ul OEI

DAY 2:/ UEa wi OUw& OEnd Hisuwilb OT EOOWE
DAY 3: Pray for Your Needs

DAY 4: Pray for Spiritual Cleansing

DAY 5: Pray for Spiritual Protection

WEEK 5 ASSIGNMENTS
1 Memorize Matthew 6: 913

Matthew 6:913

This, then, is how you should pray: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your ngmer kingdom
come, your will be done on earth as it is in heat¥&ive us today our daily breattForgive us our
debts, as we ald@mve fogiven our debtors3And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the
1 YDPOwWOOI 672

T ,100UPail wUOT 1T wi YT WEOOxOOI OUUWEOEwWxUEawlUT UOUT T wlT 1 w? -

1 Prepare your memory/review index card. Write your memory verse on one side and the five components
Ol wOT T w+OUEzUw/ UEal UwOOwUT 1 woOUT 1T UB
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projects. Complete this review to see how you are doing.

DAY1:ENTER GODOS PRESENCE

THE LORDOS PRAYER

Matthew 69-13 (Bold added)

"This, then, is how you should prayyOur Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, %our
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in hed¥@ive us today our daily breadForgive
us our debts, as we also have forgivendmbitors13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
f UOOWUT T wi YPOWOOI! 672 ww

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray He started with the most important lesson they would ever learn.
Jesus knew that unless His disciples were able to grasp this basigrinciple they would never learn to pray
1P 1T1TEUDPYI Oadw' l wUEUTT Ow' PUWEDUEDxOI UwlUOw?POUUUwHPAE]

I 1 EYI] @atthew 6:9).

With these first four words of instruction Jesus pointed His disciples to the heart of prayer| their relationship
with the heavenly Father. The first thing they needed to know was that His Father was their Father as well.
Jesus wanted His disciples to understand that the heavenly Father was delighted when they entered His
presence.

COMPONENT 1A -ENTER G®BESENCEASABBA-FATHER®SS CHI LD
?. UUW%EUT T UwbOwi 1 EYI 062

Remember your adoption

Because the heavenly Father adopted us, we have permission to call Him Abba, Father. Paul explains that
God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts so we can communicate with Him with deep emotion and
closeness. Because we are sons and daughters God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who
callsout,tF EEEOQWEUT 1 Ud »

Galatians 4:47

4But when the time had fully come, God sent his $om of a woman, born under la#o redeem those
under law, that we might receive the full rights of séBgcause you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, the SpiritiwO WE E OO U wO U U'Sawdu akehdlahgevaEsve] bUtén; w
and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.

The English equivalent for Abba, Father is Daddy, Daddy. Paul uses this kind of language to show that
believers can approach their heavenly Father in prayer expecting to be received with loving arms and an
understanding heart. Listen to how Andrew Murray in his book, With Christ in the School of Prayeescribes
our intimacy with Abba -Father.
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The intimacy that Jesus had with His Father was available to His disciples as well. An attenitigg, lov
compassionate heavenly Father was longing for intimate talks with His children. He wanted the disciples
to come to Him with their requests, questions, problems and joys. A parent/child relationship of
incredible love awaited them. For prayer to bthall God wanted it to be Jesus knew His disciples must

be properly aligned with their heavenly Father. They must know their position as children

311 woOOPOI ET I-lowdib thesfifdttagd$impkest butialsb the last and highest, lesson in the

school of prayer. Prayer begins in a personal relationship with the living God as well as a personal,
EOOQUEDPOUUOwWI T 0006PUT Dx wOl wOOY! whpbPUT w' POSw( OwlI T wood
Spirit, the power of prayer will root and grow. Thielbf prayer has its joy in the infinite tenderness,

care, and patience of an infinite Fatheron ready to hear and to help.

The secret to prayer is that our hearts are first and foremost filled with the Father -love of God. For this to
occur we must not merely know how to address our heavenly Father in the correct manner, but hold the truth
of the depth of His love for us in our hearts. We must truly believe that our relationship with our heavenly
Father is meant to be the closest of all relationships,a relationship created by a perfect Father for His imperfect
children.

Start by praying, o0Our Father in heavend

Because prayer is primarily a loving relationship with God, Jesus teaches us first to approach our heavenly

Father as a deeply loved child. He says to approach God by praying? . UU w%E U1 | Boosidgwh this Y1 06 2
PDOUPOEUI wUI OEUPOOUT Px wUOUET T UwOUUWOPOEUOwWPDOOUWEDBEWOU
with joy, confidence and anticipation because we know how much He loves u s and wants to be with us.

Start your prayer time by spending a few moments thinking about how much God loves you as a child of His
and how much He wants to be with you right now. Thank the Father in heaven for that intimate love and ask
Him to make real in your heart what you know to be true in your head.

1 John 3:1
!How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!

COMPONENT 1B -ENTER GODO® S PRRSHEABIE NAME
261 EOOOPI EWET waObOUUwWBHEODI »

In the secondx EU0WUOWEOOx OO1 OUwhw) T UUUwWUOUT EETT Uw' PUWEDPUEDx OI
name. The purpose of the next four words of instruction Jesus gave in the school of prayer was to teach these

=

men to focus on the character of God. Jesus saidtopay,? 6 | EOOOPI EwETl wa OUUwWOEOI 2 6 wop,

The Greek word for hallowed that Jesus uses here ishagiazaneaning to revere or sanctify. When we hallow
&OEZUWOEO! whl wEUI wUT YT UPOT wbi Ow' 1 wDPUWEOEwWUI UUDPOT wWE x EL
name is everything He is and everything He does. It is through praise that we take our rightful position before

God. When we hallow His name we humbly acknowledge His sovereign power throughout the universe and
POwOUUWOPYI UB w/ UEDUI uidn an@ sud positionulEréntindsbub thau8edstine CreatorCabid

we are his creation. We exist for the purpose of glorifying Him forever.

To hallow the name of God means to praise the name of God. Praise means that we prize or value Him above
all else. Prdse is the verbal expression of our adoration of God. It is a primary way we have of showing God

( ]
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that we prize Him above all else. The Bible often refers to the name of God in a general sense to signify all
that He is and does, but it also gives many different names for God that describes His attributes. There are
many names given for God in Scripture. Becoming familiar with some of the names can help you praise His
name.

How to ohall ow6 Godds name
Following are some examples from Scripture of people hallowing or praising the name of God. We can learn
from these prayers of praise by reflecting on them and then making the prayer our own.

Psalms 63:4
4l will praise you as long as | live, and in your name | will lift up my hands.

Psalms 8:1

10 LORD, our Lod, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the
heavens.

Psalms 103:R
!Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy rireise the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits

Psalms 9:10
19Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you.

Psalms 33:21
2Yn him our hearts rejoicdor we trust in his holy name.

Names of God

JehovahShommeh:? & O E w0 B0 W BE2dkiel 4885)? w

Jehwah-Rohi: ? & OE wb U wOyRe@m 433 T 1 UE > w

JehovahJireh:? & OFw®a w/ UGereBiEd2:04) w

Jelovah-Rophe:? & O E wb U w Erodus 1526) 1 U2 wp

JehovahTisdkenu: ? & OE wbBwiO@T OUUOI U&» wep) 1 UTI OPET wl t o
JehovahMikaddism: ? & O E wEEWQuEQ@PU 20 E E U ROBY 2 wep+1 YPUDPE U U w
JehovahShalom: ? & OEwbUwdaw/ I EET 2 wep) UETT Uwt ol KA
Jelovah-Nissi: ? & O E wb U w QBExaduE1d45) U2 w

Forgiving God My Hiding Place God My Maker
Source of my strength Lord of Lords My Helper

Refuge Eternal King King of Kings

God is my Rock Almighty God Light of the World
Holy One Most High Sovereign Lord

Our Redeemer Creator of Heaven & Earth Wonderful Counselor
All Loving The Majestic One Everlasting Father

ENTER GOD®dS PRESENCE
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Jesus told His disciples to start their prayl UwE a wl OUI UPOT w&OEz UwxUI Ul OEI Owi OE I
and the character of God. | suggest that you start your prayer time in this way. Spend a few minutes thinking

about how much the Father loves you and enjoys your time with Him. Next spend som e time just praising

the name of God. Praise Him for who He is and give Him thanks for what He has done for you. Use the

Scriptures on the names of God or other Psalms as your praise guide.

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
:bh//,iOOUDéiwEéEinYDimm&hmmMﬁMM@@@ma&%mié
—

1 Memorize and meditate on Matthew 6:913. Write it in the space below.
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DAY 2: PRAY FOR GOD KINGDOM AND WILL

THE LORDOS PRAYER

Matthew 6:913

®This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your gy, kingdom
come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaveHGive us today our daily brea#Forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debt#ad lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the
1 YD O uiEdid hddeg)>» w

COMPONENT 2 -GODO6 S KI NGDOM DN WIOL L
2800UwWODOT EOOWEOOROW8 OUUWPDPOOWET WEODI 6

%POUUUw) I UUVDWUEUT T Owl PUWEPUEDx Ol UwUOOwl OUT Uw&OEZz Uwx Ul
YT U0UwWUOT OOUwWUT T OwUOwWwxUEaAaOQw?800UwWODPOT EOOWEOOTI Ows O6UUu
POwOUUwWODPYI UwE OE kifydom @rid willibchdeOdll BlisuapdSes ldnd plans for the world in
general and individuals in particular.

Why pray for Godo6és kingdom and will?

As incredible as it may sound, God has asked us to help Him accomplish his kingdom and will on earth. In
His infinite wisdom God devised a plan to allow us the privilege and honor of partnering with Him in His
work. Jesus said,

John 14:1214

12 tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what | have been doing. He will do even greater
things than these, because | am going to the Fatdnd | will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Son may bring glory to the Fath&You may ask me for anything in my name, and | will do

it.

Jesus brought glory to His Father by doing His will on earth. W hen He was about to leave earth he told His
EPUEDxOI UwUT EVUwWPI wOT 1 awli EEwli EPUT wbOw' POwW' 1| whOUOE wWUI
and bring glory to Him. In fact, Jesus said, they woulddo ? 6 T Ul E U1 U theld Hdh@d done ¢John #:12)
There is absolutely no limit to what God is willing to accomplish through our prayers of faith for His kingdom

and His will. He wants to release His power through our prayers. Our prayers of faith are a conduit through

which His power accomplishes H is will. Jesus made this clear to His disciples.

Mark 11:2224

20" EY]l wi EPUT wDOwW&DEQVWPOWwE oW EOD kb iwdiVBEL Owbi wEdaC
UT UOPwabUUUI Of wbOUOwWUT 1T wUl EOz wE OE wE ¢gsiwill hePpdr) wE OUE
it will be done for him2Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have
received it, and it will be yours.

61 wOUUUwEOPEaUwUI O OETl UwUT E0w&OEZ UwxUOODPUI wUOwUI Ol
Hs OPOT EOOWESEwWPPOOwWOOUwOUUURwW3T PUwPDUwWOOUWEwW?ET OP1 YIi
exempt from all suffering and trials. Jesus also said to His disciples:
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John 15:7
If you remain in mend my words remain in you , ask whateer you wish, and it will be given you.
(Bold added)

61 wWOUUUwWxUEaAawbOwW&OEzZUwbPbPOOwWUOwWxUEaA Wl OUW&OEZUwbDPOOB w( i
Spirit we will not be able to discern what His will is that we should be praying for. If we d 0 not know His

6 OUEOwWP]T wbhOOwOOUwWwOOOPwWPT EUWUOWEUOQWI OUB w3T 1 Ul wEUT wOPC
released in our prayers.

What is Godo6s kingdom and will?

&OEzUwODPOT EOOWEOSEW' PUwbPPOOwWPUwWUT E U whebhrwhigkiglarapdHisO O w U T |
will is that each one of us glorifies Him with our lips, our character and our service. In this way His will and

kingdom will become a reality in our lives. Jesus said to His disciples,

John 15:8
31 DPUwD UwU O w b bawywbbear mudhyfriitushdvibdlyduselids to be my disciples.
The fruit Jesus was talking about here is the fruit of our lives and our lips. We are to glorify Him by do ing

His will. The Apostle Peter wrote about our sole purpose of glorifying God.

1 Peter 2:9
%But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

61 WEEOwxUEawUT EVw& OE 7z UwO b OvefotinugiodpE afireBp@ e will refer @Ehese® O w01
UpOwl UOUx UwEUWUT T w?-thddénihe do Bdd EhanlDésLisiandithOdd @Ho have put their trust
in Him.

PRAY FOR THE OLOST®S

Pray for God&s kirmg-betenersand wil |l f o
First we can pray for those who are lost. Our heavenly Father wants all people to be reconciled to Him. They
EUIl wOPOl wOOUUwWUT T 1 xwEOEwWUT I wwuEUT I UwoOOYI UwUT 1 OwEIlI 1 xOab

Jesus taught his disciples to pray for the lost. He sad,

Matthew 9:3638

s8When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shephef®B T 1 OQwl | WUEPEwUOwI b U w Ed & warketd @reu? 31T 1 wi E
few.38Ask the Lord of the hareU OwUOT 1 UT 1 OUT OwUOwUl QEwOU0wpOUOT UUwBD O
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Your prayer list for the lost

Start a prayer list for those you know who do not have a personal relationship with Christ. Pray for these
people each day and look for opportunities to shar e your faith with them. Pray that they will open their
hearts to the Holy Spirit.

PRAY FOR THE OFOUNDO

61 WEUT wOOwxUEawl OUw&OEZUwWODPOT E OO wHG B Qubrzl Wuub BEOYG umbEC
First and foremost we are to pray for spiritual change. The prayers of Jesus and Paul conclusively show that
prayer for spiritual change is to be our highest priority when praying for believers. Of the more than 25
requests by Paul and Jesus, only one is specifically for material concerns. Thigs not to minimize praying for
OEUI UPEOwWOI 1 EUBw) 1 UUUwWUx1 EPI PEEOCOCAWUEPEWUT EQwPI whkl
(Matthew 6:11) Jesus also prayed for the physical healing of people so the Father could be glorified. In James

we are told to pray for the healing of the sick (James 5:336).We do need to guard against focusing on physical
needs rather than spiritual change.

Jesus prayed for spiritual change

T 17 OUTl w' PUwWET EVT w) 1T UUUwxUEal EwbpT EUBDUWOLDO Owol OuBiv
37T 1T wi OUPUI wxUEal UwPUwUI EOQUET EwUOwWPT WEEQwWUI T wOOUwWOOC
for spiritual change. Jesus knew that the ultimate success of the disciples would depend on this change. Jesus
prayed:

That they would know Him (John 17:3)

That they would be protected from the world (John 17:11)
That they would be protected from the evil one (John 17:15)
That they would be protected by the truth (John 17:17)
That they would be one in complete unit y (John 17:223)

= =4 =4 =4 =4

Jesus prayed for these spiritual changes in the lives of His disciples, but at the same time He was also praying
for us. Jesus said,

John 17:20
20"My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will believe in me throuphtheOl UUET | O

#0UDPOT wUT 1 wOEUUWEEAUWO! w) 1 UUUzZ woPi T w' I wEOQUOwWxUEaIl E
Jesus said,
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Luke 22:32

32But | have prayed for yougimon thatyour faith may not fail. And when you have turned back,
strenghen your brothers"

YOUR PRAYERLISTFOR THEFOUNDO

3EOI wUPOT wi EET wEEAwWwUOwxUEawi OUwW&OEzZUwODPOT EOOWEOEwW&OE?
know. Start a prayer list for the following people

Pray for Godds ki ngidywumlfend Godos wi l
What is God saying to you about yourself? What does God want you to be and do?

PrayforGodds ki ngdom and wil | in your family membersdo |iv
What spiritual needs do your family members have? Write down the names of family members and specific
spiritual needs for which you can pray.

Pray for Godds kingdom and will in other peoplesd | ive
Pray for other believers, church leaders, missionaries, people groups, government officials etc.
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| want to conclude the teaching on thi s second component by sharing with you a great prayer that the Apostle
/| EUOwxUEal Ewi OUWET OPI YI UUB w3T PUwWwPUwWOOT wOi wUI | w! BPEO:
may want to use this prayer as well when you pray for believers.

Colossias 1:912

9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God
to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spirgliwisdom and understandingtAnd we

pray this in order that you may live a liveorthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing

fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of GBdeing strengthened with all power
according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12
giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom
of light.

PRAY FOR GODO&GVAND WIGLD

(woOOOPwWUT EOwWUOEEaAazZUwUUUVUEaAaWOEAWUEOT wOOUT wUT EOwOOT wE
take time however, to spend some time in prayer for the people you have on your list. Add to this list as time
TOIl UwOOwUOwaObOUWEEOwxUEawEOOUDPUUI OUOawWwEOEwWxT UUPUUI O
life.

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
.:?:. Memorida | WEOE wUIT YPI bwUIl PUwPkI 1 Oz UwEUUDPT OO1 OUWEOE wk
4
—
1 Memorize and meditate on Matthew 6:913. Write it in the space below.
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DAY 3: PRAY FOR YOUR NEEDS

THE LORDOS PRAYER

Matthew 6:913

This, then, is how you should pray: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Aéyeey kingdom
come, your will be doren earth a# is in heaven!Give us today our daily bread. 2Forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debt#ad lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the
1 YD O uBdio hdded)y> w

COMPONENT 3 - PRAY FOR YOUR NEEDS
2&DYl wOUwWUEBHEEXEEOUUWEEDOa w

(OwbUwbOUIT UT UUPOT wOOwWOOUT wUT E0wUT T wi PUUOwWUOT UT1T wWwEOOXx OC
believe there is a reason for this. It is only after focusing on God that our hearts are ready to think about our

own needs. Because ofour natural inclination towards self -centeredness, God has us think about Him, His

character and what He wants first. It is only then that we will have a proper perspective on our own needs.

It is only then that we will know how to ask God for what we nee d. But God does want us to come to Him

with our needs.

What are our needs?

When Jesus said that we are to ask for our daily bread He promises that our basic necessities in life will be

Ol UBw( Ow) 1 UOUzZwUDPOT wlUT EVwPOUOEwWBhIUwEEOBO EHOBWE Wl O 0 OBOE
i OUCEwWPOwW, ECOUTT PwET ExUIl UUwi BYT wOT UOUT T wUIl YT OOwbki wi BOE L
tomeetOUUwxT AUPEEOwWOI 1 EUBw | Ul UWEEOODOT wUT 1 wEDUED DI Uz wE
the air and clothes the lilies of the field, he makes this important point:

Matthew 6:26, 3134

266 Ul w at@uau More valuable than they?2 OWE OwOOUwbOUUaAOwWUEaDOl Ows 61
s61T EOwUT EOOwPI wE UD O O prorthdpagass6un &terwallkhege@nihgspandybur EU Y 7 w
heavenly Fatér knows that you need thefBut seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and alll

these things will be given to you as wdTherefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will

worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Be content with what God provides

Our heavenly Father does not promise to meet all of our wants and wishes. He sometimes gives us more than
our basic needs, but that is not what He promises. The problem in our culture is that we have come to believe
that our basic needs are much more than food, clothes and shelter. We face a constant barrage of media
indoctrination that wants us to believe that we never have enough; there is always more that we need and
deserve and thatit is our right as Americans to have it all! The same Bible that tells us God will meet our basic
needs also tells us that we are to be content with what we have. The Apostle Paul says,

1 Timothy 6:610

6But godliness wh contentment igyreat gainFor we brought nothing into the world, and we can take
nothing out of it 8But if we have food and clothinge will be content with thatPeople who want to
get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desias¢plunge men into
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ruin and destruction%For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money,
have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Contentment means that we are satisfied with what God pr ovides. Sometimes we will have more than what
we need. There may be times when we have less than what we think we need. What the heavenly Father says
i5,73U00U00wOl w8 OUwkPDOOwWI EYI wi 6OUTT &9

We are to put first things first

Jesus made it clear in His teachirg that the key to receiving his provisions and being content with what we

have is to first seek Him. We areto? 6 Ul | Owi PUUOwi PUwODPOT EOOWEOSE Wl PUwUD’
UOwa OUwWEUwPI O Ouvrtoaps skdult be lorpwhat GAEK AJGuP D OO wh Uwi OUwUUWE OE w
rest will take care of itself. Paul also emphasized this principle when he said, ? ! U0 wl OEODOI UUwb
PUwl Ul E0wT EP O Twighau3 IiDdRd GUubH® Kbodu 1 E wl O wE Yebking Gad trét1 O
POwOawobpilTy2w? Ow( wEOOUI O0wPT 1 OwUT T w%EUT T Uwdl 1 U0 wb:

We are to ask
As a deeply concerned and loving Father He wants us to trust Him and be dependent on Him for our needs.

Jesus said,

Matthew 7:711

™ UOWEOEwWPOwWPDOOWET wi YT OwlOwaduOowUi | OwEFOrE wa OU w
everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.

61 DET wOi wa U Oredd ] will giee thue 509G U aelasks fé) Bshy Will give him a

snakef you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more

will your Father in heaven give good gifts tse who ask him!

How much more will our heaven ly Father give good gifts to His children than would an earthly father? You
can be one hundred percent certain that your heavenly Father will meet your basic needs: physical, emotional
and spiritual. Consider for a moment how diligently you are in meeting the needs of your children. And you
are an imperfect parent. Now think about how much more our perfect heavenly Father wants to meet the
needs of His children. And He has the divine resources to meet all of our needs.

We are to trust

One of the great themes of the Bible is the faithfulness of God. From beginning to end we are told in Scripture

Ul E0w&OEwWPUwxI Uil ECOawi EPUT T UOBwW) T UUVUWEEOT wbOwi UO
faithfulness but to demonstrate that faithfulness. He not onl y taught about the faithfulness of God, He was

i EPUT T UOWPOWEOOW' 1 WUEPEWEOEWEPES w1DT T UwWET | OUI wlOi EEIT
they did not have to babble like the pagans when asking God to meet their needs.

Matthew 6:78
‘And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will bdéeande of
their many words8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.

Above all else the heavenly Father wants us to trust Him. H e knows that if we truly trust Him everything
else will be a result of that trust. While He does tell us that we are to be persistent and bold in our prayers,
"1 WEOUOWPEOUUwWUUwWUOWOOOPWUT EVwPT WwEOOZzZ Uwi EYT wU Guse OU
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the Father already knows what we need. God does not want His children to beg, but to trust that he will
provide for their basic needs. The Apostle Paul summed it up in this way:

Philippians 4:19
1%And my God will meet all your needs according todhigious riches in Christ Jesus.

Prayer list for your needs
Now is the time to pray for your needs. In the space below list all of your physical, emotional and spiritual

needs.

PRAY FOR YOUR NEEDS
Take time right now to ask God to meet those needs, believing that He will answer your prayer.

WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
:?:. , 1 O06UPA&Al WEGEWUI YPT PwUT PUwbki 1 Oz UwEUUDT O
A
—
1 Memorize and meditate on Matthew 6:913. Write it in the space below.
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DAY 4: PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL CLEANSING

THE LORDOS PRAYER

Matthew 6:913

9"This, then, is how you should pray: "Our Fath in heaven, hallowed be your nam&our kingdom
come, your will be donen earth as it is in heaveHGive us today our dailyrkad.'?Forgive us our
debts, as we al have forgiven our debtors. 1*And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
ti 1 wl Y H(Eold @ddddp 7 2

COMPONENT 4 - PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL C LEANSING
? %OUIsDYDwWEI ECUOWEUVUwWPT wEOUOwWT EYT wi OUT BYT OwOUUwWETI ECOL

(OQwOT 1T wi OUVUUOT WEOOXxOOT OUWOT wUT T w+OUEzUw/ UEal Uw) 1 UUU.
clean before the Father. We must never forget that God has made us holy and pure in His sight. This is
positional holiness and purity. We also must remember that God wants us to be pure and holy in our practice.

Jesus reminds His disciples that when they come to God in prayer they are to ask for forgiveness from God

and offer forgiveness to others. Because of our position in Christ, all of our past, present and future sins have

been nailed to the cross and forgiven (1 Peter 2:24; Hebrews 10:10Qur salvation is eternally secure because

we are in Christ and Christ is in us (Ephesians 1:114; Galatians 2:20).

ASK FOR FORGIVENESS

Why ask for forgiveness?

Why, when our sins have already been forgiven, are we to continue to confess our sins to God and ask for
forgiveness? Confessing our sins is not for forgiveness of sins but for acknowledgement of our sins, a
commitment to be pure, and a reminder of the great sacrifice of Jesus. It is also to remind us that we are to
forgive others as Christ has forgiven us. In practice--day to day living --our relationship with God is affected
by sin. It continues to separate us from communion and communication with our heavenly Father.
Therefore we are told by Jesus to confess our sins and ask the Father for forgiveness so our communio@nd
communication will not be interrupted.

God does not just casually suggest that for our own good we clear up our debts with Him and others. He
mandates it. God says,

P0ET wi 00a wE Uw( wEWawsreGoha saogtitied/ (madd holyuPud dudt KiwEQE wlOT UOUT |
5:23) Paul says that we are to? 6 x UUDPT awOUUUI OYI Uwi UOOQwI YT UaUll pOT «
Corinthians 7:1) Jesussaid? ! 1 wx1 Ul 1 EVQUWUENUIOIOQWEWE U wWaud O wx1 Ul 1 E
Since we have sut a clear mandate from God it is important to understand what clearing up current debts

with God involves.
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How to ask for forgiveness

1 Confess your sins
What is Jesus asking us to do when He tells us to ask for forgiveness? Exactly what is confession?
Confession means agreement. When we confess our sins to God and ask Him for forgiveness we first
must agree with God about the nature of our sins. We are agreeing that what we have done is sin. We are
agreeing that all sin is serious. We are acknowledging that when we sin we suffer the consequences of
sin.

1 Repent
Repentance is a change of mind that occurs when we turn from sin to righteousness. It means we are
willing to clear up old debts with a change of mind and actions. Repentance is a commitment to o bey
&OEB W& OEWEOPEaAUWI OUT PYT UwOUUWUPOUWEOEwWxUUPI BT UwUUB w

1 John 1:9
°If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify usdifom
unrighteousness

1 Commit
Uwa OUlwbkPbOOwWOI EUOwWD O digaitur® 13 eupeisibtedzpidioleth OMieEriusd codnitlouiing
a pure life. The Apostle Peter says:
2 Corinthians 7:1

1Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates
body and spirit, perfecting holinesstof reverace for God

We will always struggle with the old nature and face many temptations. We must make a commitment to
live a holy life, but the power to do that will always come from God. Our responsibility isto respond UOw& OE z Uw
work in our lives. The Psalmist gives us a great prayer of commitment that we can make our own.

Psalm 19:1214

12Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden fat#®ep your servant also from willful sins; may

they not rule over me. Then will | be blameless, innockgteat transgressioMay the words of my

mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.

Take a few minutes right now to pray for forgiveness. Use Psalm 19:1214 as a model prayer. Be specific. Tell
God the exact nature of your sin and ask for forgiveness. Make a commitment to be pure. Write a commitment
to be pure in the following space.

OFFER FORGIVENESS

There is a second part to spiritual cleansing. We are to ask God t0,? %O UT DY 1 w (a8 welalsdhavel EUUO
forgiven our debtors?. (Bold added) This means we are to confess our sins to God and because God forgives
us, we are to also forgive others. We cannot come before God as spiritually clean until both happen.
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Understand grace

It is impossible to forgive until we truly understand how God by His grace forgave us. We started this
UOUEawbOwphi T OwdO! wEawi OEVUUDPOT wOOwWT UEET w6l wEI I DOI E
God in action as He offered His Son on the cross for the forgveness of our sins. Grace is the underserved

favor that God offers to you and to me. This has a great impact on our willingness to forgive others who do
OOUW?REI Ul UYIT 2 wOUUwIi OUT YT OI UUG w! PEOPEEOQuwI OUT P %iitdi UL
but forgiving a person because they do not deserve it. We forgive because God forgave us and asks us to do

OT 1T wUEOT wi OUwOUT T UUB w&OEzUw6 OUEWUEaUO

Ephesians 4:32
32Be kind and compassionate to one anofioegjving each other, just as in Christ God f orgave

you. (Bold added)

61 WEUI wOOOCEWPOW&OEZUwPOUEWOOUwWUOwWI OUT T OwUOT PUwT UEET |
UUBw( il whpl wUOOT T OpwOPUUWUT PUwl UUI OUPEOWUOEI UUUEOGEDOI

Hebrews 2:15
15See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile
many.

UNDERSTAND ODEBTSO

The need for forgiveness starts with a debt

61T 1 Ow)l UUVWUEPEwWUOwWI OUT YT wOUT | U auxdelths<Hd Was zefefing Folsidsu N U
UT EQwx] OxOl wEOOOPUWET EPOUCWUUB w( Ow+UOT zUwY rathdd dgnhO w €
debts (Luke 11:4) These sins are things that people say or do that we consider offenses against us and that
hurt us. Each sin or offense becomes a debt that someone owes us.

Jesus told a powerful story about how we are to forgive others. Jesus told this story in answer to the Apostle

/T Ul UzUw@UIl U0POOwWwOOwW! OpwOEOawUDPOI Uwbki ws téldvabautd Gawbnd U 1

Pl Owopbpl Ewl PUWOEUUT UwUl OwUOT OUUEOGEWUEOI OUUOwPT PET wpOL
Matthew 18:2324

2'Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his séAgnts.
hi WET T EQwUT 1T wUl UUOT 01 OUOWEWOEOwWPT OwoOpPl Ewl POwUI Ou

Debts people owe us

The need to forgive comes in the form of a debt. As we have seen, a debt occurs when someone hurts us in
some way. Because we feel something of valuehas been taken from us, we write an 1.0.U. on the tablet of
our hearts and put the person in the prison of our bitterness until they pay. There are various kinds of debts:

A friend is disloyal or lets us down in a major way.

A spouse betrays us through an affair, divorce, or some other form of deceit.
A child that we have poured our life into rebels or gets into serious trouble.
We are falsely accused or treated unfairly.

Our parents abused or neglected us when we were growing up.

= =4 =4 =4 =4
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Someone hurts a family member or close friend.

We are disappointed by the decisions or actions of church leaders or Christian friends.
Someone important in our life seems to not value us.

Someone minimizes or neglects our needs.

= =4 =4 =4

The need for forgivenes s proceeds with debt collect ion

The Master called the servant in to collect the debt. The servant was unable to pay so the master ordered that
the servant and his wife and children be sold to repay the debt (Matthew 18:2125). Upon hearing this, the
servant begged for mercy.

Matthew 18:2526

#Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he
had be sold to repay the detThe servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me," he begged,
ANEGEwW( whPDOOwxEAwWEEEOQuwl YI UaUl o1 ¢

Bitterness is compounded

Bitterness accumulates interest at an alarming rate. We let the interest compound on the offense until it is
impossible for the person to pay. The longer we hold on to the offense the greater the debt. In the story Jesus
told, how could a simple servant ever repay over $15,000,0007? It would be impossible to repay that kind of
debt.

We throw the person into the debtords prison

Since a person is not able to pay back the debt they owe we throw him into the prison of our bitterness. We
might have him in maximum security, lock down, isolation, honor farm, or even parole, but he is still in our
prison. We might even throw away the key. While in prison we allow the person to pay only on the interest
and never on the principal, so they will never be free.

The problem is that when we throw someone into prison we sentence ourselves as well. A jail must have a
jailer on duty at all times. It takes resources to keep someone in prison. What a waste of the precious resources
God has given us. We pay a personal price in our relationship with God and others as our bitterness drains
our resources.

Who is in your prison?

Is there someone you are holding in the prison of your bitterness? Is there someone you have not forgiven
for an offense? Youcan tell if someone is in your prison by looking at his account. Are you still making him
pay off his debt for the offense? Check and see if you have someone on one of the following payment plans:

You make them pay by saying things are OK when they are not.

You make them pay by saying nothing.

You make them pay by saying everything.

You make them pay by what you do.

8OUWOEOI wUT 1T OwxEawEawbPT E0waOUWEOO7z UWE GG
You make them pay by what you think about them.

You make them pay by not thinking about them.

= =4 =4 =4 =4 -4 =4

These ae just a few of the payment plans | have heard about and confess | have sometimes used. You may
have some creative payment plans of your own that | have not mentioned here.

( ]
| 124 |



REFLECT AND RESPOND
Have you thought about anyone who might be in your prison? W hat is the debt they owe you?
# (The offense) In what ways have you been collecting that debt?

UNDERSTAND FORGIVENE SS

We only forgive when we cancel the debt

The parable Jesus told was very clear about forgiveness. To forgive we must cancel the debtno strings
EUUEET 1 E6w3T 1 wél EUwWOUUUWET wUUEOx1T EQw?/ EDPE R Gwst flliy O > ¢
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Matthew 18:27
27The servant's master took pity on hingnceledthe debt andet him go. (Bold added)

Complete forgiveness is one of the most difficult things we will ever do. Following are some things to
Ul O1 OET UwUT EVwPDPOOwWI 1 OxwadUwi OUT PYI dw( wOOOPw( wi EYI w
start here we can rever forgive.

Forgiveness is always motivated by grace

In the parable Jesus told, the master had mercy on the servant and extended grace to him. The servant did
nothing to deserve forgiveness of the debt. The servant, however, still did not understand gra ce because he
immediately had a man thrown into prison who owed him a measly $15.00. It is hard for us to imagine
someone who has been forgiven $15,000,000 not being willing to cancel a debt of $15.00.

It is easy for us to feel a little self-righteous when we hear this story. We are willing to forgive the small
offense but what about the large debts? Most of us have a distorted perspective when it comes to the size of
offenses. When we think about how much we have been forgiven by God, any offense, no matter how huge
we might consider it, is small in comparison.

Forgiveness is a decision not a feeling

&OEWOEE!I WwWEWEI EPUPOOWUOWI OUT PYT wUOUBwW( i wi 6Uul YT O1 UU wl
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side when he faced death.

Matthew 26:39
39Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may
this cup be taken from me. Yet not adll, but as you will."

Jesus died on the cross and forgave us our sins in spite of His feelings, not because of them. Yet often we will
not forgive others because we do not feel like it. If we wait until we feel like forgiving someone it will probably
never happen. We will never feel our way into a better way of feeling. We can only think, pray and act our
way into a better way of feeling. Positive feelings always follow practical steps of obedience (John 15:1411).
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You will be amazed at how your feelin gs change toward a person when you obey God and take intentional
steps to forgive him.
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of us. Your decision must be followed by action. When a stex w Ol WEEUDOOwWPUWUEOI OQw & OF
powerfully through you to the other person. Forgiveness is not natural but supernatural.
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non-existent. Those books that do exist advocate a conditional forgiveness much different than you find in

the Bible. The reason for this is that true forgiveness comes only from the heart of God and is therefore
supernatural. It cannot be fully understood or practi ced until a personhas E1 DYl Ew& OEz Uwi OUT b
disciples were stunned when Jesus told them that they were to forgive someone seven times a day if
necessary. Their response was;Increase our faith!" Luke 17:5

We all need to ask God to supernaturalOa w? POEUI EUT wOUUwi EPUT » wUOwWUT ECwPIT wE

Forgiveness is costly

Forgiveness is a costly gift. It cost God his Son. When Jesus forgave us it cost Him his life. There is always a
cost when you forgive someone who has wronged you. You will bear the pain of the offense yourself so that
the person you are forgiving can be free from the debt. You pay the price for them. Jesus did this when He,

1 Peter 2:24
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Forgiveness means paid in full

True forgiveness means that you have completely forgiven the debt. You have stamped the 1.0.U. you have
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1 ? O w/( mekikh®h® person pay in any way? Are there still some subtle or not so subtle ways that | am
still making the person pay for the pain he has caused me? Is there still a remnant of retribution in my
UOUOY 2
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person. | believe this is inaccurate. How do you erase the memory of a wound? Your memory is hot something

you can simply discard. However we can remember in a different way. When we remember the wound we

do not have to fret about it. We do not have to rehearse the experience and we do not have to renew the anger.

We may experience some pain or sadness, but we must express it to God and turn it over to him one again

and move on.
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Forgiveness is a process

Forgiveness is both an event and a process. We start the event by making a decision to forgive. The process
may take years as we renew our commitment to forgive. Each time the old thoughts or habits pop up w e
must renew our commitment to forgive. In a sense we make the decision to forgive and then just keep on
forgiving. Forgiveness is a process that takes time. Just as we keep growing towards the stature of Christ, we
keep growing in our ability to forgive.

Forgiveness is not optional

Forgiveness is not something we can take or leave. God has not given us that option. The parable of the
servant who would not forgive a $15.00 debt after being forgiven of $15,000,000 ends on a sobering note. Jesus
says,

Matthew 18:3435

34n anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, untihbeld pay back all he owed.
3"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your
heart."

Forgiveness is such a semus issue that God gives us a serious warning. We will reap the consequences of
unforgiveness if we do not forgive someone from our heart. One obvious consequence is thatwe will have to
live our life in the prison of our own bitterness. This will, in turn , affect many of our other relationships
including our relationship with God.

FORGIVE!

After all of this there is just one word we need to obey. Forgive! Understanding forgiveness is only the first
step in actually forgiving someone. When we make a decision to forgive someone, it is wise to make a
personal plan to carry out that decision. | suggest the following three -step process. Jesus said,

Matthew 5:2324

29371 U117 OUTl Owbil wadOUwWEUT woOi 11 UPOT wa O UrbausoddthihguE U wU 1
against you4eave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then
come and offer your gift.

Name it
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Claim it

Next we are to take responsibility for holding on to the 1.0.U. We mus t take responsibility, not for what

OT 1T wxl UUOOwWI EVWEOST wOOWUUOWEUOwi OUwOUUwWxEUUwWwDbOwOC
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Pay it

Now here is the hardest part. We must pay the debt ourselves. That is exactly what Jesus did for us. He
paid for our sins although we did nothing to deserve it. He paid the price for what we had done. He
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settled the debt and tore up the .04 8 w( OwOOwWOOOT I Uwl RPUUUBwW6ET WEEOQwWxUE
offender) | have destroyed the 1.0.4 6 »

Jesus clearly advocates going to a person with whom you have an issue and reconciling with Him
(Matthew 5:2324; 18:1517).This includes confessing to the person that you have had bitterness in your
heart and asking him to forgive you. This means that you take responsibility for your root of bitterness.
You should be careful not to put the person on the defensive by blaming him for your bitterness. T hey
hurt you in some way. It might have been unintentional or intentional. The issue you are resolving is not
the offense but your own attitude. If you believe it would be productive you might want to discuss the
issue with the person at another time. If you try to resolve the issue first you may not get to your
responsibility which is to forgive the person.

There are times when it would not help to go directly to the person. They might not even know that they
have offended you. Through prayer you will nee d to make that decision. Another reason for not going
directly to a person is that they might be a person who would not be open to reconciliation. There are
some people who are so emotionally and spiritually unhealthy that it would be unwise to go to them in
person. Remember that Paul says? 6 U1 E U w b blawab faraitiependdbdiwe are to live at peace with
everyone (Romans 12:18)t is simply impossible to live at peace with someone who is not willing.

CONTINUE TO FORGIVE

This may sound strange, but remember that forgiveness is a process. We make a decision to forgive, but the
process takes time. There are people | continue to forgive each week during my prayer time. This helps
prevent me from starting to review the old offense and writing a new 1.0.U.

YOUR PLAN TO FORGIVE

Now it is time to write out your plan to forgive.
1 Who | will forgive

1 The offense I will forgive

1 What | will do and when | will do it
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WEEKLY MEMORY AND RE VIEW
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1 Memorize and meditate on Matthew 6:913. Write it in the space below.
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3. Pray for your n

4. Prayfors c

5. Prayfors p
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DAY 5: PRAY FOR SPIRITUAL P ROTECTION

THE LORDOS PRAYER

Matthew 6:913

This, then, is how you should pray: "Our Father indaeen, hallowed be your nam&our kingdom
come, your will be donan earth as it is in heavehGive us todg our daily read.12Forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debt#sd lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
OT 1 wi YE{Edid 606dd)s z

COMPONENT 5 - SPIRITUAL PROTECTION
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The last component Jesus gives is to pray for spiritual protection. You will learn next week how Satan loves
to trip you up in your walk with God. He devises schemes to distract you, deceive you and tempt you.
Therefore, you are to pray for spiritual protection. Jesus say to pray,? + | EEwUUwOO U wbOUOwUIl Ox U
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| suggest that you pray for spiritual protection each day by praying on the Armor of God that Paul describes
in his letter to the Christians in Ephesus. In a moment | want you to read Ephesians 6:40-18.Then put on each

part of the armor in prayer.

PROTECTED BY THE ARM OR OF GOD

God has provided us with supernatural protection from the evil one. God knows exactly how and when we
need to be protected.| want us to inspect each piece that makes up the armor of God. Paul told the believers
in Ephesus that they must be careful to protect themselves with the armor of God. We also must learn to put

it on!

Ephesians 6:108

Finally, be strong in the Lordnd in his mighty power!Put on the full armor of God so that you can
take your stanégainst the devil's schemé&:or our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers against the authorities, against the powers of this dark woddagainst the spiritual forces

of evil in the heavenly realm&Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil

comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after yaudwane everything, to standStand

firm then, with the bie of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastglaif righteousness in

place sand with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of{heackition to

all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extingaisthe flaning arrows of the evil one.

"Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of thetSptich is the word of Go@And pray in the

Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always

keep omraying for all the saints

1. THE BELT OF TRUTH
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destroys them. Satan by nature is a liar. The basic nature of Jesus is trutt{John 1:114). He not only spoke
the truth but was the truth (John 14:6).

Truth frees
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said,

John 8:3132
3'If you hold to my teachig, you are really my disciple¥Then you will know the truth, aththe truth
PPOOwWUI UwadUwi UTT 62

Truth frees us from the lies of Satan that bind us to ungodly thought patterns and actions. Truth frees us
OOwODPY!I wbOWEEEOQUEEOE! whpPUT w&OEzZUwxEUUI UOwWi OUwWODI |

Truth transforms

Romans 12:2
2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's whiisigood, pleasing and perfect will.

Truth renews our minds so that we have the mind of Christ. When we are made new in the attitude of
our minds we will be transformed into the image of Christ so we will walk as He walked. Only then will
we consistently do His will.

Truth protects

Psalms 40:11
11Do not withhold your mercy from me, O LORD; may your love and your truth always protect me.

3T T wOUUUT woOil w&OEzZUw6 OUEWxUOUI EUUwUUwi UOOwWET OPI YE
lifestyle he promotes. The truth is that our heavenly Father loves us unconditionally and we do not have

to search for significance and value apart from His provisions. God will provide for us and therefore we

do not have to provide for ourselves.

Pray on the belt of truth
Put on the belt of truth in prayer. Ask God to always protect you through the truth of His Word. Make a
commitment to knowing and living the Word.

THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our position of righteousness

The belt of truth prepares us for the breastplate of righteousness. Righteousness means to beight before
God and others. It also means to do what is right. These are the two dimensions of righteousness. There
is our position of righteousness which means we are imputed or given the righteousness of God through
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no effort of our own. We canonlybe PT EUwDUwUDT T OwbOw&OEzZUwl al Uwdi wki t
Christ. The Bible says.

2 Corinthians 5:21
2God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.

Our practice of righteousness

God makes it possible through His power for us to live righteous lives. We can do what is righteous. God
enables us to live right before Him and man. It is only through Christ living in us and us living in Christ
that righteous living is possible. When He imparts His righteousness to us we are to respond in obedience.
We are to practice righteousness. The Apostle tells us how that is possible.

Ephesians 4:224

2You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being
corrupted by its deceitful desirelto be made new in the attitude of your minttand to put on the

new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.

Pray on the breastplate of righteousness
Thank God for giving you the righteousness of C hrist. Take off any old thoughts and actions and make a
commitment to living like God in true righteousness and holiness.

THE GOSPEL SHOES OF PEACE

61 WEUI wUOOOEWUOwxUU0wOOwWUT T w?T OUxT OQwUT O1 Ud~» ww&OUx1 Owbd
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be able to defend our faith with the gospel of peace. The gospel bridges the gap between God and man

caused by sin. The gospel provides a bridge that enables man to reconcile with God through Jesus.

Romans 5:1
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ,

Be prepared
Our feet are to be fitted with the readiness that comes from this gospel of peace. We are to be prepared at
all times to share this peace with those who are ready for the gospel.

1 Peter 3:15
15But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who
asks you to give the reason floe thope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
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